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KDP sees massive Iranian offensive 

SALAHUDDIN (AFP) _ A lanw continent of 

hfp^Hnri° P n CTOSSed , V! 10 nt,rthern ^ in support of 
* - of.Kurdisiao 1 PUK 1 on Wednes- 

day, toe PUR s Kurdish rivals said "The Islamic 
intervened directly to help toe 
PUK of yaldl) Talabam and has sent several thousand 
with heavy weapons who have 
^ S *fr\? e border - said the Baghdad-backed Kur- 
distan Democratic Party i KDP) in a statement. A KDP 
commander on the ground said late Wednesdav that 
lighting had intensified on several fronts"’ near 
Ranya, ^ound 80 kilometres from the PUK stronc- 
ho!d of Sulaunaniyeh. Earlier Wednesdav sources in 
Ankara, where U.S. Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert Pelletreau has been leading peaSTalks wito 
boto sides, said a formal ceasefire announcement 
between toe groups was imminent. (See page 12) 
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Clinton pays tribute to Rabin 

TEL AVJV (AFPi — U.S. President Bill Clinton pjid tribute 
to assassinated former Prime Minister Yiuhak Rabin on 
Wednesday, as Israel hegan to commemorate die lira anniver- 
sary of his death. "A year has passed, the wounds of loss can- 
not be healed but the memory oi Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin remains a powerful inspiration to me and to the people 
of the world over," said Mr. Clintun. “Today, on the annixer- 
sary of his death. 1 ask toe men and women of goudxvill to join 
me in adding to toe memory L m this remarkable man. by cam - 
ing on toe straggle lor security and peace fur Israel and recon- 
ciliation for the people ot toe Middle &isi." said Clinton. The 
president made toe statement lu Israeli television and radio to 
mark the first anniversary, according to the Jew ish calendar, of 
the premier's murder. Hundreds of young Israelis also marked 
toe anniversary of Rabin's death. Wednesday by taking pan in 
a torchlight procession through toe streets of Tel Ax is. 
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French president begins state visit to Jordan 

Chirac and King express hope for 
comprehensive peace, democracy and 
respect for human rights in Mideast 
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By Sa'eda Kilani 

special to the Jordan limes 

FRENCH PRESIDENT 
Jacques Chirac and His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday reaffirmed their 
commitment to enhancing 
Jordanian-French relations 
and expressed hope that 
comprehensive peace 
would prevail soon in the 
Mddle East. 

The two leaders, in 
speeches delivered at a state 
banquet hosted by King 
Hussein in honour of the 
French president who 
arrived here Wednesday 
evening, also voiced hope 
to see democracy and 
respect for human* rights 
and public freedoms pre- 
vailing throughout toe 
region. 

King Hussein said that 
obstacles along the path of 
pace do present themselves 
from time to time. 

•They (obstacles! dis- 
courage toe advocates of 
peace and those who 
belong to the peace camp in 
general and provide oppor- 
tunities for toe elements of 
extremism and frustration, 
the enemies of peace and 
life to impose their own 
agenda on the peace 
process in an attempt to 
eliminate it altogether.” the 
King said at the banquet 
that was attended by Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti, Royal Court 
Chief Awn Khasawneh. His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Talal and His Royal High- 
ness Prince Ghazi in addi- 
tion to ministers and Jor- 
dan's ambassador to France 
Sharif Fawwaz Sharaf. 

On the French side, toe 
banquet was attended by 
Foreign Minister Herve de 
Chare tie. head of the Mid- 
dle East department at the 
Elysee Denis Bouchard, 
Ambassador in Amman 



His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday confers with French President Jacques 
Chirac at the Royal Palace (Petra photo) 


Bernard Bajolet and the 
other members of delega- 
tion accompanying Mr. 
Chirac. 


The King 
cumbersome 
requires the 
community 


said: 'This 
challenge 
international 
and peace 


lovers at large to unite and 
wort; diligently to achieve 
peace and reap its benefits.” 

President Chirac, who 
arrived here on the third leg 
of a tour of toe region, 
said: 

"We should be faithful to 
the message of Yitzhak 
Rabin and the ambitions of 
Your Majesty and confirm 
toe peace alternative 
despite toe dangers that sur- 
round it. Reasons for con- 
cern over toe peace process 
had multiplied and toe 
stalemate had brought 
about more caution and 
more fear leading finally to 
violence.” 

President Chirac, who is 
advocating a more Euro- 
pean role in the peace 


process, said: France was 
willing to assume that role 
and ready to support Jor- 
dan’s endeavours towards 
achieving comprehensive 
peace in the region. 

On democracy, human 
rights and public freedoms 
toe King said: Jordan 

shares common values with 
the international communi- 
ty and that the goals and 
aspirations “behind toe 
Great Arab Revolt, led by 
my late great grandfather. 
A1 Hussein Ben AJi, cannot 
be separated from the val- 
ues of justice, liberty and 
respect for human rights, on 
which the French revolu- 
tion stood, and for which 
peoples have striven since 
time immemorial.” 

'These values formed the 
very essence and founda- 
tions of a human civilisa- 
tion bound by the teachings 
of toe great monotheistic 
religions, in terms of 
respect for toe human being 
and his inalienable right to 


a free, secure and dignified 
life.” he said. 

The King added: “We are 
utilising all the possible 
means available to us in 
order to consolidate the 
foundations of our demcc- 
ratisation process, which 
we hope will be a model 
and an example to be fol- 
lowed. For we firmly 
believe that all the peoples 
of the world should have 
their rights to freedom, 
democracy and respect for 
human rights.” 

The French president, 
who will deliver a speech at 
the Parliament this morn- 
ing, is expected to pay trib- 
ute to Jordan’s democratic 
inarch in addition to high- 
lighting France’s new Arab 
policy and its perceptions 
of the Arab-lsraeli peace 
process. In his address to 
Parliament, entitled Islam 
and the Society, Mr. Chirac 
will also be talking about 
France's "open outlook" 
towards Islam and Mus- 


lims. 

At toe banquet, toe presi- 
dent expressed admiration 
of Jordan’s achievement in 
this domain and the King- 
dom’s positive steps 

towards eliminating martial 
law and introducing laws 
that protect human rights. 

"The introduction of 

democracy (to the King- 
dom) and the replacement 
of exceptional laws wito 
legislations protective of 
human rights is a reflection 
of your orientation to har- 
monise modernity and val- 
ues that are common to our 
societies wito your tradi- 
tions , 1 " he said. 

"I would like to praise 
the atmosphere of tolerance 
ancf freedom that minorities 
in the Kingdom enjoy, the 
eastern churches Christians 
in particular,” President 
Chirac said. 

He regretted that the 
process of modernisation 
of the Kingdom and its 
achievements were 

adversely affected by eco- 
nomic losses resulting from 
the international embargo 
on Iraq. .. 

“I hope this great country 
(Iraq) can regain its frill sta- 
tus in the international 
community after it is 
proven that it complied 
xvith all U.N. resolutions,” 
Mr. Chirac said. “But we 
have to put a limit to the 
humanitarian crisis that toe 
Iraqi people is suffering 
from. That is why France 
wishes to see that Resolu- 
tion 986 be put into force.” 
Resolution 986 allows 
limited exports of Iraqi oil 
for humanitarian needs. 

Earlier, President Chirac 
and King Hussein held a 
one-to-one meeting before 
being joined by senior offi- 
cials from both sides. 

The King and Mr. Chirac 

(Continued on page 12) 


King warns against rise of 
extremism in Middle East 


By Kheirallah KheiraJlah 

and Salameh Ne'matf 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein has warned 
against the rising tide of 
extremism in the Middle 
East, saying that the suc- 
cess of the peace process 
only can prevent the 
extremists from (the Arab 
and Israeli) sides from 
imposing their agendas. 

In an interview xvith the 
London-based A! Hayat 
Arabic daily published 
today. King Hussein said 
the forces of extremism 
have succeeded at the level 
of imposing their will on 
the peace process, starting 
wito the Hebron massacre 
and ending with toe assassi- 
nation of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin and the 
rise of toe hardline Israeli 
right-xvingers to power. 

The King expressed his 
belief that the Palesiinian- 
Israeli negotiations on an 
Israeli troop redeployment 


in Hebron "will be crowned 
with success." thanks to 
regional and international 
efforts. 

The King said his visit to 
Jericho last week "has 
reflected the mutual confi- 
dence” between Jordan and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) despite 
"the attempts by many to 
undermine them.” 

In the one-hour interview, 
which was attended by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, toe King 
revealed that Jordan will 
soon conduct joint military 
exercises xvith some Gulf 
Arab states, noting that Jor- 
dan "has always been a nat- 
ural extension to the Gulf 
security.” 

"Security cooperation 
wito our brethren (in the 
Gulf) was not stopped, but 
was increased and 
enhanced,” the King added. 

The King said the region 
will witness a "review of 
toe policies that were 
adopted in the past years” 


towards Iraq, expressing 
fear that more deterioration 
might allow others in the 
region to interfere in Iraq's 
affairs. "Any such thing 
poses danger to ail of us," 
he xvamed” 

The King called on Iraq 
to rehabilitate itself through 
the available means to avert 
more deterioration in the 
domestic situation and 
urged Iran to have a "direct 
dialogue at the highest lev- 
els to be able to exactly 
define where xve stand and 
where they stand, and 
where xx e are heading." 

He described Jordan ian- 
Syrian relations as “good ... 
at toe personal level' 1 and 
that the continuation of 
contacts between the two 
countries "is just a matter 
of time and no problems 
face this relationship.” 

He said there xxas no 
change in the friendly rela- 
tions with Turkey after the 
rise of the pro-Islamist Wel- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Syria said to have ‘softened’ 
stand vis-a-vis peace talks 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
message from Syrian lead- 
ers carried by French Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac to 
Israel showed a “softening” 
of Syria’s terms for resum- 
ing peace negotiations. 
Israeli officials were quot- 
ed as saying Wednesday. 

At a joint press confer- 
ence with Mr. Chirac on 
Tuesday, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said the French 
leader had briefed him on 
14 hours of talks he had 
held over the weekend xvith 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad. 

“The essence of the mes- 
sage is something positive, 
but it would be better not 
to talk about it here while 
we cry to verify this,” he 
said. 

But senior government 
officials were quoted in the 
Israeli press 

Wednesday as saying toe 


Syrian message showed “a 
softening of the Syrian 
terms for the resumption of 
peace talks” which have 
been frozen since Febru- 
ary. 

The officials refused to 
say what the new Syrian 
terms were or whether toe 
changes were sufficient 
enough to lead to a quick 
resumption of talks. 

Previously Mr. Assad had 
insisted the talks be 
resumed where they broke 
off with Israel's previous 
Labour government — 
with an agreement in prin- 
ciple to trade an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights for peace. 

Mr. Netanyahu has reject- 
ed this demand, saying he 
will not be held to unwrit- 
ten promises made by his 
predecessors, although he 
has said he will not rule out 
including the Golan issue in 
peace talks. 


"We need to cross-check 
toe message brought by 
Chirac to see if is indeed 
the Syrian position," one 
official said. 

.Another official was 
more optimistic, saying, "if 
what Chirac says is true, it 
looks like both sides can 
find a formula that they 
can live with.” 

On Tuesday an Israeli 
journalist xvho accompa- 
nied Mr. Chirac to Damas- 
cus quoted a senior Syrian 
official as warning that 
"Syria is ready for war 
(xvith Israel) if toe process 
towards a political solution 
remains deadlocked after 
toe U.S. elections" next 
month. 

However, the official 
also stressed that Damascus 
does not want another war 
with Israel and is genuinely 
looking for a peace agree- 
ment wito the Jewish state. 


Democratic state alongside Israel 
is best recipe for peace, Chirac 
tells Palestinian legislative council 


RAMALLAH (Agencies) — Greeted by a 
standing ovation, French President Jacques 
Chirac told the Palestinian legislature 
Wednesday that a democratic Palestinian 
state alongside Israel was the best recipe 
for Mideast peace. 

The 88 lawmakers burst into applause 
1 when Mr. Chirac — the first foreign leader 
to speak before their fledgling national 
assembly — slammed recent Israeli poli- 
cies and asserted that "’no peace can be 
achieved by excluding the city of peace. 
Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Chirac insisted that France play a 
greater role in Mideast peace talks, saying 
it could do better than the Americans in 
rebuilding faith between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

T salute the U.S. role, but I see the peace 
process losing its breath., .because of the 
loss of trust,” Mr. Chirac said. T see the 
European and French role in building more 

ttusL” . . . 

Mr. Chirac urged Palestinian leaders to 
renounce x'iolence and respect democratic 
principles as the best means for achieving 
statehood. 

“Reject extremism, push back the forces 
of hate" Mr. Chirac told the council. 

‘To achieve peace. Israel’s legitimate 
desire for security must be understood and 
acknowledged by all," be said. 

"Once assured of the peaceful intentions 
of its Arab neighbours. Israel will become 
: convinced that the existence of a Palestin- 
ian state does not represent a threat but on 
the contrary an element of its own securi- 
ty.” 

Mr. Chirac arrived to a hero s welcome in 
the self-rule areas after a two-day visit to 


Israel during which he repeatedly called for 
Palestinian independence and lambasted 
Israel for its heavy-handed actions in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

In an outburst given front-page coverage 
across the Palestinian and Arab press, Mr. 
Chirac on Tuesday exploded into a rage 
against an oppressive Israeli security pres- 
ence during a walking tour of East 
Jerusalem's Old City, screaming at Israeli 
policemen to “go away.” When he flew into 
this self-rule town bv helicopter on 
Wednesday to meet with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat and address the legislature, 
the French leader was met by thousands of 
schoolchildren waving French flags and 
cheering “vive Chirac, vive la France." 

Mr. Chirac’s speech was repeatedly inter- 
rupted by applause from the legislators as 
he called on Israel’s right-wing government 
to respect the accords it had signed, to halt 
expansion of Jewish settlements, to lift toe 
eight-month-old closure on the territories 
and negotiate the future of Jerusalem. 

But he also implicidy criticised the func- 
tioning of Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) in which Mr. Arafat wields virtually 
all power. 

"I hope that you will find the rules which 
will ensure a balance of power between the 
executive and the legislative branches,” 
Mr. Chirac told the assembly elected in 
January. 

“The respect of democratic principles is 
one of the assets which will guarantee you 
broad international support and strengthen 
the confidence of your partners,” he said. 

At a joint press conference, Mr. Arafat 

('Continued on page 12) 


Palestinians, Israel discuss final 
phase of security deal on Hebron 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli and Pales- 
tinian negotiators turned 
Wednesday to the final 
security issues standing in 
the way of an Israeli with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
town of Hebron. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu hud- 
dled with his inner security 
cabinet Wednesday in an 
extended three-hour meet- 
ing to focus on the negotia- 
tions, Israel Radio said. 

The rwo sides then sat 
down for talks in a 
Jerusalem hotel, joined by 


U.S. envoy Dennis Ross, 
who decided in a surprise 
move Tuesday to extend his 
intensive mediation of the 
talks to pursue signs of 
progress. 

Palestinian officials said 
they want a security deal in 
Hebron to restrict the move- 
ment of armed Jewish set- 
tlers in the volatile town. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat said a wide 
gap remained between 
Israel and the Palestinians 
in negotiations on imple- 
menting an Israeli troop 
redeployment in Hebron, 


home to 400 Jews living 
among 100,000 Palestinians 
and a frequent flashpoint of 
Arab-lsraeli violence. 

Negotiator Hassan Asfour 
said: "We have demanded in 
the talks that Israel restrict 
the movement of armed 
Jewish sertlers in Hebron 
following a series of provo- 
cations to Palestinians in the 
city. 

"There is a fanatic, terror- 
ist settlers’ presence in the 
city and it is dangerous 
since they are armed,” he 

(Continued on page 12) 


Yael Dayan 
gets sympathy 
call from King 

TEL AVtV I AFP) - Israeli 
Deputy Yael Dayan said 
Wednesday King Hussein 
had called her to express 
sympathy and .invite her to 
Jordan after she had 
received telephone death 
threats. On Tueday, a 
right-wing Jewish extrem- 
ist threw a cup of scalding 
tea in her face in Hebron, 

Ms. Dayan, a member of 
the opposition Labour 
Party, said an unidentified 

(Continued on page 12) 


Nabil & Bassam Dirani Automotive Co. 
Agents of CITROEN CARS. 

welcomes the visit of His Majesty’s 
King Hussein Distinguished Guest 

Mr. Jacques Chirac 

■ President Of France - 

to Jordan and wishes him and his accomp- 
anied Delegation a pleasant stay, hoping 
that this visit will play a big role in 
enhancing the ties between Our rwo 
nations and countries. 

$ CITROEN DIRAM 
"The Future is ours" 



United Nations Day message 


By Boutros Boutros-Ghali 

THE UNITED NASONS represents toe keystone of the 
long historic effort for structures of international coopera- 
tion in the service of humanity. In the United Nations, for 
the first time in history, the world found a mechanism for 
shared endeavour on a truly global scale. In the United 
Nations, states found an impartial mediator and in United 
Nations peace-keeping, an essential tooL Entire societies 
found support for political, economic and social develop- 
ment All peoples found a supporter of human rights and 
an advocate of international law. 

We must continue to build on our successes. We must not 
be deterred by setbacks. Lei us look forward. Let us con- 
tinue the work of reform and rationalisation to strengthen 
and improve international cooperation. 

The process of reform and renewal already under way at 
the United Nations has produced a vision of the future to 
guide our efforts in the period ahead. It is in essence, a 
simple vision — a vision of a United Nations that works. 


U.N. Day supplement inside 


TTie will of member states can be mobilised to fulfill this 
vision of toe United Nations. The entire family of nations 
can demonstrate courage worthy of the vision before us. 

A United Nations that works will help all peoples, men, 
women and children take adx'antage of emerging opportu- 
nities — opportunities the United Nations has helped to 
bring about — for peace, development and democratiza- 
tion. A United Nations that works has the capacity to 
anend to the increasing array of problems beyond' toe 
reach or interest of any single state or group of states. 

The. United Nations provides a unique instrument to 
translate, =k)hal consensus into concrete commitments and 
joint action. Here statehood is reinforced in an emerging 
international system. Here the weak have a voice that is 
strong and clear. Here lies the heart of our common 
endeavour for a better world. 

We all have a stake in toe world organisation whose sole 
purpose is common progress. Beyond all the obstacles lie 
bright prospects For our future — the future of all peoples, 
and all nations. 

J996^ S Sp “ it ' ^ us P rou< ^y celebrate United Nations Day 
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Arab press hails Civil servants unpaid since Taleban takeover 

TT, , . , KABUL (AFP) — Tens of thousands ' 
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CAIRO tAFPj — - The Arab 
press on Wednesday slammed 
Israel and paid tribute to 
Jacques Chirac alter a securi- 
ty row involving the French 
president’s visit to Jerusalem's 
Old City. 

Egypt's opposition daily Al 
Wafd said in a front-page edi- 
torial that “even Chirac was 
not spared (Israeli) humilia- 
tion” when he came up against 
heavy-handed Israeli security 
during his visit on Tuesday. 

'it is an unprecedented 
humiliation unknown in the 
annals of international diplo- 
macy." Al Wafd said. 

A furious Chirac berated 
Israeli security guards when 
they formed a right cordon 
around him during a walking 
tour of Old Jerusalem on Tues- 
day, preventing virtually all 
contact with Palestinian resi- 
dents. Israel Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu later 
apologised for the incident, 
which Mr. Chirac described as 
“provocation.” 

Al Wafd said Israeli leaders 
“have lost their minds,” and 
the security row was proof 
“that Israel, under Netanyahu, 
is leading the region and per- 
haps the whole world to the 
edge of the abyss." 

The London-based Arab 
daily Al Hayai said the “atti- 
tude of the Israeli government 
.. reflects a gang attitude." 

It said intrusive Israeli secu- 
rity implied 'The man was a 
terrorist who had bombs con- 
cealed in his clothes.” 

Al Hayat accused Israel of 
"arrogance” and urged the 
.Arabs to “weaken Israeli arro- 
gance ... because without a 
weaker Israel there can be no 
peace.” In Damascus, Syria’s 
government-run press said Mr. 
Chirac's treatment was a clear 
sign of Israel's hostile attitude 
to peace. 

“The attitude of Israeli lead- 
ers towards Mr. Chirac reveals 
their deep-rooted hostility to 
peace and its supporters. It’s a 
provocation against Europe 
and the rest of the world." the 


official daily Tishrin wrote. 

Tishrirt added: “If they f the 
Israelis) really wanted the 
peace process to succeed, they 
would have welcomed the 
president's efforts like Syria 
did" when it gave Mr. Chirac a 
hero’s welcome in Damascus 
at the start of his six-day Mid- 
dle East tour on Saturday. 

The Gulf Arab press also 
heaped praise on Mr. Chirac 
for standing up to Israel. 
“Jacques Chirac acted like a 
noble knight." the Saudi daily 
Al Madina said. "He said what 
no courageous Arab leader 
would have been able to say 
had he been in his shoes. The 
French president has brought 
meaning back to Middle East 
politics,” it said. 

The Arab press hailed Mr. 
Chirac's stand on the peace 
process, which has seen him 
call for an independent Pales- 
tinian state and an Israeli with- 
drawal from occupied land. 

“This positive and coura- 
geous position is not a surprise 
coming from the French presi- 
dent who always stood for jus- 
tice and peace ” the Egyptian 
government daily Al Akhbar 
said. 

In Iraq, the ruling Baaih 
Party newspaper Al Thawra 
said: “France and Europe are 
filling the gap left by the dis- 
appearance of the Soviet 
Union from the international 
scene.” and called on Arab 
states to “support France and 
use its Arab policy to deal with 
Washington." 

In Iran, Foreign Minister Aii 
Akbar Veiayari praised Mr. 
Chirac and welcomed a more 
“active French political pres- 
ence" in the region. 

Meanwhile. Palestinian 
newspapers brushed up on 
their French to welcome Mr. 
Chirac to the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip on Wednesday. 
“Welcome to Palestine, our 
friend Chirac." was the 
French headline splashed 
across the front page in Al 
Bilad next to a picture of the 
French flag. 


KABUL (AFP) — Tens of thousands 
of civil servants in the Afghan capital 
have not been paid their salaries since 
the Taleban militia overran the city 
nearly a month ago, officials told AFP 
Wednesday. 

Most of the city’s administrative 
cadres were last paid by the now oust- 
ed government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani two months 
ago. although some officials received 
their paycheques just days before the 
regime collapsed on Sept. 27. 

"I am managing to keep my family 
fed only be selling what remains of 
my possessions.” lamented office 
assistant Abdul Rauf. 65. who works 
in one of the city's main hospitals. 

“I haven't been paid for two months 
and now we barely keep alive by eat- 
ing water and bread, but (the govern- 
ment} srill insists that we come to 
work. 

“If this continues I will have no 
choice but to give up my job and 
begin begging." added the worker 
whose monthly salary is just 1 20,000 
afghanis ($8). 

Other civil servants confirmed that 
most had not been paid for two 
months and have approached their 
new Taleban rulers requesting their 
salaries. 

“Civil servants are in danger of 
starving as the winter approaches, but 
we don’t see any prospect of payment 
on the horizon as the Taleban response 
to our problem has been vague.’’ a 
senior official said. “It seems that the 
new government does not have the 
funds to pay officials,” he said. No 
official comment on the issue was 
immediately available here. 

The former government paid cadres 
with Afghani bank notes printed in 
Russia and other countries and 
shipped to Kabul, a luxury analysts 
say the Taleban probably do not enjoy 
as they have not been officially recog- 
nised as a government by any country. 

“Of course the wholesale printing 
and distribution of cash caused infla- 
tion. but it solved the problem of pay- 
ing official workers in the short term 
at least.” a Western observer said. 

The lack of money is expected to 
badly affect many families in the war- 
battened capital around which the first 
snows of winter have already fallen, 
aid workers stud. 

Most families already live on the 
breadline having sold most of their 
possessions in previous years to keep 
themselves alive during the biting 
cold of Kabul’s winters, they added. 
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An Afghan refugee, his wife and his son walk down the road, 15 kilo- 
metres north of the capital daring a rare lull on the main battlefront 
north of Kabul that gave villagers the chance to escape the combat 
zone (Reuters photo) 


Up to 150.000 people, including 
thousands of women, are believed to 
be employed by Kabul's civil service, 
although no exact figure was available 
from the authorities here. 

The Taleban 's top leader Mullah 
Mohammed Omar said earlier this 
month that thousands of female civ}] 
servants — who were barred from 
working by a Taleban edict issued the 
day after the seizure of the city — 
would continue to be paid at home, 
but cadres say no money has been 
received. 

“Nobody in the administration has 


been paid for at least a month, and cer- 
tainly women have not had their 
salaries delivered to them," a woman 
clerk who has been told to stay away 
from her ministry office said. 

“We now have no money coming in 
at all and have to rely on die kindness 
of relatives and aid agencies," she 
added. The Taleban, who sprang up 
from .the Koranic schools of Pakistan 
two years ago. have begun imposing 
their strict brand of Islamic law on 
Kabul since they set up an interim 
government here last month after 
ousting the Rabbani government 


Egypt evacuates pregnant woman from border 


CAIRO (AP) — A pregnant 
woman who is bleeding and 
in danger of losing her child 
was evacuated by Egypt on 
Wednesday from a squalid 
border camp, housing some 
100 Palestinians expelled 
froniLibya. 

Security officials said the 
woman was taken to a hospi- 
tal in the Mediterranean 
town of Mersa Matrouh. Her 
condition was not immedi- 
ately known. The action 
came after the Cairo office 
of the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) on Tuesday 
appealed to Egypt and Libya 
to help some 2 i Palestinians 
at the camp said to have 
emergency health problems. 

Mohammad Boukery, 
head of the LINHCR’s office, 
said that six pregnant 
women at the camp needed 


medical attention and com- 
plained that both Egyptian 
and Libyan authorities had 
refused to let them travel to 
nearby hospitals. 

Others suffer from high 
blood pressure, heart prob- 
lems or diabetes. 

Libyan leader Moammar 
Qadhafi began expelling 
Palestinians in September 
1995 to demonstrate his 
opposition to the Israeti- 
Palestinian peace accords. 

Most of die 2.000 people 
thrown out of Libya made it 
to the autonomous Palestin- 
ian areas in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip or to other 
Arab countries. 

Those stranded between 
the Libyan and Egyptian 
borders at a make-shift camp 
are mainly descendants of 
Palestinians who fled their 
homes with the creation of 


Israel in 1948 and whose 
future remains uncertain 
under the peace deals negoti- 
ated so fur. 

The woman evacuated 
Wednesday was identified as 
Ferial Mahmoud Ali, 
believed to be in her 30s. 
Palestinians said she had lost 
a child last year, shortly after 
the family was expelled 
from Libya to the camp. 

Egyptian security officials 
at the border said on Tues- 
day that Palestinians had 
complained that Libyan offi- 
cials turned down an appeal 
from Ali’s husband to move 
her to a Libyan hospital. 

Egypt’s Middle East news 
agency said that Egypt’s 
defence minister. Field Mar- 
shall Hussein Tantawi. 
ordered a military medical 
team on Tuesday to look into 
the woman’s plight. 


More than 
100 die in 
Sudan floods 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Recent floods in southern 
Sudan have killed 102 people 
and displaced more than 8,000 
others, the independent daily 
Alwan reported on Wednesday. 
It quoted John Dor, minister of 
state in the federal government, 
as saying that 52 people died in 
the Bor area while 50 others 
were killed by the floods in 
Tonj, southern Sudan. More 
than 8,000 others were made 
homeless in Wau, the capital of 
Bahral Ghazal state in south 
Sudan, the daily said. Dor. who 
is the chairman of a relief com- 
mittee for flood victims, said a 
delegation would travel to the 
stricken areas next week to 
evaluate the situation. 


Sudanese pilot defects 
with jet to Saudi Arabia 


JEDDAH (AP) — A 
defecting Sudanese fighter 
pilot has flown his Chi- 
nese-made jet to Saudi 
Arabia, where he is expect- 
ed to seek political asylum, 
a Saudi security source 
said Wednesday. 

The pilot — identified in 
Khartoum by Sudanese 
stale-run television as 
Ahmad Abul Jasim Ahmed 
— was being questioned 
by Saudi security person- 
nel, said the source, who 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

In Khartoum. Sudan's 
armed forces general com- 
mand confirmed that one 
of its F-6 jets was diverted 
to Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on 
Tuesday during a routine 


military exercise. 

The single-seal F-6 is the 
Chinese equivalent of the 
supersonic Russian-made 
MiG-19 jet. Both are old 
model warplanes. 

A Sudanese military 
communique said the 
defection was under inves- 
tigation and that Saudi 
authorities had been asked 
to return the jet. The com- 
munique did not mention 
the pilot. Saudi authorities 
told Sudan they would 
return the plane Wednes- 
day, the Saudi source said. 

Passenger jets have been 
hijacked from Sudan, but 
there have been no reports 
in recent years of military 
pilors defecting with their 
planes. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Israeli colonel transferred over killing 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The Israeli array has decided to 
transfer the commander of six soldiers killed in a pitched 
battle with Palestinian police during last month’s out- 
break of violence on the West Bank, a military source 
said Wednesday. The unidentified colonel commanded an 
infantry unit tasked with guarding Joseph’s Tomb, a Jew- 
ish holy site at Nablus in the autonomous Palestinian ter- 
ritories. An official inquiry into the incident found seri- 
ous errors were committed in the despatch of reinforce- 
ments to relieve troops fighting Palestinian police sur- 
rounding the tomb. It was one of the most serious inci- 
j dents in three days of clashes that left SO dead last month 
when Palestinian frustration spilled over at what was 
seen as Israeli violation of autonomy accords. 

Sudan opposition says members held 

CAIRO (AFP) — Sudan’s opposition Umma Party of 
former Prime Minister Sadek Al Mehdi on Wednesday 
charged that the authorities have arrested several of its 
members. “The Umma Party denounces the recent illegal 
arrests and detentions carried out by some members of 
the regime," said the party, in a statement received in the 
Egyptian capital. The Umma Party also called for 
international and regional human rights groups to inter- 
vene, adding that the arrests coincided with economic 
and other hardships. It said they came as the Umma Party 
was preparing to celebrate next week in Omdurman, 
Sudan's twin capital, the 100th anniversary of the death 
of Imam Abdul Rahman AI Mehdi whose father fought 
British forces. The members arrested or detained earlier 
this month were identified as officials in charge of the 
celebrations, especially members of the Islamic group 
Ansar linked to Umma. It identified six people, five of 
whom have been brought in for questioning doily since 
mid-October. 

Jihad journalist arrested in Gaza 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian police have jailed for 
a second time a journalist with close links to Islamic 
Jihad, a journalists’ union official said here Wednesday. 
Adrian Abu Husna, a former editor with Jihad's newspa- 
per IstiqlaL was arrested Tuesday night, said the head of 
the union in Gaza, Zakaria Al Talmas. Mr. Talmas said 
the union has intervened ro demand the journalist’s 
release, but police told them that Mr. Abu Husan’s arrest 
was “not related to his work as a journalist" and he 
remains in custody. Mr. Abu Husna was freed two weeks 
ago after being imprisoned in Gaza for 40 days without 
charge, Mr. Thlroas said, adding that Mr. Abu Husna 
resigned from his post as Isliqlal editor following his 
release. 

Iran invites U.S. wrestlers 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has invited the U.S. wrestling 
team to take part in the world cup to be held here next 
month, the first time it has issued an invitation to U.S. 
athletes since the 1979 Islamic revolution. Aref Rabti, 
secretary of Iran's wrestling federation, said the U.S. 
national team had not yet announced whether it would 
participate in the competition, although U.S. wrestling 
officials had earlier promised to attend. “If the U.S. team 
decides not to attend, we will lodge a complaint with the 
international amateur wrestling federation, because we 
attended (last year's) competition in the United States." 
the official news agency IRNA quoted Mr. Rabti as say- 
ing on Wednesday. Diplomatic relations have been sev- 
ered between Tehran and Washington since the revolu- 
tion which toppled the pro-American Sh3h and the two 
countries have been at loggerheads on nearly ail issues 
since. “If the Americans choose not to come it will prove 
their false claim to separation of sports from politics," 
Mr. Rabti said- “I believe the Americans are afraid of 
losing and raising questions about their world and 
Olympic titles." 

Algerian president visits Qatar 

DOHA (AFP) — Algerian President Liamine Zeroual 
arrived Wednesday in Doha for a two-day visit follow- 
ing a trip to Vietnam, the Qatari News Agency said, Mr. 
Zeroual, making his first official visit to Qatar since he 
was elected in November 1995, was met at the airport by 
the emir, Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Al Thank Political 
sources here said the visit was aimed at boosting cooper- 
ation in gas and oil production. Mr. Zeroual has been on 
tour since October 15, visiting Bahrain. China and Viet- 
nam. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 Iris 

14:15 Orid and the Gang 

14:30 .Take Your Pick 

35:00 Corington Cross 

15:30 Feature Film: Something 
for Joey 

17:00 News Flash 

17:01 ...Feature film (continued) 
18:00 ...Le Monde Est a Vous 

1930 News Headlines 

19:35 U.N. Facts 

20:01 American Chan Show 
2030 ....Drama — Material World 

21:00 - Kung Fu 

22:00 .News in English 

22*30 Feature film: Survive 

the Savage Sea 

23:59 .Taratata 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:24 - -JPajr 

05:41 (Sunrise) Duha 

11:20 - Dhuhr 

14:29 - — .‘Asr 

16:59 .Maghreb 

18:16 — — ‘ kha 

CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh'Tel. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

632785. _ n 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

Deb SaBe Church TeL 661757. 
Tfcrra Sancta Church TeL 
622366 



Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
TeJ. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
TeL 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman TeL 811295 

Fnghs h-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail with skies partly 
cloudy. Rainfall is expected in 
the northern parts of the King- 
dom with winds westerly mod- 
erate to active. On Friday, tem- 
peratures will dip further and rain 
is expected in the northern and 
central parts of the Kingdom. In 
Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm, 


Amman ,.....,. a .„ 

Aqaba 


, 13/23 

18/30 


Deserts _ 10/25 

Jordan Valley 18/30 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 22, .Aqaba 30 Humidity 
readings: Amman 46 per cent, 
Aqaba 43 per cent 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dr. Mukhtes Halaseh .—8 19220 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar 856457 

Dr. FadlAlKhatib -86 5456 

DcYMsfAIFa# 790J04 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy — .778336 
AI Asema pharmacy ..... 637055 
Al Salam pharmacy — 636730 
Yacoub pharmacy - — 644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy —637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy —.623672 
Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rabah Ai Bourirri —990312 
KhaEfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre 637111 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue — — —.630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue PoKce 192, 621111, 


637777 

Fire Brigade .617101 

Blood Bank -775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 


Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .787 1 1 J 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assstance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 623101 

Abdafi Ttetephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 77311 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 11 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power Company 

-636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 
53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khafiii Maternity. .M42S 1/6 
Akfleh Maternity, ....642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

MalhaSt J. Amman —..636140 


Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital — .845845 
AJ-M Dasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666126/37 

A)-Ahli,Abdali -..664164/6 

Italian, AUVfuhajreen 

777101/3 

AFBashir. .775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery _.S65I99 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

>.(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 

409)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) informa- 


tion department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport TeL 
(06)53200 where ii should 
always be verified. 

Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250.). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

09ti)5 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

09:20 Beirut (RT) 

09 JO New Delhi (RJ) 

0935 Muscat. Dhabi (RJ) 

JOHN) .Colombo (RJ) 

15:45 Zagreb (add) (RI) 

16:20 Moscow (RJ) 

1635 — Casablanca (RJ) 

17:45 .-London, Amsterdam (RJ) 
1&00 -Bangkok, Calacuna (RJ) 

18:15 Athens (RJ) 

19:00 -Abu Dhabi, Al ‘Ain (RJ) 

19:25 Rome(RJ) 

23:15 JLarnaca (RJ) 

Other flights 

13:00 Riyadh (SV) 

13:40 Shariqah (AH) 

19*35 .Cairo (MS) 

2055 . — J*aris, Damascus (AF) 

20:10 — — Beirut (ME) 

20:40 Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:20 Istanbul (TK) 

22:40..- Amsterdam (KL) 

23:25 London (KJ) 

02:00 — .-Rome (AZj 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba (RW) 

18:45 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:35 Beirut (RJ) 

06:15 Moscow (RT) 

07:00 Zagreb (add) fRJ) 

1025 — Abu Dhabi Al Ain (RJ) 
11:15 Amsterdam, Montreal, 
Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 -Rome (RJ) 

11 130 ——.—Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 
11 -30 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

1230 Athens (RJ) 

1225 .London (RJ) 

19*35 -..-.-Lamaca (RJ) 

20:10 (-Cairo (RJ) 

20*30 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 -Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

2130 Abu Dhabi Kuala Lumper (RJ) 
2130 —Abe Dhabi, Jakarta (add) (RJj 

22:00 Jakarta (RJ) 

0&00 Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:45 .Beirui, London (BA) 

07:45 .Beirut (ME) 

13:40 Abu Dhabi, Muscat (GF) 

1430 .-..Riyadh (SV) 

15:00 Algiers (AH) 

2035 — Cairo (MS) 

21:15 Tel Aviv LY) 

2235 -—Damascus, Paris (AF) 
23:40 .-Beirut, Amsterdam (KL) 

03:00 Rome(AZ) 

05:00 Istanbul (TK) 

05:40 1 London (KJ) 


09fe00 — — Aqaba (Rty) 

1930 Aqaba (from Tel Aviv) 


(KW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman 8:00 a-m. every 
Monday 

Ait. Damascus 54)0 p m every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 730 aan. , 
every Sunday 

Arr. Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday j 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 

Apple - .700/500 

Banana. 500/500 

Banana (mukhaxrunar) ..420/420 

Banana (imported) -.850/650 

Cabbage 124/60 

Carrot .2&Q/150 

Cauliflower. 260/180 

Cucumber ( large) 180/120 

Cucumber (small) 330/170 j 

EgEpIant-- 310/120 

Garlic — 720/500 

Grapes -450/420 

Guava 550/300 

Lemon — 360/200 

Marrow Gorge) 220/140 

Marrow (small) —350/220 

Mulukhiah 320/110 | 

Onion (green) 380/180 j 

Onion (dry) 140/80] 

0kra .850/500 ! 

Olive -580/400 I 

^ 600(420 ' 

Pepper (hot) 360/200 

Pepper (sweet) 360/200 

Pomegranate 360/250 

Potato 320/180 

Spinach 280/180 

String Bean 550/350 

Tomato 1 — 340/160 
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His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday evening welcomes French President 
Jacques Chirac at the Royal Court (photo by Yousef Al -Allan) 


Thneibat denies collusion with Iran 
to bring down government 


Home News 


1 ' ■ By a Jordan Times 

StalT Reporter 

AMMAN — The o\erull leader of the 
Muslim Brotherhood in Jordan. Abdul 
Majid Thneibat. has denied that his move- 
ment was colluding with Iran to bring down 
the government of Prime Minster' Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

Mr. Thneibat said in an interview pub- 
lished Tuesday in the Islamist weekly Al 
Sabeel that his group was opposed to the 
. > government as “it cannot maintain national 

unity or achieve economic progress." But 
he denied accusations that the Brotherhood 
was cooperating with Iran and the Palestin- 
ian Islamic Resistance Movement, Hamas, 
to topple the administration. 

“This is completely false and an attempt 
to rnn away from facing their responsibili- 
ties by holding others responsible." he said. 
Dr. Thneibat was quoted by the newspaper 
as saying that the Brotherhood’s demand 
for die resignation of the prime minister 
and his contingent does not stem from per- 
sonal differences with the premier but 
rather from a concrete belief that the gov- 
ernment is "unfit to govern." 

Blasting the government's economic, 
domestic and foreign policies, Mr. Thneibat 
said: “The crisis w ith the government is not 
limited to the (Muslim i Brothers. It is with 
all national and political forces in the coun- 
try." 

He attacked authorities on the issue of 
human rights, citing a report released by the 
^ Arab Organisation for Human Right* in 
Jordan earlier this week. 

The leader of the Brotherhood, the pow er 
base of the Islamic Action From which is 
represented by 15 members in the Lower 
House of Parliament, also accused the gov- 
ernment of marginalising Parliament, mak- 
ing illegal arrests and rorturing political 
detainees. 

Official sources have denied these allega- 
tions. 


But Mr. Thneibat sought to stress that 
opposition to the government “does not 
necessarily mean opposition to the 
regime." 

“There is a difference between the gov- 
ernment and the regime." he said, “and 
when we oppose the government and cer- 
tain policies... that does not mean that we 
necessarily oppose the regime." 

He said it is “unwise for the Kabariti gov- 
ernment to hide behind the regime to 
implement its policies." he said. 

Asserting that the Brotherhood's loyalty 
to the homeland cannot be questioned, he 
described the Islamists' political work as 
based on ideological beliefs which stress 
the need to protect the security and stabili- 
ty of the country. 

“As for Hamas, it is clear that the group 
only works against Israel and does not 
interfere in the domestic affairs of any Arab 
or Muslim country." he said. 

• Mr. Thneibat. who was elected as leader 
of the Brotherhood two years ago and is 
considered a moderate among its ranks, 
severely attacked the Taleban movement in 
Afghanistan, saying that its actions distort 
the image of Islam in the eyes of the world. 

He said the Jordanian Islamists supported 
the Afghan Mujahedeen against Soviet 
dominance in the past, but after that war 
ended, some factions became 'tools’ in for- 
eign governments' hands. He did not speci- 
fy' which countries. 

As such, he said, the Taleban movement, 
which recently entered Kabul, is acting 
against Islamic ideals and has distorted 
Islamic values. 

“(The Taiebans' actions) distort Islam and 
show it in a shameful way. as if it is about 
growing beards and wearing thoubs (long 
dresses) and (making) an enemy of women. 
The Islam that we call for and believe in is 
the Islam that believes in justice and chari- 
ty, unity and equality between men and 
women." said Mr. Thneibat. 


Zarqa police foil planned 
robbery scheme 



.. i 


By Rana Husseini 

Special in the Jordan 77wo 

AMMAN — Zarqa police 
Wednesday reported a 
failed attempt to rob a 
Zarqa bank on Monday, 
according to an official 
source. 

The source said that two 
i men, identified only as 
T.M.. 31, from Karak. and 
N.A.. 23. a Zarqa resident, 
were apprehended in a 
rental car 100 metres dis- 
tant from the bank which, 
authorities allege, the two 
men intended to rob. 

Police confiscated an 
automatic weapon, with 30 
bullets, gloves, a switch 
blade, a building plan of the 


bank, and two pieces of 
paper with menacing com- 
mands. the source said. 

One of the papers said: 
"Obey all orders, we are 
willing to kill everyone." 
and another “Keep all the 
employees secure, we only 
want to open the safe and 
take the money." 

The source told the Jor- 
dan times Wednesday that 
police had acted upon a cit- 
izen tip that two men were 
planning to rob a bank in 
Zarqa. 

Upon preliminary ques- 
tioning of the two suspects, 
both of whom had previous 
records, the men confessed 
that they had planned to rob 
the bank while in prison. 


“The two suspects wanted 
to make quick capital and 
resolved to rob the bank." 
the source said. 

He added that, in their 
confession, the two sus- 
pects said they planned to 
enter the bank, one of them 
waving the firearm, while 
the other suspect held the 
bank director at knite point 
“until all demands are 
met." 

According to the official, 
the two suspects had previ- 
ously planned to rob a dif- 
ferent bank in Zarqa, but 
their plans were deterred by 
the presence of security 
forces on the premises. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FILM 

* “La teta y la luna” at Institute Cervantes. 
Jabal Amman on Thursday at 4:30 p.m. 

* “Greek to Gothic” (with commentary in 
Arabic by Adnan Al Sharif) at Darat Al 
Funun. Jabal Weibdeh on Thursday at 5:00 
p.m. 

ITALIAN FILM WEEK 

Ifc Two films entitled "Regalo di Natale" 
(Christmas Present) and “Romamso di un 
eiovane povero" (The Story ot a Poor 
Young Man) at the Royal Cultural Centre 
on Thursday respectively at 5:00 p.m. and 
8:00 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

"‘Egyptian products exhibition at the 
Internationa! Exhibition Centre, Maij Al 
Hamam. until Ocl 29. 

* Exhibition of “Visual Forms” by Abdul 
Larif AJ Smoodi at Baladna .Art Gallery. 
Gardens St., until Oct. 30 
^Exhibition of children's books at Hnya 
Cultural Centre, until Oct. 29. 

" Exhibition entitled “Jerusalem Domes, 
Doors and Windows’ comprising photos 
by Julia Reinholt and paintings by Riham 
Ghassib at the Gallery, the interconti- 
nental Hotel, until Ocl 31. 

*"Wadi Al Faynan Art Exhibition"’ — 
works by several artists inspired by Wadi 
Faynan at Balka Art Gallery, until Oct. 31. 


Prime minister urges regional 
expansion of cultural activities 



Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Wednesday mecLs with Minister of Culture 
Ahmad Qudah and senior ministry officials (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (.Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Wednesday urged 
the Ministry of Culture to 
decentralise its activities to 
areas outside of the King- 
dom’s capital. 

Mr. Kabariti emphasised 
the importance of cultural 
stimulation in the various 
gove morales a* well as the 
rural and badia areas. 

During a visit to the Min- 
istry of Culture where he 
met with Minister of Cul- 
ture Ahmad Qudah. the 
prime minister said that 
movement is needed to pro- 
tect a national cultural iden- 
tity and urged the ministry 
to disperse national library 
and theatre activities. 

The prime minister 
encouraged close coopera- 
tion with official and pri- 
vate institutions in order to 
establish contact with for- 
eign cultural anuches who. 
he said, ought to be invited 
to cultural events. 

Mr. Kabariti also suggest- 
ed holding functions at 
archaeological sites involv- 
ing national artists and 
painters. 


Dr. Qudah outlined the 
main functions of his min- 
istry for the prime minister, 
its involvement in printing 
and publishing books by 
Jordanian authors as well as 
its foreign cultural 
exchanges. 

Mr. Kabariti Wednesday 
also discussed issues of 
financial concern and the 
general situation of the 
treasury in a meeting with 
Minister of Finance Mar- 
wan Awad 

The two reviewed the 
genera] broadlines of the 
1997 fiscal budget which 
the ministry's budget 
depan ment annually pre- 
pares and submits to rele- 
vant departments before the 
end of December. 

The draft budget will be 
examined by a' group of 
specialists affiliated with 
the budget department 
before the ministry can sub- 
mit it to the Council of 
Ministers. 

Also Wednesday the 
Prime Minister visited the 
Drivers and Vehicles 
Licensing Department and 
was briefed on new proce- 


dures for issuing driving 
licences and registering 
motor vehicles. 

Mr. Kabariti was accom- 
panied by Public Security 
Department (PSD) Director 


Nasouh Muhieddin and was 
briefed on general restruc- 
turing of various depart- 
ments therein. 

The prime minister later 
visited the security depart- 


ment's workshops where he 
watched PSD's \ chicle 
maintenance woik and 
called on the Ro\aI Police 
Academy which trains 
police cadres. 


New health plan to aid indigent cancer patients 

Japan donates equipment 
to cancer centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan is donating 
$102,548 worth of surgical equipment to Al 
AmaJ Cancer Centre under die auspices of 
the Japanese Gram Assistance for Grass- 
roots Projects (GAGP). according to an 
agreement signed in Amman Wednesday. 

Japanese Ambassador to Jordan Takayuki 
. Kimura signed the grant with President of 
the Executive Council of the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies i GUV'S) Dr. 
Abdullah Khatib and said that the agree- 
ment reflects ongoing cooperation between 
Jordan and Japan. 

In a statement at die signing ceremony. 
Mr. Kimura explained that the GAGP was 
founded by the Japanese government in 
1993 in order to offer assistance to those 
non-govemmemal organisations active in 
the fields of primary health care, poverty 
resolution, environmental protection, 
human resource training, women's empow- 
erment and programmes for the disabled. 

The Japanese government anticipates 
increasing cooperation abroad and encour- 
ages Japanese organisations to execute 
joint ventures with the Jordanian business 
community, added the ambassador. 

Dr. Khatib. who is also head of a nation- 
al task force responsible for the realisation 
of A I Aroal Cancer Centre, said that the 


grant entails the provision of surgical 
equipment lor one of the centre’s clinics. 

The centre, expected to start its opera- 
tions in the next month, provides compre- 
hensive treatment for cancer patients and is 
open not onI\ to Jordanian citizens but to 
patients from other countries as well. 

The surgical instruments donated by the 
Japanese government will be used in: gen- 
eral surgery, obstetrics, gynaecology, 
neuro-surgery and plastic surgery in cases 
where these implements might aid cancer 
treatment, according to a press release front 
the Japanese Embassy. 

Dr. Khatib thanked Japan for its donation 
and stated that his task force has decided to 
arrange for cancer patients to benefit from 
the centre’s services by introducing a spe- 
cial health insurance plan costing families 
an annual JDS and whose proceeds would 
go to finance the treatment of the cancer 
patients treated therein (see related story). 

Japan introduced their grassroots organi- 
sation to Jordan in 1993 which aims at 
extending assistance to nqn-govem mental 
organisations, research institutes, hospitals 
and local governments . 

Through the GAGP. Japan has donated a 
total of approximately $1,308,623 for pro- 
jects in the Kingdom. 


Germany 

offers 

recreational 
equipment 
to the deaf 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ger- 
man ambassador to Jordan 
Peter Mende Wednesday 
presented the Prince Ali 
Ben Al Hussein Club for 
the Deaf with a gift of 
sportswear and recreational 
equipment. 

The ambassador 

expressed his country's 
readiness to offer other 
forms of assistance to help 
promote activities for dis- 
abled children. 

Head of the club's man- 
aging board. Mohammad 
Abdul Wahid explicated 
its social, cultural and 
sports activities which, he 
said. aids an estimated 
400 members, including 
300 young people, in 
developing physical and 
mental prowess. 

Mr. Abdul Wahid 
expressed his appreciation 
for the donation and 
explained that his club was 
striving to acquire comput- 
ers for deaf training. He 
also thanked the Ministry 
of Youth for an earlier JD 
5,000 donation to help the 
club build permanent 
premises as well as the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces for 
its bequest of 3.5 dunums 
of land where the dub 
management plans to set up 
its permanent locution. 

Building design* are ready, 
he said, but donations are 
needed for its construction. 

Minister of Youth Moham- 
mad Daoudieh was present 
at the presentation and stated 
Jordan’s appreciation of 
Germany’s continual aid to 
Jordan. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN - In response to 
governmental inability to 
cover medical expenses 
for all cancer patients, the 
General Union of Volun- 
tary Societies (GUVS) has 
decided to launch an insur- 
ance plan to cover the 
costs of comprehensive 
cancer care for low- 
income citizens at the Al 
Antal Centre. 

Through a campaign 
which encourages fami- 
lies to subscribe an annual 
JDS insurance plan for 
cancer treatment. GUVS 
President Abdullah Khatib 
said the plan, currently 
under study by the organi- 
sation. could provide need- 
ed funding. 

“We approached the gov- 
ernment (to obtain finan- 
cial backing)," Dr. Khatib 
said, "but, unfortunately, 
without any result and. 
therefore, we resorted to 
donors whose generosity 
made this centre a reality." 

He said the Al Amal cen- 
tre will open its doors "in 
the next few months" and 
be equipped with medical 
and technical staff, as well 
as essentia] facilities, to 
treat "between three and 
four thousand new cases 
every year.” for a total run- 
ning cost of “not less then 
JD10 million a year” 

Dr. Khatib's hope is that, 
"if ai least 200,000 aver- 
age Jordanian families 
consisting of five members 
subscribe an annual JDS as 
insurance, we could cover 
a great part of the cancer 
treatment costs for the cen- 
tre’s patients." 

For certain cases recently 
treated at the Jordan Uni- 
versity Hospital, medical 
expenses maximised at S 
295,000 for one patient. 


Dr. Khatib noted, conced- 
ing that "on the other hand, 
the same treatment abroad 
would have been even 
more expensive.” 

To plan the minutiae of 
the project, draft related 
by-laws and finalise the 
proposed insurance 

scheme, the GUVS is cur- 
rently consulting with the 
Ministries of Health. 
Social Development. 
Finance and Trade and 
industry. 

"We also contacted pri- 
vate companies in the 


Kingdom (with the cancer 
insurance proposal), and 
they welcomed the idea." 
he added. 

With a 1 20-bed in- 
patient hospital capacity 
fully equipped for highly 
advanced therapies such as 
bone marrow transplants 
as well as adult and paedi- 
atric chemotherapy. Al 
Amal Cancer Centre will 
operate as a non -govern- 
mental. non-profit organi- 
sation. members of” the 
board of trustees said. 

The 30.000 square metre 


medical facility also 
includes out-patient clin- 
ics. radio-diagnostic, 
radio-therapy and nuclear 
medicine departments. 

A national task force for 
the establishment of the A! 
Amal Cancer Centre was 
formed under the umbrella 
of die GUVS in I9S4, and 
donations collected from 
different fund-raising cam- 
paigns have heretofore 
amounted to more than 
$15 million, according to 
an AI Amal statement.' 


Prosecution presents material evidence in sabotage case 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The prosecu- 
tion in a State Security 
Court trial Wednesday pre- 
sented material evidence in 
their attempt to indict three 
men accused of plotting to 
cany' out acts of sabotage. 

Charges pressed by "the 
military' prosecution against 
Ikremah Mahmoud, 28, 
Yousef Ahmad. 27 and Ali 
Mahmoud, 27. include plot- 
ting to carry out extremist 
attacks and possessing ille- 
gal explosives with illicit 
intent. 

Testifying for the prose- 
cution was explosives 

expert Captain Ali Ensour 
of the Preventive Security 
Department who said that 
all of the landmines he 
examined in February of 
1996 were, indeed, active. 

According to Cupt. 
Ensour the landmines. 


which belong to the Jordan- 
ian Armed Forces and 
which the prosecutor 
charged were found at the 
defendants’ houses subse- 
quent to their arrest, were 

designed for use against 
tanks as well as humans. 

“These landmines are 
approximately seven years 
old and are extremely per- 
nicious to human beings 
and tanks," the explosive 
expen said. 

Cap!. Ensour added that 
he had to destroy seven of 
the mines because "they 
were hazardous, because 
die mine fuse was defective 
and I had to get rid of the 
explosives.** 

According to the prosecu- 
tion charge sheet, the 
defendants collected land- 
mines from a land mine 
field in Ajloun in Nov. of 
1995 and planned to target 
Israeli tourists visiting the 
area. 


The three were appre- 
hended by authorities in 
Ajloun. on Feb. 9. 1996 
before any attack was car- 
ried out. 

After searching the men. 
six landmines designed for 
use against tanks and 12 
landmines designed for 
human targets were found 
in their possession, accord- 
ing to the prosecution 
charge sheet. 

Last month, the three 
defendants pleaded guilty 
to charges of possessing 
illegal explosives but 
denied intention of illicit 
use. 

Capt. KhaJid Abdul 
Hamid, of the Ajloun 
Police Department testified 
that he searched the three 
defendants’ respective liv- 
i ng quarters and fou nd 
three landmines hidden in a 
closet at Ikremah Mah- 
moud's residence, four 
landmines at the house of 


Yousef Ahmad and one 
automatic weapon at Ali 
Mohammad's house. 

Al llic end of die three- 
hour court session, the 


court tribunal postponed 
the case for Nov. 2. to hear 
(he last two prosecution 
witnesses. 
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Norwegian premier resigns 


Jordan Times, Thursday-Friday, October 24-25, 1996 


OSLO (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Gro Harlem 
Brundtland stunned Norway 
Wednesday by abruptly 
announcing her resignation 
but refused to say if she 
was leaving to angle for the 
U.N. secretary general's 
post. 

The move brings down 
the Labour government in 
power since 1990. but opens 
the way for Ms. Brundt- 
land's protege, party leader 
Thorbjoem Jagland, to take 

over as head" of the next 
government. 

Ms. Brundtland said her 
resignation would take ef- 
fect Friday and that she 
would ask King Harold V to 
name Mr. Jagland, 45. as 
her successor. 

Ms. Brundtland said she 
had made the decision to 
resign a year ago. 

She did not give a reason 
for stepping down but it has 
been speculated that the 57- 


year old Gro, as she is pop- 
ularly., called in Norway, 
made the move now to 
make herself available for a 
top international assign- 
ment. 

Her name has been tossed 
around in New York as a 
possible successor to U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali, whose term ends at 
the end of the year. 

Ms. Brundtland has so far 
refused to get embroiled in 
the controversy surrounding 
Dr. GbaLi. diplomatically 
underlining that she is not a 
candidate as long as the 
U.N. has a secretary gener- 
al. But insiders have long 
maintained that the post is 
right up her alley. 

Asked by reporters 
Wednesday if she would 
seek a job as head of an 
international organisation, 
she replied only: "I will 
return to parliament as a 
simple deputy ” 


She said that she chose to 
announce her resignation 
Wednesday, two weeks be- 
fore a Labour Party con- 
gress, in order to give the 
party time to prepare for the 
next general elections in 
September. 

“The first year after 
Norway rejected member- 
ship in the EU was not a 
suitable time to announce 
my resignation," she said. 

In 1994 Norwegians 
rejected membership in the 
EU by a vote of 52.2 per 
cent versus 47.8. a crushing 
defeat for Ms. Brundtland 
who had fought hard to get 
her country a spot in the 
onion. 

Ms. Brundtland assured 
that the transition would be 
a smooth one. 

“This is a change in the 
team, not in policy," she 
said, adding that she was 
“100 per cent sure that Mr. 
Jagland will be the best can 



Norwegian Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland (left) speaks to the Norwegian 
parliament as she announces her resignation on OcL 23. Fifty-seven-year-old 
Brundtland saw It fit to step down after dominating Norwegian politics in the 1980’s 
and 90’s (Reuter photo) 


Signs emerge of breakup 
of Japan opposition party 


TOKYO (R) — Prime 
Minister Ryutaro 

Hashimoto may be having a 
hard time finding coalition 
partners, but things looked 
worse Wednesday for 
Japan’s main opposition 
party, which showed signs 
of breaking up. 

Sources in Shinshinto 
(New Frontier Party) said 
widespread discontent bad 
erupted in the party against 
maverick leader Ichiro 
Ozawa. 

“We should opt for a 
negotiated divorce," the 
sources quoted ex-Premier 
Morihiro Hosokawa as 
telling Mr. Ozawa Tuesday 
night. 

Mr. Hosokawa and anoth- 
er former prime minister. 
Tsutomu Hata, lead a fac- 
tion that has always chafed 
under Mr. Ozawa's leader- 
ship. 

Shinshinto managed a dis- 
mal 154 lower house seats 
in Sunday's election, four 
fewer than in the old parlia- 
ment, and Mr. Ozawa bore 
the brunt of the blame for 
the defeat. 

Several anti -Ozawa law- 
makers said they were ready 
to leave because of what 
they described as Ozawa’s 
autocratic leadership. 

In the ruling camp Mr. 
Hashimoto. although 
assured of remaining prime 
minister, ran into trouble in 
his bid to put together a 
coalition to help his Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP) 
govern when the co-leader 
of the Democratic Party sig- 


nalled his intention of stay- 
ing in opposition rather than 
join an LDP coalition. 

With 52 seats in the pow- 
erful lower house, the 
Democrats hold a key to a 
stab le maj ori ty for M r. 
Hashimoto ’s would-be 

coalition. In Sunday’s elec- 
tion. the LDP won 239 
seats. 12 seats short of a 
majority in the 500-seat 
chamber. 

The LDP is courting its 
partners in the outgoing 
coalition, the Social De- 
mocrats and the tiny Saki- 
gake Party, and also wants 
to add the Democrats. The 
Social Democrats have 15 
seats and Sakigake just two. 

“Now is the time for us to 
hunker down.” Democratic 
Party co-leader Yukio 
Hatoyama told Reuters 
Financial Television. 

“No decision has been 
made since we have not yet 
been officially approached 
by the LDP, but basically, I 
believe our stance should be 
to stan off as an opposition 
party." 

Mr. Hatoyama. a former 
Sakigake leader and a one- 
time member of the 
reformist bloc which ended 
the LDP's 38-year monop- 
oly on power in 1993, said 
the Democrats were con- 
cerned their voices would 
be drowned out in a coali- 
tion. 

“Fifty-two seats- is not 
enough," he said. 

Sakigake looks set to join 
a Hashimoto-led govern- 
ment. but the "Social 


Democrats — whose back- 
ing is needed for smooth 
handling of the upper house 
especially — have yet to 
decide. 

Socialist head Tafcako Doi 
has been cool to the idea, 
but upper house members of 
her party are pushing to join 
the ruling camp. 

Mr. Hatoyama said a con- 
servative alliance of the 
LDP and defectors from 
Shinshinto could not be 
ruled out. 

He said that with more 
than 50 seats, the 
Democrats — ardent advo- 
cates of trimming down 
government and reducing 
bureaucrats' grip on policy 
— would still have the abil- 
ity to introduce bills into 
parliament as an opposition 
party. 

He questioned the LDP's 
commitment to such 
changes, even though Mr. 
Hashimoto made calls for 
“administrative reform” a 
centrepiece of his cam- 
paign. 

Mr. Hatoyama said for the 
Democrats, the best out- 
come would be for the LDP 
to form a stand-alone, 
minority government. 

“Then we would support 
those policies we thought 
right and oppose those we 
didn’t,” he said. 

Mr. Hashimoto wants to 
work out the shape of his 
government by early 
November so parliament 
can convene on Nov. 7 .to 
formally reappoint the 
prime minister. 


Fire kills 30 in Venezuelan jail 


CARACAS (R) — The charred bodies of 
30 prisoners were removed from a tense 
Venezuelan jail Tuesday night after a fire 
that was apparently caused by tear gas can- 
isters fired by guards, prison officials said. 

Other prisoners bad prevented the bodies 
from being moved until journalists had 
been allowed to enter the jail. 

According to local radio reports. 29 of the 
dead inmates have been identified but 
prison officials declined to give a precise 
death toll. 

“We are making a list ... There are about 
25 to 30 dead. There are burned bodies on 
top of each other,” national prisons director 
Antonio Marval told reporters outside La 
Planta jail on the southwestern outskirts of 
the capital. 

Human rights activists and some officials 
earlier said the death toll could be as high as 
40. 


The fire started when national guardsmen 
closed off a wing of the prison and threw 
tear gas canisters inside, Mr. Marval said. 
“We could be talking about murder here,” 
he added. 

A Reuter photographer who entered the 
cramped and blackened area where the fire 
occurred counted more than 20 bodies, 
many of them burned beyond recognition. 
Several prisoners had tried in vain to escape 
the flames by hiding under beds. Others 
were fused together, clinging to one anoth- 
er as they died. 

Prison inmates insisted that the guards 
started the fire without cause and Defence' 
Minister Nicolas Valencia said he has 
ordered the arrest of six guards involved in 
the incident. 

Hours after the fire it was still not clear 
why the guards locked up the prisoners or 
how the tear gas canisters started the Fire. 


didate" to head the govem- 
;meot. 

' Mr. Jagland has for a long 
time been regarded as the 
natural successor to Ms. 
Brundtland. Political circles 
had speculated that Ms. 
Brundtland would resign to 
make room for Mr. Jagland. 
but had not expected the 
decision so soon. 

She made the announce- 
ment during a question-and- 
answer session in parlia- 
ment. After she dropped the 
bombshell, the parliamen- 
‘ tan' session was halted and 
the deputies left in a state of 
confusion. 

Apart from King Hamid 
V. only the Speaker of 
Parliament. Kirsti Kolle 
Grondahi. and Mr. Jagland 
knew of Ms. Brundtland’s 
plans in advance. 

Ms. Brundtland. the first 
woman to head the Nor- 
wegian government, has 
been prime minister three 
times: from February to 
October of 1981. from 1986 
to 1989 and since 1990. She 
resigned as Labour Party 
leader in 1992 after the sui- 
cide of her son. but 
remained premier. 

Ms. Brundtland. who has 
reputation as a champion of 
developing countries, wo- 
men’s rights and the envi- 
ronment. summed up her 10 
years in power by saying 
Wednesday that she thought 
she had “done a good job.” 

On the international 
scene, she said she was 
most “proud" of her contri- 
bution to the creation of the 
European economic area, 
which groups members of 
the EU and the European 
Free Trade Association. 

Her biggest regret, she 
added, is that Norway has 
remained outside the EU. 


N. Korea 
says don’t 
meddle with 
missile test 

TOKYO (R) — North 
Korea has said no country 
has the right to interfere 
with another country’s mis- 
sile tests, state media said 
Wednesday. 

It was Pyongyang's first 
official reaction to a U.S. 
warning to North Korea to 
not carry out missile tests. 

‘The United Stales and 
some other countries are 
making a fuss over the 
rumors that the DPRK 
(North Korea) is preparing 
for a medium-range missile 
firing test.'' a spokesman 
for the North Korean for- 
eign ministry said in a 
statement carried on the 
state-run Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA). 

“In a bid to draw public 
attention, they describe this 
as ‘causing the tensions' 
and pretend to be con- 
cerned over the situation on 
the Korean peninsula. 

“As far as the missile fir- 
ing test is concerned, it 
belongs to our sovereignty, 
and no one else is entitled 
or has any ground to med- 
dle with it.” the statement 
said in a report monitored 
in Tokyo. 

It did not say whether 
North Korea was actually 
preparing such a test. 

“When a missile is devel- 
oped and conditions are' 
ripe, we may test-fire the 
missile at any time we 
think fit and in this or that 
way. For others to talk 
about this affair is some- 
thing arrogant yet ridicu- 
lous and a wanton infringe- 
ment on our sovereignty." 
the North Korean state- 
ment said. 

Last Friday, the United 
States said it had sent a 
“very strong message" to 
North Korea not to carry 
out a medium-range ballis- 
tic missile test that 
Pyongyang was reported to 
have been preparing. 

“We have conveyed a 
very strong message to the 
North Koreans that they 
ought not to undertake such 
a test," state department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
told a news briefing in 
Washington. 
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Rwandan refugees flee Uvira refugee camps towards the town of Bukavu in Zaire on 
OcL 22. Fighting rages on between the Zairean army and Tutsi militia in eastern 
Zaire in a bid to forcefully move the Tbtsi back to their countries of origin in Rwanda 
and Burundi (Reuter photo) 

Aid agencies warn of catastrophe in Zaire 


BUKAVU. Zaire f R) — .Aid 
agencies warned 

Wednesday of catastrophe 
facing hundreds of thou- 
sands of people in eastern 
Zaire as refugees and others 
fled fighting. 

Aid workers said that 
unless food arrived within 
days in the town of Bukavu. 
hundreds of thousands of 
Rwandan and Burundian re- 
fugees and displaced 
Zairean civilians would go 
hungry. 

“We are definitely facing 
a looming catastrophe if 
food supplies cannot arrive 
in Bukavu. We need food 
there immediately to go 
ahead for the distribution 
scheduled for Nov. 3.” said 
U.N. World Food 
Programme (WFP) spokes- 
woman Brenda Barton. 

She said the WFP supply 
to Goma town, north of 
Bukavu. was cut when 
Zaire closed its borders with 
Uganda, stranding 2.500 
tonnes of food in 68 trucks 
for camps in Zaire on the 
frontier. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros GhaJi said Tuesday 
he feared fighting between 
the army and ethnic Tutsis, 
would deteriorate further 
jmd that there would be con- 
frontation between Zaire 
and Rwanda. 

Eastern Zaire has been set 
to explode in ethnic vio- 
lence since genocide and 
civil war in Rwanda in 1994 
sent more than a million 
Hutu refugees streaming in. 
stoking local rivalries. 

But fighting has widened 
in the last six weeks since 
Zairean troops joined ethnic 


clashes between Tutsis. who 
have lived in Zaire for gen- 
erations and are known as 
Banyamulenge. and native 
Zaireans. 

U.N. officials say they 
fear an emergency similar 
to the 1994 Rwanda geno- 
cide and refugee exodus and 
are concerned at the possi- 
bility of regional conflict 
involving Rwanda and 
Burundi. 

.Aid workers said some 
36,000 refugees abandoned 
Nyangezi and Nyangezi- 
Mulwa camps southwest of 
Bukavu Tuesday and they 
estimated up to 50.000 
refugees and displaced 
Zaireans crossed from 
Uvira area into south 
Bukavu on the same day. 

“These people are moving 
not only north but west to 
camps southwest of Bukavu 
but as many are travelling 
through the hills their num- 
bers are hard to estimate." 
said Paul Stromberg. 
spokesman for the U.N. 
Hish Commissioner For 
Refugees (UNHCR). 

“About 1,000 people had 
arrived on the southern 
edges of Bukavu town by 
Tuesday night and this 
morning.” he added! 

Aid workers said .700- 
refugees per hour Tuesday 
were passing their hospital 
at Nyangezi. 22 kilometres 
south of Bukavu, heading 
for the border town, which 
has enough food for only a 
few days? 

Mr. Stromberg said 12 
refugees crossed from Zaire 
into Rwanda on Tuesday 
but UNHCR was planning it 
would receive 75.000 


Aid workers said 
Wednesday angry Zaireans 
armed with spears and 
machetes tried to block their 
evacuation from eastern 
Zaire and it was impossible 
for aid agencies to work in 
Uvira town as nervous 
Zairean soldiers were loot- 
ing agency vehicles. 

“I wasn't really afraid of 
the Banyamulenge. 1 was 
more afraid of defeated sol- 
diers.” said one aid worker, 
who declined to be identi- 
fied but was evacuated from 
Bukavu. north of Uvira. 

They said aid workers try- 
ing to reach Uvira airport 
Monday to take a flight out 
were confronted by crowds 
of angry Zaireans wearing 
red bandannas and armed 
with spears, machetes and 
stones. 

Zairean troops escorting 
the aid workers opened fire 
mosrly in the air and one 
person in the crowd was 
killed, they added. 

Troops cleared militia 
roadblocks from the route to 
Uvira airport Tuesday, 
allowing a totai of 58 for- 
eign aid workers, the last in 
Uvira. to be evacuated to 
Bukavu. Uganda and 
Kenya. 

"“People" are bitter as they 
feel the international com- 
munity is abandoning them 
to the Banyamulenge." one 
aid worker said. 

They said they estimated 
78 people were killed and 
60 wounded when fighting 
between Banyamulenge. 
Zairean mi litas and Zairean 
troops broke out at Kiliba 
airstrip 15 kilometres from 
Uvira Friday. 


‘Russian nuclear safeguards weaker’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Central Intelligence Agency 
has concluded that Russia's 
control over its nuclear 
arsenal has been weaken- 
ing, but the chance of unau- 
thorised launch or black- 
mail remains low. CIA offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

‘The Russian nuclear 
command and control sys- 
tem is being subjected to 
stress that it was not 
designed to withstand as a 
result of wrenching social 
change, economic hardship 
and malaise widiin the 
armed forces," according to 
a classified report prepared 
last month, the officials 
said. 

The Cl A report, titled 
“Prospects for Unsanc- 
tioned Use of Russian 
Nuclear Weapons” and 
stamped top secret, was dis- 
closed by the Washington 
Times in its Tuesday edi- 
tions. CIA officials con- 
firmed the accuracy of the 
material from the spy 
agency quoted in the article 
while voicing concern over 
its public disclosure, the lat- 
est in a series of sensitive 
intelligence documents 
leaked to the newspaper. 

But State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said the administration 
believes Russia has control 
over its nuclear force. 

“The Pentagon, the State 
Department and the White 
House all agree, having 
looked at this question very 
carefully, that ... The 
Russian government has 
control over its nuclear 
weapons force and over the 
nuclear material in the 
Russian stockpile.” he told 
reporters. 

He refused to address the 
CIA claim that Russia's 
control has weakened. 

But on the nuclear securi- 
ty issue in general he said 
that “President i Bill > 


Clinton has made this as 
much a priority as any for- 
eign policy issue over the 
last four years” by backing 
arms control treaties with 
Moscow and U.S. pro- 
grammes that help improve 
Russian nuclear security. 

A U.S. official, speaking 
anonymously, went further, 
saying: “I think their 

(Russians’) ability to pro- 
tect fissile material has 
probably improved. They 
have give it a lot more 
attention inside Russia and 
we’ve given them help.” 

Defence department 
spokesman Ken Bacon said 
Tuesday that the Pentagon 
was moving to crack down 
on protection of secrets on 
orders of Defence Secretary 
William Perry after the 
series of leaks to Times 
reporter Bill Gertz. 

“The defence investiga- 
tive service investigated 
this leak and several other 
leaks and turned this infor- 
mation over to the justice 
department. The FBI has 
taken over the cases.” said 
Mr. Bacon, who declined to 
elaborate. 

The Times cited the report 
as warning of “conspiracies 
within nuclear-armed units” 
to commit blackmail 
involving the arsenal of 
28.000 nuclear-tipped 
weapons. 

“This has become a con- 
cern as living conditions 
and morale have deteriorat- 
ed in the military, even 
among elite nuclear sub- 
mariners, nuclear warhead 
handlers and SRF (Strategic 
Rocket Forces ),” the CIA 
analysis said. 

Controls over tactical 
nuclear weapons — battle- 
field nuclear arms and 
nuclear torpedos — were 
rated poor by CIA analysts, 
who typically draw on 
many sources, including 
insiders, to make such judg- 


ments. 

“These appear to be the 
weapons most at risk,” the 
report said, adding that 
safeguards on all Russian 
nuclear devices can be 
defeated, “probably within 
weeks or days depending on 
the weapon involved." The 
report said Russian officials 
were particularly worried 
about nuclear units in the 
far east. “Where troop liv- 
ing conditions are particu- 
lary deplorable." 

But in what CIA officials 
called their key conclusion, 
the analysis said that “under 
normal circumstances the 
prospect of an unauthorised 
nuclear- missile launch or a 
blackmail attempt usins 
nuclear arms is low. despite 
continuing turmoil, political 
uncertainty and disarray in 
the armed forces.” 

“A severe political crisis, 
however, could exacerbate 
existing dissension and fac- 
tionalization in the military, 
possibly heightening ten- 
sions between Russian 
political and military lead- 
ers and even splitting the 
general staff or nuclear 
commands.” it said. 

Bruce Blair, a former U.S. 
nuclear missile launch offi- 
cer who has written exten- 
sively on the Russian 
nuclear control system and 
who had seen the CIA 
report, said the agency’s 
conclusion seemed to undu- 
ly play down the threat of 
rogue action up and down 
the chain of command. 

“Although the report con- 
cludes that the danger is 
low it contains a litany of i 
weaknesses and vulnerabili- 
ties in Russian nuclear con- 
trol ” said Mr. Blair, who 
specialises in Russian and 
U.S. nuclear control at the 
private bnookings institu- 
tion. 


Lioness takes cat- 
nap in Chilean 
family's bed 

SANTIAGO (AFP) — An 
African lioness, who 
escaped from a traveling 
circus in the Chilean town 
of E! Melon Tuesday, opted 
to lie down on the lam in a 
terrified family's bedh»m 
for an extended catnap. She 
was awakened and cap- 
tured by her keepers with 
the help of Chilean police. 
"Sussy" was able to flee 
when one of her keepers 
fonzot to dose the door to 
her cage after retrieving 
some lion cubs, said the 
ow ner of the traveling cir- 
euv at El Melon. 80 Jab- 
metres northeast of here 
“We were charting when 
we heard something at the 
door.'* said Leontina Maa- 
reiru. who was with her 
mother inside the house 
visited by the sleepy 1km. 
“I told my mother it wax a 
lion, but’ she refused to 
believe me until she saw 
the animal lying on the 
bed." Maureira added. 

Scottish soccer 
team seek revenge 
111 years later 

GLASGOW (Rt — More 
than a century after Arbroath 
beat Bon Accord 36-0 for the 
biggest \ ictory in first cla»; 
soccer history, the clubs are 
preparing for a rc-muicft. 
They will meet again 
Sunday to mark the opening 
of a new sports club in Bon 
Accord's home city of 
Aberdeen. The players and 
officials will be in period kit 
and Ians will be asked to 
play their pan by dressing 
up. Arbroath, who play in 
the Scottish third division 
and Bon Accord, who per- 
form in junior soccer, met in 
their historic encounter on 
Sept. 12. 1S85. Bon Accord, 
who at the time were formed 
mainly of cricketers rather 
than soccer players, turned 
up at Arbroath with only- 
nine men and had to recruit 
two more from the crowd. 
Things staned badly and 
then got worse for Bon 
Accord who trailed J5-0 at 
I half-time. They' were 20-0 
down within 15 minutes of 
the re-start and conceded 
another 16 before the referee 
mercifully brought an end to 
their suffering. 

Lesbian 

policewoman given 
paternity leave 

STOCKHOLM i R) — A les-* 
bian policewoman has been 
allowed to take paternity 
leave by Sweden's National 
Social Insurance Office. 
Swedish News Agency (TT) 
reported. The policewoman, 
identified as "Pia”. and her 
registered partner “Monica." 
also a policewoman, won an 
appeal against an insurance 
office decision that initially- 
denied them the right to the 
same benefits as a heterosex- 
ual couple. Monica gave 
birth last winter to a daugh- 
ter. conceived by artificial 
insemination, but attempts to 
transfer some of her one- 
year maternity leave to Pia 

— a practice common 
among heterosexual couples 

— were rejected. But after a 
change of heart, the insur- 
ance office has declared that 
Monica and Pia have “the 
same rights as in a conven- 
tional marriage.” TT said. 

Indonesia drops 
ad that puts hair - 
above army 

JAKARTA — Two 
Indonesian television sta- 
tions have dropped an ad- 
vertisement for a hair cream 
alter the armed forces com- 
plained that it appeared to 
belittle military service, the 
Republika newspaper report- 
ed. The ad shows a young 
man with a wavy lock across 
his forehead speaking on the 
telephone to his girlfriend 
who says it is a pity he will 
be entering Akabri, the acad- 
emy for military officers, 
because he will have to cut 
bis hair. Senior military offi- 
cers said they were con- 
cerned (he ad could give die 
impression that a man’s hair- 
style was more important j 
than his career as a military j 
officer. Republika said. "Wp S 
have not asked for the advert . 
cisement to be pulled, only 
revised a little.” Lieutenant- 
Colonel Surachraan, acade- 
my spokesman, was quoted 
as saying. 
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U.S. cargo plane explodes m 


mi d-air, killing 100 in Ecuador 


A CDF tanker plane drops retardant over a home about to be engulfed by flames in northern San Diego County, 
California on Oct. 22. The wildfire has already destroyed scores of homes and properties in southern California 
(Reuter photo) 


6 firefighters injured battling California blaze 


MALIBU. California (Ri — Six firemen were injured 
Tuesday banline wildfires that burned more than 80 homes 
and consumed over 20.000 acres 1 8,000 hectares) across 
southern California. 

The largest of a half-dozen major blazes continued to 
threaten the celebrity enclave of Malibu, where firemen 
were trapped in their truck by a sudden flare-up in a steep 
canyon. 

Deputy Fire Chief Dave parsons said at least one of the 
six men was seriously burned, and they were airlifted to a 
Los Angeles hospital! 

They were trying to reach a burning house when "the fire 
just boiled up on them.” Mr. Parsons said. “They were 
unable to continue ... Because of a car blocking the road.” 

Asked why the men did not abandon their vehicle and 
run. parsons said, "you can't run away from a freight train.” 

The large, expensive house the firemen were trying to 


save was destroyed, bringing the total Dumber of homes 


burned in the Malibu wildfire to four. Eleven people, most 
of them firefighters, have been injured so far in the blaze. 

Firefighters backed by water-dropping tanker planes and 
helicopters and aided by lighter winds struggled to control 
the Malibu fire and others burning in southern California, 
but with varying degrees of success. 

The Malibu fire raced across the Santa Monica Mountains 
to the sen Monday. By Tuesday it had charred more than 
13.000 acres <5.000 hectares) and forced several thousand 
people out of their homes. Flames Tuesday continued to 
pose a >eriout danger to Malibu and other coastal commu- 
nities. 

Authorities said the fire was only 10 per cent contained 
and the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors declared 
a local emergency. 

The latest rash of wildfires struck almost three years to 


the day after a firestorm swept southern California from the 
Mexican border north to Malibu, destroying nearly 1.000 
homes. 

In San Diego County, authorities said a firestorm gutted 
at least 70 homes overnight in Carlsbad and San Marcos. 
Carlsbad Police Lt. Greg Fried said the damage estimate 
was "extremely conservative" and more than SO homes 
may actually have been lost in the 6.000-acre <2,400- 
heetare) blaze. 

Gov. Pete Wilson Tuesday declared a state of emergency 
for San Diego County, freeing up state emergency ftinds. 

Authorities said the Carlsbad fire, which broke out in the 
Elfin Forest Monday and quickly spread to canyons lined 
with homes about 25 kilometres north of San Diego, was 
the most destructive fire in San Diego County in over a 
decade. 

Hundreds of Carlsbad residents were evacuated and four 
firefighters suffered smoke-related eye injuries. 

Officials said the fire was 50 per cent contained with full 
containment hoped for by Wednesday night. 

Another fire that sprang up overnight in the Otay 
Mountains southeast of San Diego had consumed 9,000 
acres (2,000 hectares) and had forced the closure of the 
Otay Mesa border crossing with Mexico. 

A blaze on the Rincon Indian Reservation north of San 
Diego which started Monday night consumed 1.200 acres 
(500 hectares) and destroyed six structures. 

Malibu was the focal point of a massive firefighting effort 
Tuesday after a three kilometre-wide wall of smoke and 
flame roared across the Santa Monica Mountains from 
Calabasas. 55 kilometres northwest of downtown Los 
Angeles. Fuelled by fierce, dry Santa Ana winds, flames 
raced to the coast in less than six hours, threatening seaside 
mansions and beachfront bungalows. 


MANTA, Ecuador (AFP) 
— A U.S. Boeing 707 cargo 
plane exploded in mid-air 
shortly after takeoff from 
the port city of Manta in 
southeastern Ecuador, rain- 
ing down flaming wreckage 
and killing around 100 peo- 
ple. witnesses said. 

"It was like an enormous 
mushroom that formed in 
the sky.” one witness told 
AFP, saying the wreckage 
of the plane in the explosion 
Tuesday landed on houses 
and sparked butane gas 
explosions. 

Fire raced through an area 
of at least 400 metres as 
firefighters and police 
rushed to the area. 

President Abdaia Buca- 
ram. visibly saddened by 
the tragedy, rushed to 
Manta from Guayaquil, 
where he had arrived 
Tuesday from a visit to the 
United States. 

Initial reports put the 
death toll at 10 but two 
hours after the explosion 
police, rescue crews, and 
Red Cross officials at the 
scene said the final death 
toll could reach 100. 


“There are dead people all 
over the place,” said a man 
who worked his hands 
bloody di gging in the rubble 
for victims. 

A civil defense spokes- 
man said many of the vic- 
tims were trapped under the 
crumbled remains of their 
homes. “I've never seen 
anything like this. This is 
hell,” he said. 

Twenty bodies have so far 
been taken to an area hospi- 
tal, said Patricio Ramos of 
Radio Quito, adding that 
rescue crews were working 
in the darkness with flash- 
lights and floodlights. 

Firefighters, who were 
lacking enough water to 
quell the flames, said 50 
injured people were taken to 
a local hospitaL 

Hospital officials have 
made public calls for blood 
donors to treat the injured 
who are mostly suffering 
burns. 

The plane, a Boeing 707 
according to Mr. Ramos, 
belonged to a company 
called Millon Air and was 
carrying a crew of three and 
a cargo of frozen fish. 


It landed at Manta to load 
14,000 gallons of fuel for its 
flight to Miami, Florida, 
said Marco Mejia, who was 
working in the control to- 
wer at Eloy Alfaro Airport. 

“The plane exploded a 
minute and a half to two 
minutes after taking off at 
10:42 p.m. (0342 GMT), he 
said. 

“From the control tower 
we saw it explode, but we 
don't know the cause, 1 * Mr. 
Mejia told AFP, adding that 
there had been no distress 
signal from the crew of the 
cargo plane before the 
explosion. 

“Everything went normal- 
ly and we were surprised to 
see it explode,” he said. 

Unconfirmed reports said 
one of the plane's wings hit 
the spire of a churchi Mr. 
Mejia said, adding that the 
parson at that church was 
missing. 

Other witnesses reported 
seeing one of the plane's 
engines on fire before the 
blast. 

“The plane flew very low 
over my house so 1 went 
outside with some of my 


relatives and we saw one of 
the plane’s wings on fire.' 
said Alberto Ovalle. 

“It was flying so low' that 
it sent zinc shingles shoot- 
ing off many roofs and two 
houses in La Dolorosa 
crumbled. A shop ownei 
was crushed under one 
house,” said Mr. Ovalle. 
who believed one of the 
plane's wings struck the 
roofs of some homes and 
clipped the church spin:. 

“It all happened so fast." 
he added. 

Mr. Mejia said the three 
crew members of the cargo 
plane were apparentely U.S. 
nationals, adding that the 
fires sparked by the blazing 
wreckage fell on four 
blocks of the city's central 
neighborhood of La Dolo- 
rosa. where some 500.000 
people live. 

The airport, Mr. Mejia 
said, has been closed to air 
traffic. 

Manta Mayor Jorge Zam- 
brano told AFP he would 
call three days of mourning 
in this port city some 260 
kilometres west of Quito. 


Dole promises come-from-behind win in two weeks 


TROY, Michigan (R) — 
Republican presidential 
candidate Bob Dole told 
voters Tuesday to ignore 
polls and pundits who say 
the presidential race is all 
but over and promised a 
come-from-behind victory 
on Nov. 5. 

On the final day of a two- 
day bus tour through central 
Michigan. Sen. Dole 
charged that President Bill 
Clinton had built a record of 
broken promises and touted 
his own plan for a 15 per 
cent tax cut. 

With only two weeks 
remaining until the election, 
several new national polls 
showed Sen. Dole trailing 
Mr. Clinton by more than 
20 points. The Reuters- 
Zogby daily tracking poll 
showed Mr. Clinton at 46 


per cent and Sen. Dole at 
34.7 per cent 

But Sen. Dole reached 
back to 1948, when 
President Harry Truman 
came from behind in the 
polls to win a stunning 
Democratic victory over 
Republican Thomas Dewey. 
“I'm like Harry Truman. 
I’m from the midwest and 
I'm plain-spoken and I’m 
going to win whether you 
like it or not. I’m going to 
win on Nov. 5,” Sen. Dole 
told a rally in Troy. 

Claiming Mr. Clinton 
would promise anything to 
get elected. Sen. Dole said 
“anything you ever wanted 
in your life, the next two 
weeks is the time to write 
the president You can just 
give me a note. I'll take it to 
him. I may want something 



myself." 

At every stop he called for 
a change in the law to bar 
□on-citizens from contribut- 
ing to political campaigns. 
The Democratic National 
Committee has come under 
fire for accepting contribu- 
tions from individuals with 
ties to the Lippo Group 
Indonesian banking and real 
estate conglomerate. 

But the Clinton campaign 
has begun fighting back, 
running an ad accusing Sen. 
Dole of desperation tactics 
for bringing up the issue 
this late in the campaign 
and pointing out contribu- 
tions to Sen. Dole's cam- 
paign from people who are 
not U.S. citizens. 

Asked if his attacks on 
Mr. Clinton were backfiring 
as some polls indicated 


Tuesday, Sen. Dole said. "I 
don't think so." 

Sen. Dole picked up the 
support of rock star Ted 
Nugent, who appeared on 
the stage at the Troy rally, 
along with local state offi- 
cials and police officers. 

Nugent said he had long 
backed Republican ideas. 
“There's a lot of people that 
are represented by the 
Republican attitude that are 
seldom heard from. We call 
it the ponytail vote." he 
said. 

He also said he supported 
Sen. Dole's • anti-drug 
stance, claiming, “I've 
probably busted more hip- 
pies' noses than all the narcs 
in North America." 


Revolving 
easy credit facility 


Just pay 10% of the amount 
due each month and carry forward the balance, 
at a very competitive rate. 
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45 days 

interest free credit 


With the new BritishBank MasterCard 
you benefit from upto 45 days free of interest 
before you need pay back anything. 


Global 


convenience 

The BritishBank MasterCard can be used to withdraw 
cash through thousands of A.T.M’s around the world. 
It is also accepted in over 12 million establishments 
as a credit card. It makes sense to make 
your life easier with the BritishBank MasterCard. 


For more information 
please call 60747 1 
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BritishBank 

The British Bank of the Middle East 
Member HSBC Group 
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Celebrating bond to France 


I 
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i 
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THE REVERBERATIONS that the visit of the 
French President Jacques Chirac has created in 
the Middle East region reached Jordan well 
before he arrived here yesterday. Those rever- 
berations have been highly positive, as far as 
anyone could see; and they have been as mnch 
appreciated in Jordan as in Syria, among the 
Palestinians and throughout the Arab World. 

President Chirac's cordial and supportive 
talks with the Palestinian leadership culminated 
in delivering an historic speech before the leg- 
islative council in Ramallah, leaving the 
Palestinians with greater hope of achieving self- 
determination and ultimately progress and pros- 
perity. The president then broke new grounds in 
Jerusalem when be defied Israel’s claim of sov- 
ereignty over the Holy City and stuck to his guns 
that it should be open for* all three monotheistic 
religions. Likewise, the French leader's visit to 
Syria was productive, and promising to advance 
the peace process forward. 

It goes without saying that when the president 
of France speaks on the Middle East, he express- 
es the will of his European partners. The clearer 
the European message is on the need to move 
forward with the peace effort, the easier it 
would be for all sides to get serious with drawing 
the parameters for a just and lasting settlement 
!n the region. 

Notwithstanding Israeli protestations and 
resistance, Europe has a major role to play in the 
politics and development of ' this region. The 
European Union (EU) is a major financier of the 
peace process. Over 75 per cent of the interna- 
tional aid to the Palestinian National Authority 
conies from Europe. Equally important, is the 
fact the EU is the largest trade partner for 
Israel. About 60 per cent of Israeli exports are 
sold in European markets. In real terms, this 
means an economic clout that Israel cannot 
ignore, even if the Israelis wished to do so. 

The pressure that President Chirac put on 
Israel especially during his visit there, combined 
with that of the Arabs and many Western coun- 
tries, will ultimately drive home the message to 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu that his 
hardline policies towards the Arabs will not 
bring peace any closer. Determination by 
Europe to press its points of view can only 
increase the chances that the Israeli government 
will heed the calls of reason and legitimacy and 
give up the arrogance with which it has been 
approaching the peace process. 

In the Arab World, the sound positions of Mr. 
Chirac will reverberate for long. Those positions 
ecu give Arab negotiators necessary political 
a ltd moral support But the Arabs cannot insist 
on a greater role for Europe unless the 
Europeans demonstrate willingness to go all the 
way in lighting for it 

During his stay in Jordan, the Freneh presi- 
dent will meet a wise and an experienced host 
who shares his views on the Middle East and 
welcomes a greater political and economic 
European role in this part of the world. H is 
Majesty King Hussein was among the first to 
stress the importance of French presence and 
experience in efforts to advance the peace talks. 
Jordan has gone a long way in trying to build 
real peace in the Middle East France under- 
stands that and can only support the Jordanian 
stand. The similar Jordanian-French outlook on 
regional issues is matched by a history of coop- 
eration and mutual respect in bilateral rela- 
tions. In Jordan, President Chirac will be 
amongst friends with whom the agreements far 
ms? weigh the differences. That makes for a pro- 
ductive. aud indeed very warm, visit and politi- 
cal exchange. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


! THE ARABS and the Israelis are separated by wide dif- 
ferences over numerous issues, particularly the continued 
Israeli occupation of Arab lands, and it will take only fair 
and neutral mediation to reconcile such differences, said 
a u liter for Al Ra’i. Fahed Fanek said the United States, 
« hieli has proved to be hostile to the Arabs, continually 
providing Israel with military and economic assistance 
j and imposes siege and sanctions on Iraq, Libya and 
Sudan, is definitely not eligible to play the role of peace 
; mediator which should be characterised by integrity, hon- 
! cm. and fairness, he said. When the Arabs accepted 
| Washington to play the role of peace mediator, they had 
i hoped that it would respect the requirements of that par- 
[ licukir role; they also believed that Washington was the 
| uni} power that can exercise pressure and influence on 
j i lie Jewish state, continued the writer. He said now the 
; Aral* are welcoming the emergence of the European role 
! ar.;: are appreciating what France is doing to help the 
Arabs and the Palestinians regain their right. France, 
being a fair arbiter and a proponent of justice and equai- 
il\. is qualified to play this role on the part of Europe, 
stressed the writer. He s:iid Europe, which imports 40 per 
‘ cent ol Israel's goods and continually provides it with 
financial assistance, is definitely capable of playing an 
effective role in the peace process. 


European involvement in Mideast peace is essential 


DESPITE THE Israeli government’s resistance to it (or, 
should we say. because of such resistance) the European 
resolve to play a role in the establishment of Mideast p^ce 
(a resolve expressed in the most eloquent terms during 
French President Jacques Chirac's present tour of the 
region and before the tour by several European envoys and 
leaders) is not only a step in the right direction but ope 
which will bring about immediate as well as long-term 
beneficial results. 

Let me, first of all, make one point crystal clear. I do 
fiimly believe that the fewer the parties involved in the 
actual process of negotiations, the better. I have never real- 
ly been impressed by calls for international conferences 
and for involving as many “patrons." “sponsors,” “part- 
ners." etc. as possible in the actual process of negotiating 
a settlement for the Mideast conflict. It would not be far- 
fetched to assert that among the factors obstructing and 
delaying the implementation of the settlement to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict in the sixties, seventies, and part of the 
eighties was the involvement of (or the attempt to involve) 
too many parties. A s we say in Arabic, too many cooks 
spoil the meal. 

The peace process started to move confidently in the 
direction of settlement and peace agreements became pos- 
sible only when the parties to the conflict branched off 
after the Madrid conference and started negotiating direct- 
ly and independently. This we understand perfectly. 

However, what happens when tbe peace process reaches 
a stalemate or. perhaps, even a dead end? The Palestinians 
and Israelis, since die advent of the present government, 
have failed to agree on tbe implementation of what has 
been agreed upon, despite Washington’s active role and 
presence. What is the cause of the stalemate? It is not so 
much, judging from what we have seen and beard in the 
past few months, details here and there and specific points, 
but the unhealthy attitude and the obstructionist policies 
the Israeli government has been adopting. For reasons 
which are tied to the presidential elections and for reasons 
which go beyond elections (i.e. the very peculiar, sensitive 
nature of the relationship between the U.S. and Israel) the 
U.S. has not been able to exercise enough pressure (per- 
haps it is not able to) on Israel. What is it to be done? What 
should be done? 

Well, the Eurccean role comes in handy and comes in 
inevitably. It comes in inevitably because, ironically, the 
Israeli government itself, which is rejecting the European 
role, has made the role a must by procrastinating and 
obstructing the peace process. Where would we be now 


had the peace process kept the momentum it had before the 
election of Netanyahu? In the stage of peace building. 
Europe would not have asked to be involved, in other 
words, in the process of peace implementation had tbe 
Israeli government implemented the agreements smoothly 
and in good faith. Since it has been stubborn and arrogant 
and since Denis Ross has not been much successful die 
European gesture is indeed a must. 

The European gesture is significant in many ways. 
Notice that, as President Chirac has made it clear and as 
the French Ambassador in Amman has asserted to Jordan 
TV Tuesday night, the French and the Europeans do not 
want a place at the negotiating table itself. This would 
complicate matters (as I have just hinted) rather than make 
them easier. What they seek, instead, is to bring in fresh 
ideas and act as ambassadors of goodwill. The fact that 
President Chirac has carried a message from President 
Assad is significant in this respect Such a move should be 
appreciated, especially since the Israeli government con- 
tinues to be intransigent and especially when Americans 
run out of energy or ideas. 

More important than this. I believe, is die pressure 
(moral and psychological) that die European move will 
place on the Israelis. President Chirac’s visit could not 
have come at a better time. The morale of the Palestinians 
negotiators is somewhat low. due to Israeli intransigence, 
and the enthusiasm for peace with Israel even at the popu- 
lar level is decreasesing. Additionally, there has been a 
great deal of frustration and mounting criticism of Israel 
even from its peace partners (Egypt and Jordan) and from 
the international community. The European role is needed 
to give a push to Arab morale and to their faith and hope 
in peace. Let the Europeans come and see for themselves 
(as Yasser Arafat has said) who is procrastinating and 
refusing to implement the agreements. 

But the European move is important because it comes to 
declare in tbe clearest terms possible what the Israeli gov- 
ernment does not want to assert (or even hear) and what 
some have not been asserting firmly. The Europeans, epit- 
omised by the French position, come to stress (as President 
Chirac and the French ambassador in Amman have): a) the 
urgency of implementation of agreements, b) the crucial 
principle of land for peace, c) the fallacy (or selfishness 
and exaggeration) of Israel’s claims in Jerusalem and d) 
the necessity of be declaration of the Palestinian state. 
Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia. Qatar, the U.S. have all said 
as much. But it is important for the Europeans to also come 
and declare these fundamental points loudly and clearly. 


What is needed now, more than at any other time before, is 
solidarity among members of the peace camp, and one 
views the European move , to be essentially a solidarity 
move. 

Europe must get involved (in the sense of involvement 
we.have just specified) for several reasons. In addition to 
what we. haw .said, there are two reasons why tbe 
Europeans should be more assertive and aggressive than 
they have been for some time now. The first has to do not 
only with the moral obligation they bear as carriers of the 
banners of human rights, tbe brotherhood of. man, and 
global cooperation and prosperity, bur also with a histori- 
cal obligation. The European countries (Britain and France 
in particular) have contributed (since tbe time they were 
colonial powers) directly and indirectly (the joint French- 
British secret deals in the early part of the century and the 
Balfour Declaration are still in recent memory) to the 
Arab-isfaeli conflict. Through facilitating and actively 
supporting the creation of the Jewish state in Israel (and 
the developments and practices that emerged as a result) 
they have caused damage to the Palestinians and the Arab 
World. It is time - now (and it is fitting, appropriate and 
obligatory) for them to make it up to the Arabs and the 
Palestinians. The Palestinians need a home (on their own 
national soil), and ir is only right for the Europeans (the 
French and tbe English in particular) to do all bey can to 
rectify the injustice of the past and stand firmly behind the 
Arabs and the Palestinians, with respect to the Palestinian 
state and with respect to Jerusalem. The British and the 
French have an opportunity now to correct a historical 
oversight and remove a somewhat black spot from their 
history records. . 

But the Europeans should get involved in peace building. 
Peace has been built — partially, of course. When the 
Israeli government- wakes up and moves speedily, and it 
cann ot but do so, and wben the implementation of peace is 
complete and negotiations are behind us. we will be left 
with the questioa (which we have tackled in some of the 
MENA conferences and others) of how we can build peace 
for the benefit of all. There are great opportunities in the 
Middle East for all: economic, cultural, etc. The 
Europeans could be valuable, fundamental partners in 
peace building. 

It is obvious that we need to speed up the peace process, 
put behind us soon peace making and embark on the more 
important process of peace building. Any efforts in this 
direction are welcome. 
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The ghosts of sergeants past 


By G wynne Dyer 

“WE ARE going to have to 
kill Idi Amin,” British prime 
minister Harold Wilson said 
to his press secretary Joe 
Haines -One day in 1975. 
“How do we set about doing 
this?” 

Ask the Foreign Office, of 
course. But the British 
Foreign Office was “very 
much against it,” and 
claimed bey did not have 
field operatives capable of 
assassinating Amin. So he 
went on slaughtering 
Ugandans for another four 
years. 

This reminder of a horrific 
episode in Africa’s past, 
revealed in a documentary 
shown by the BBC on SepL 
22, came just two days after 
that other ex-sergeant from 
hell, former Ce acral African 
Emperor Jean-Bedel 
Bokassa, was flown to the 
Ivory Coast for treatment of 
a brain tumour. Between 
them, Bokassa and Amin 
lulled at least as many peo- 
ple as died in the recent 
genocide in Rwanda — and 
they both kept human flesh 
in the fridge. 

Bokassa and Amin had 
both already reached their 
level of incompetence by 
the time they were promot- 


ed to the rank of sergeant, 
one in the French colonial 
forces and the other in the 
King's African Rifles in 
British East Africa. They 
were vicious, ignorant, and 
superstitious, but they were 
also very ambitious. 

Trained officers were so 
scarce in the post-indepen- 
dence armies of the Central 
African Republic and 
Uganda that the former 
sergeants rose fast — and 
Bokassa and Amin each had 
the tacit backing of Paris or 
London when they over- 
threw local governments 
that were insufficiently 
respectful of Western inter- 
ests. 

By the time Harold 
Wilkin contemplated hav- 
ing Amin killed in 1 975, a 
thousand people a week 
were being tortured to death 
in Ugandan prisons. But 
Wilson’s attack of con- 
science about Amin bore no 
fruit — within a year be was 
out of office anyway — and 
the megalomaniac dictator 
stayed in power another 
four years. He even took a 
turn as chairman of the 
Organisation of African 
Unity. 

Amin was a huge embar- 
rassment to Africa, but these 
were the days of anti-impe- 


rialist solidarity when 
African countries never crit- 
icised each other, even for 
genocide. And the Western 
press just loved pPrcsident 
for Life Field-Marshal Al 
Hadj Dr. Idi Amin Dada, 
VC. DSO, MC. Lord of all 
the Beasts of the Earth and 
Fishes of the Sea. Last King 
of Scotland, Conqueror of 
the British Empire in Africa 
in General and Uganda in 
Particular (as he liked to 
style himself on formal 
occasions). His murderous 
buffoonery justified the 
media’s rampant fascism. 

Bokassa was Amin's exact 
counterpart, but in French. 
He changed the Central 
African Republic's name to 
the Central African Empire 
(same borders and just as 
poor) because then he could 
call himself emperor. He 
kept Paris sweet with lavish 
gifts to senior French politi- 
cians, and he modelled his 
coronation ceremony on 
that of Napoleon. And 
meanwhile, out back, his 
torturers were killing at 
least several hundred people 
a week. 

Together, the two ex- 
seigeants came to epitomise 
Africa’s weakness, its self- 
mutilation, and its ruthless 
manipulation by outside 


forces in the 1970s. They 
bad to go. but how? For they 
could not be overthrown 
from below. 

In the end, French forces 
that were stationed in 
Bokassa’s “empire-played 
a large part in removing him 
from power in 1979. In the 
same year. President Julius 
Nyerere of Tanzania lent his 
own country's troops and 
money to an invasion by 
exiled Ugandans that finally 
drove Amin from power. 
But there is no justice: both 
men are still alive today. 

Bokassa, somewhat more 
crazed than when he was in 
power, voluntarily returned 
to the Central African 
Republic in 1986 and was 
tried and sentenced to death 
for murder and embezzle- 
ment The death sentence 
was commuted and he was 
released from prison in 
1993, a walking proof of 
bow generously Africans 
forgive. By this year, he was 
even talking about running 
for president m the 1998 
elections — but (hen, merci- 
fully, the brain tumour inter- 
vened. 

Amin has had a less event- 
ful retirement As a Muslim, 
he was granted asylum in 
Saudi Arabia, and now lives 
in a large marble villa in tbe 


port city of Jeddah with one 
wife and about nine -of his 
40-odd children. “He killed 
a lot of people,” - said the 
manager at the nearby 
“Safestway” supermarket 
■ where.' Amin often -Ashops: 
“He 'ate human. flesh.' * But 
it’s people's nature to for- 
get" aged monsters (Amin 
is about 68, Bokassa is 75): 
they have to tell us about 
Africa’s present and future, 
anyway? 

They are useful because 
they provide us with a stan- 
dard of comparison. There 
are human calamities, even 
outright genocides in Africa 
today as bad as anything 
that befell Uganda and the 
Central African Republic in 
the 70s: Rwanda last year, 
or Burundi this year. There 
are even places in today’s 
Africa where sergeants still 
seize power and torture 
whole countries: Liberia, 
for example. But the differ- 
ences are greater than the 
similarities. 

Africa was slow to react to 
the Rwandan genocide last 
year, but- no slower- titan 
Europe was in “reacting to 
the Bosnian genocide. -In 
response to this- year’s 
impending'-- genocide in 
Burundi, however, African 
leaders have taken serious 


action. Julius Nyerere. now 
retired from Tanzania's 
presidency, has coordinated 
a blockade of Burundi by 
neighbouring countries until 
civilian rule and democracy 
are restored, there, he 
has not ruled out the use of 
force.” 

There has been an even 
more vigorous regional 
response to the hideous 
slaughter in Liberia, where 
a 12.000-man. five-nation 
force drawn from all over 
West Africa has been strug- 
gling for' years to restore 
peace. ECOMOG. as the 
peacekeeping force is*, 
called, has its problems — 
Liberians say it stands for 
"Eveiy Car and Other 
Movable Object Gone” — 
but it is a lot better than the 
“see no evil, hear no evil” 
approach that African took 
to Bokassa and Amin. 

Are things still dreadful in 
Africa? Of course; every 
African knows that. Is it still 
poorer, more disease-rid- 
den, more violent than any 
other major region of the 
world? Obviously. But 
slowly, painfully. Africa is 
beginning to pull itself 
together. 


Abafcha opens door to foreign ministers — just 


By Derek Ingram 

LONDON - Almost a year 
after the executions of 
writer Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
eight other Ogoni activists. 
Commonwealth foreign 
ministers are preparing to 
go to Nigeria for talks on 
the soured relations. 

The visitors have no writ- 
ten assurances that they will 
be able to see any of the 
political prisoners they want 
to contact, or that they will 
be able to meet the military 
ruler. General Sani Abacha. 

The chances are, however, 
that both will happen. 

Nigeria is playing a wily 
political game, knowing 
that Commonwealth coun- 
tries are divided over how to 
tackle the regime. The 
Commonwealth has 

pledged to bring about the 
release of the prisoners, 
who include the perceived 
winner of the 1993 election. 
Chief Moshood Abiola, and 
former head of state General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, and to 
move the country to civilian 
rule. 

In the wake of the execu- 
tions, Nigeria was suspend- 
ed from the Commonwealth 
and given two years to 


introduce reforms. At their 
Auckland summit. 

Commonwealth leaders 

threatened that failing any 
change after two years, the 
suspension would be turned 
into expulsion. 

The heads of government 
meet again in Edinburgh in 
October 1997. and. until 
now, their team 1 of foreign 
ministers — knows as the 
Commonwealth Ministerial 
Action Group (CMAG) — 
has not even been allowed 
to visit the countfy. Threats 
to impose sanctions have 
now been shelved. 

The action group was not 
set up specifically to deal 
with Nigeria. Its objective is 
to improve the quality of 
democratic government in 
all Commonwealth coun- 
tries. But Nigeria, as a mili- 
tary regime responsible for 
major human rights abuses, 
became its first preoccupa- 
tion. 

Nigeria is a test ease as to 
whether the Commonwealth 
can live up to its declara- 
tions. Failure to make 
progress could jeopardise 
the existence ofCMAG and 
the whole programme 
agreed in Auckland, which 
aims to achieve just and 


honest government in ail 53 
member countries. 

But Commonwealth unity 
over Nigeria that was shown 
in Auckland has unravelled. 
Some countries want tough 
action; others are uncom- 
fortable about intervening in 
another member’s internal 
affairs 

Britain is looking to its- 
huge commercial invest- 
ment in Nigeria. Ghana, its 
neighbour, is enmeshed in 
many regional relationships 
with Nigeria. Canada wants 
a tough line and has 
imposed sanctions unilater- 
ally. But others point to tbe 
fact that Ottawa has few 
economic links with Nigeria 
anyway. 

Sanctions would be effec- 
tive only if the United States 
imposed them. It buys 40 
per cent of its oil from 
Nigeria, and oil accounts for 
95 per cent of Nigeria’s for- 
eign exchange. 

The New York Times has 
called for sanctions — - 
“General Abacha has 
proved to be the kind of 
man who listens to nothing 
else” — but any such action 
must be out, at least until 
after tbe U.S. presidential 
elections. 


The Commonwealth team, 
chaired by Zimbabwean 
Foreign Minister Stan 
Mudenge, is now expected 
to go to tbe Nigerian capital, 
Abuja, at die end of 
November. 

The Nigerians are making 
an issue of every detail of 
the mission. For instance, 
the British intend to send 
Lady Cbalker, number two 
to the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Secretary, 
Malcolm Rifkind; The 
Nigerians say the action 
group is for foreign minis- 
ters, and that Rifkind must 
come. 

They refuse to accept the 
action group as a “fact-find- 
ing mission” and .want tbe 
ministers simply to talk to 
the government and stay 
only two days. They want 
tbe Commonwealth 

Secretary-General Chief 
Emeka Ayaoku, who is a 
Nigerian, to accompany the 
ministers, although they 
know that traditional prac- 
tice is that the secretary- 
general never goes along on 
such missions. 

Tbe only real progress is 
that, after a long silence, a 
dialogue has been estab- 
lished ‘ between the 


Commonwealth: . . .. and 
Nigeria. 

However, pressure from 
the Commonwealth has 
managed to stop the regime 
from further oppression. 
Other threatened executions 
have not taken place, and. 
there are signs that Abacha 
has been shaken by the fact 
that the Commonwealth has 
turned Nigeria into some- 
thing of a pariah. ,* • 

Internally, he is constantly 
juggling with his governors 
and senior military staff in 
preparation for Oct. 1, 1998, 
the date he has set for a 
return to civilian rule. He 
has just created six new 
states,. Bringing the total to 
37. 

There, is a fear that he is 
planning to follow . some 
other African military rulers 
by changing into civilian 
clothes, holding a partially 
tree election and emerging 
as a democratically elected 
president. . 

This is what has happened’ 
in the Gambia, where Yahya 
Jammeh. who took over in a 
coup in 1994, held an irreg- 
ular presidential election on 
SepL 26 and claimed to 
have won more than 50 per 
cent of the vote. His main 


rival. Ousainou Daiboe, 
took refuge in the 
Senegalese embassy in 
Banjul. 

The Commonwealth^? 
refused to send a team to 
observe the polling in The 
Gambia, and must now 
decide what to do about the 
parliamentary elections 
which are due there in 
December. 

When CMAG met in New 
York in late September, it 
stud it was making recom- 
mendations to governments 
as to how to handle the situ- 
ation. It looks as though 
Jammeh is taking lessons 
from Nigeria in trying to 
outsmart the 

Commonwealth. 


The writer wax editor of 
. Gemini News Service, from 
which this article is reprint- 
ed, for 28 years and is now 
irs consultant editor. He is a 
. member of the Advisory 
Commission of thtiJ 
Commonwealth Human 
■ Rights initiative and was a 
member of the 
Commonwealth obsen'er 
groups for the Pakistan and 
Malawi elections. 




V 


Functions add flare to a French state visit 



I 


His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday night delivers an address at the state dinner held at Bosnian Palace in hon- 
our of visiting French President Jacques Chirac { Petra photo ) 


What state visit would be complete without the resplendence 
of «7 state dinner. For French President Jacques Chirac, 
during his overnight visit to Jordan, such a dinner was host- 
ed at the Royal Court Wednesday evening by His Majesty 
Ring Hussein shortly after the president s arrival in Amman 
yesterday evening. The 100 or so names on the guest list 
included several members of ike Royal Family, about 40 
members of Mr. Chirac's delegation, senior government 
officials and Jordanians involved in this the first-time and 
highly significant visit of the French head of state. As Mr. 
Chirac is unaccompanied by his spouse, the invitations to 
the dinner were sent to individuals rather than couples. 
Reciprocating the honour. Mr. Chirac will today host a lun- 
l cheon. albeit with smaller attendance, for His Majesty. The 
luncheon will be held at the residence of French 
Ambassador to Jordan Bernard Bajolet. It was not know 
until late last night who the limited guest list would exclude, 
but there will be a larger audience at the residence later 
that afternoon when Mr. Chirac will meet with the French 
contingent residing in Jordan. The last time the residence 
witnessed such important events was when former French 
Ambassador Denis Bouchard hosted His Majesty and the 
visiting French head of state, the late Francois Mitterand in 
1992. Before that, in 1984, it was Ambassador Patrick 
LeClerc who hosted the same two leaders in Amman. Mr. 
Bouchard ended his tour of duty in Jordan to become direc- 
tor of the Middle East and North Africa Department, and 
only last July was promoted to the post of director of the 
office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Mr. LeClerc left 
Amman to become ambassador in Cairo and now is 
France s chief envoy in Madrid. His successor in Cairo. 
Rochereau de la Fabliere, unfortunately will not have an 
opportunity to host such high level functions as Mr. Chirac s 
itinerary calls for just a short stopover in the Egyptian cap- 
ital. 

**** 

MIGHTY TASK AHEAD: Adel Qudah. former minister 
t of supply, is slated for a new job, putting him in charge of 

monitoring and managing the privatisation process of the 
various institutions in the Kingdom. With the Cabinet's 
decision pending Royal approval, Mr. Qudah will be han- 
dling major industries that have, since their inception, been 
primarily government-owned and managed. Among them 
are Royal Jordanian, the Telecommunications Corporation, 
the Public Transport Corporation and the Aqaba Railway 
Coiyjoration. He has already visited several of the organi- 
sations whose privatisation he will oversee and is looking 
for a team to help him carry out this considerable task. But 
having once . ' headed the Audit' Bureau and Customs 
Department, his experience should give him a sufficient 
lead: ' ' 11 

**** 

SQUELCHING THE RUMOURS: Another Qudah 
made the news this week. This time it was Minister of 
Culture Ahmad Qudah who, in an A l Dustour interview 
published Tuesday, said that stories spreading about town 
depicting him as culturally awkward and claiming he did 
not know who Pablo Picasso was, were nothing but fabri- 
cations. Pundits first heard of the rumours nearly Three 
months ago, but investigations into their validity met with 
] , the same response - the stories were made up. Needless to 
• ’ .ray. as with all rumours, the twists and turns of their con- 
tents are varied. In the Al Dustour interview, Mr. Qudah 
said he spoke to no one about any Picasso exhibition nor 
about the artist himself. He also denied reports that he had 
refitsed a request by the Israeli Embassy in Amman to 
organise an art exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre. He 
said that, in fact, it was the embassy which requested a post- 
ponement of the exhibition. 

***# 

FROM RUSSIA TO THE UKRAINE: As Jordan's 
Ambassador to Moscow Dr. Khaldoun Dhaher was also 
appointed non-resident ambassador to the Ukraine, the 


Ukraine has now selected Jordanian contractor 
Mohammad Atif Huweidi to be that state 's representative in 
Jordan. Mr. Huweidi s interests are rather varied. He ran 
unsuccessfully for a seat in Parliament in 1993, but his new 
appointment may prove to be just as fulfilling. 

Meanwhile, the visit to Jordan of Yuri Parascinov, presi- 
dent of the Union of Russian Friendship Societies, appears 
to be the first time Jordanian-Russian friendship talks have 
been reported since the late Prime Minister Bahjat 


Talhounis active days as president, of the Jordanian- 
Russian Friendship Society. But with courtesy calls to the 
speakers of parliament and the minister of tourism, it may 
be more than friendship on the agenda. 

**** • 

SUFFIXES WOULD SUFFICE: Writer Zuleikha Abu 
Risha launched her new book Monday at Darat Al Funun. 


The publication, in Arabic, deals with the concept of intro- 
ducing gender consciousness into spoken and written 
Arabic. But tadike Western proponents of gender inclusive 
nouns who, for example, alter spokesman to spokesperson. 
Ms. Abu Risha is seeking to attach feminine suffixes to such 
words. Gender inclusiveness is not possible in Arabic 
unless one wants to add a tome to the already voluminous 
Arabic vocabulary. The launch of her book, entitled. The 
Absent Language: Towards a Non-Sexist Vocabulary, was 
not your usual autographing ceremony, but an evening of 
speeches by some of Ms. Risha ’s associates and friends such 
as Director of the British Council David Burton and fash- 
ion designer Harm Sadik, plus entertainment by her daugh- 
ter Ruba Sakr who sang Western folk songs. Held in col- 
laboration with the British Council, the launch was attend- 
ed by former Royal Court Chief Adrian Abu Odeh. Institute 
of Diplomacy Director Mazen Armouti, several women s 
rights activists and members of the press. 

**** 

ELECTION PRIMER: The American Centre will host 
an information gathering next Wednesday to discuss the 
Jordanian press and the U.S. presidential elections. 
Participating are Al Aswaq Editor in Chief Mustafa Abu 
Libdeh. Al Rat reporter Ramadan Rawashdeh and Al 
Dustour columnist Saleh Galab. The guest speakers, inci- 
dentally, were all recent participants in an American-gov- 
emment sponsored programme which took them to the U.S. 
to observe the developments and activities in the sphere of 
this year's American presidential elections and what sort of 
preparations are required in such an event. The Wednesday 
forum could be a clandestine quiz. 

***** 

FAREWELLS AGAIN: Former Jordan Times reporter 
and later free-lance writer Cathy King this week made a 
move from Amman to Beirut to write for the recently resus- 
citated English newspaper. The Daily Star. The paper is 
owned by Jamil M rawer, son of Kamel Mmwer, who start- 
ed Al Hayat in the 1940s. For the time being it will be 
Lebanon's only English daily. At present there is one week- 
ly magazine, called Monday Morning, published in English 
by Milhem Karam, the dean of Lebanese journalists. But 
when it rained it poured for Cathy. Just after being hired by 
the Daily Star, she received word of her acceptance to a 
BBC Television training programme. On her wav to Beirut 
. last' Sunday she was hoping to convince her new editor that 
I the T. V experience would equip her that much more for the 


MUTAH <fc THE GERMANS: Mutah University has 
been attracting attention from foreign institutions in town. 
German interests, for example, recently brought three rep- 
resentatives of various sectors in the federal republic to the 
Karak-based university. First Secretary for Press and 
Cultural Affairs at the German Etnbassy Ingrid Licdgcns, 
Director of the Friedrich Eibert Stiftung Manfred Haack. 
and archaeologist Hans Dieter Bienert of the German 
Protestant Institute of Archaeology in Amman nun with 
Mutah President Abdel Rahman Attiyat and several other 
officials. Mr. Haack's foundation will cooperate with the 
university to study socio-economic problems of the people 
living in southern Jordan in order to find ways and means 
to assist in improving their living standards, the Protestant 
Institute of Archaeology, inaugurated in Amman in 1982. 
will lend assistance to the Department of Archaeology by 
supporting the university's library with scientific publica- 
tions and cooperating in future project. This agreement was 
■reached during Dr. Bienert ‘s talks with Hamzeh Mahasneh, 
a Mutah archaeologist in charge of an excavation in Say eh 
in Wadi Mujib. 

Jennifer ffamarneh 


The President of the International 
Women's Solidarity Associanon-.cf. 

Turkey (IWSAf. Umran Baradan 
'Wednesday in- Amman presents 
Her Majesty Queen Noor with the 
association's plaque in recogni- 
tion of “ Queen Noor's contribu- 
tions to the field of social services 
in Jordan . " Previous recipients of 
the plaque include former British 
Prime Minister Lady Margaret 
Thatcher, internationally 

renowned British mystery writer 
Dame Agatha Christie, and 
Portuguese singer of Fado bal- 
lads Amalia Rodrigues. The 
IWSA. which was established five 
years ago, supports successful 
Turkish women in various fields 
ranging from art and science to 
agriculture, by funding their pro- 
jects and promoting their work at home and abroad. One 
thousand women have benefited from the womens associ- 
ation. whose members include Turkish parliamentarian 
Imran Aykui. The association, which has established a net- 
work of links with international women's organisations 
including the Jordanian National Committee for Women, 
will hold a fund-raising fashion and ceramics show in 
cooperation with the Amman Rotary Club today at the 


Marriott Hotel 

•- Proceeds frqmJhe. event 
' . will, find projects for 
. impoverished cltildrttn 
. in Jordan and Turkey. 
One step ahead, Tulm 
Umar, wife of .Turkish 
Ambassador Ahmet 
Suha Umar, hosted an 
afternoon show at her 
residence on Wednesday 
featuring the same 
works that will be on 
display at the Marriott 
show. They are the 
works of Ms. Baradan, 
who is a ceramics artist, 
and fashion designer 
Hanife . Cetin, whose 
modern. garments draw 
on traditional Turkish 

motifs. 

Queen Noor will also patronise a crafts exhibition this 
month. Al Aydi, more formeriy known as the Jordan Crafts 
Development Centre, will open the exhibition on Monday. 
Entitled "Tuneless Weaving and New Creations in Home 
Furnishings and Accessories. ’* the exhibit h ill run only 
until Oct. 31. So for those who like to get a head start on 
holiday shopping, this show might be an innovative option. 



Deaths mount as disease strikes drought zone 


Farming families in northern Cameroon are suffer- 
ing one of the worst years in living memory. First the 
rains failed, then came hungry birds and elephants 
to finish off what remained of their crops. Now 
cholera has added to their misery 


* By Peter N. Ef aside 

YAOUNDE — Battling drought and 
food shortages, people in Cameroon’s 
northern areas are now facing another 
deadly threat. 

A cholera outbreak has spread 
across the border from Chad, killing 
more than 140 people in Logone, 
Shari. Mayo Sawa and Diamare divi- 
sions. . . 

Ll The Far North [province] js fast 
becoming another Somalia,” says 
Hamidon Njarah. a 63-year-old cereal 
farmer, referring to the recent famine 
in East Africa. "If this situation per- 
sists. I think I'll migrate to another 
province where there’s abundant 

"This is the only solution. I m not 
the only one contemplating such a 
radical decision. My neighbour 
Yuyaha is also one of them.” 

Problems began a few months ago 
with late rains. Then drought com- 
bined with destructive migratory 
< birds and rampaging elephants to 
’form an unholy alliance, depriving 
the people of food. 

Less than half the normal amount of 
rain has fallen this year. Dr. Ngwa 
Ngu Tita Vincent, former assistant 


director of agriculture and now the 
president of the Cameroon League for 
the Fight Against Hunger, Misery and 
Poverty, says cereal production has 
been severely reduced. 

“Rain did nor fall as expected in 
June says Dr. Vincent. "Rain started 
falling only at the end of July and 
early August. And when it fell, it 
came in torrential downpours. Cereal 
planted in June was swept away. 

"The province needs 30,000 tonnes 
of cereal to survive. The people are 
now eating their reserves.” but these 
reserves will not last another two 
months. Dr. Vincent adds. 

Gluttonous migratory birds, locally 
called cherea cherea, have moved 
southwards from the Sahel countries. 

‘These birds from Niger and Sudan 
do not only eat. but destroy what they 
cannot eat, explains farmer Njarah. 
He attributes the drought and occa- 
sional torrential downpour to “pun- 
ishment from Allah. We need to sacri- 
fice to appease the Almighty.” 

Worst hit are the Diamare and Mayo 
Danai areas, where huge flocks of 
cherea cherea devastated cereal ready 
for harvest. 

Elephants, too, are wreaking havoc, 
eating what cereals have survived the 


birds and weather. 

“About 1,000 elephants . have 
strayed from the Waza Park and are 
eating and destroying crops, says 
Mounchipon Seidou, governor of the 
Far North province. 

“The park is too small so they have 
strayed to surrounding farmlands. 
There's no way to contain them. If 
nothing is done, we’ll have to plead 
for international aid.” 

Cereal shortages have already 
forced price increases. The price of a 
bag of rice in Maroua* the provincial 
capital, has soared from 15,000 CFA 
francs to 25,000 CFA francs. A plate 
of rice In a restaurant now costs 500 
rather than the usual 100 CFA francs. 

Even with little food in stock, some 
farmers prefer to sell their cereal to 
rich traders from neighbouring Chad 
and Nigeria. 

In 1994, when famine hit the 
province and 105 hippopotamuses 
destroyed hundreds of acres of cereal. 
President Paul Biya donated a billion 
CFA francs to the victims. This year, 
much-needed aid has yet to arrive. 

"The government should create a 
rehabilitation committee as exists in 
Ethiopia,” says an official in the 
Ministry of Agriculture. "This com- 
mittee could then assist these people', 
study their needs and map out strate- 
gies of transporting food from abun- 
dant regions to the famished area.’’ 

Regarding the cholera outbreak. 
Public Health Minister Professor 
Joseph Owona declared during a visit 
to the region that the "epidemic is 
under control.” But local authorities 
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in Maroua are taking no chances and 
have banned the sale of a local drink 
called “anti-crises” which is produced 
under deplorably unhygienic condi- 
tions and is blamed for many deaths. 

Enforcing the ban is extremely dif- 
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fcult Many people say they have one tipsy fanner. “What do the 
been drirtiang anti-cnses for years authorities expect us to quench our 
without stomach ache and that the. thirst with?'’- Gcmhii N^-s 
dnnk is four times cheaper than beer 
from the brewery. Exchange rate: 

“We don t have any money,” says $l=Sl3CTA francs 
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Inevitable changes 


| By Jean-Claude Elias 

j TO ALL those who have become familiar, comfortable 
; with the 3.5" floppy disk holding a modest 1 .44MB of data 
< — sorry. 

! The industry has done it again. Or rather it is about to. 
• next February or March 1P97. Some companies have been 
working on the project for a couple of years but the com- 
mercial launch has been scheduled for the beginning of 
: next year. The new Sloppy disk will hold a whopping 
120MB of data, instead of the 1.44 we are used to — a 
very substantial leap. It will be of the same physical size 
■ as the 3.5" we know (meagre consolation), and will be 
able to read from but not write to the previous model. 

. Those who came recently to the world of personal com- 
: puting may know, only the 1. 44MB format, but old timers 
like yours truly sri!! remember when only a few years ago, 
we had to say goodbye to the 5.25", 1.2MB floppy disk. 

As impressive and needed us the new capacity may be, 
many will greet the news with mixed feelings. Will it ever 
j end? Wouldn’t it be possible one day to keep the same for- 
I mat of data storage for say 15 or 20 continuous years? 

I “Dream on” says the IT < information technology) industry. 

I The need for more processing power and thus larger 
I storage devices is a “natural” trend. Nothing indicates that 
j it is going to abate. It is therefore also normal to see new 
storage equipment appear every now and then. 

Just like die 1.2MB diskette remained available along- 
side the then new 1.44MB model for a while when the lat- 
ter was released, the now (almost) old 1.44MB diskette 
will probably remain available with the new 120MB. This 
will give users time to adapt and transfer their data at a 
convenient pace from one format to the other. 

The 120MB floppy will prove extremely useful to store 
software that currently takes several 1. 44MB diskettes to 
store. It will also make the backup of vital data easier and 
less expensive. Indeed most users do their backup on 
1 00MB or 200MB tape streamers that are far less reliable 
than disks. 

The good news is that the price of the new media should- 
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n't exceed Si 50 at the beginning and will probably fall 
below S70 when high volume of sales are reached. It will 
also fit in the same space as the 1.44MB floppy in the PC 
cabinet. 

Approximately at the same time, that is in the first quar- 
ter of 1997 another storage media will receive a massive 
shot of steroids: The CD-ROM that now has a typical 
capacity of 700MB will be able to hold 4.7GB (4.700MB) 
almost seven times its current capacity. Naturally other 
CD-ROM drives will be required to operate it 

.Although it is not as commonly used for the time being 
as the floppy disk, the CD (laser disc) is slowly but surely 
becoming the universal disk format for computer data, 
music, still photography and video. The new size should 
have a major impact on our daily life before the end of the 
century. Movies that now require 2 CDs will be stored on 
one only. The multimedia encyclopaedias will have many 
more video clips that should also have higher image defi- 
nition. 

Finally the price of the recordable CD will fall below 
S400 by early Spring next year making it affordable to the 
masses. The drive for this media used to cost S3, 000 or 
S2,000 two years ago, it is now proposed in A mman at 
about SI, 000 by some vendors. 

The combined introduction next year of the 120MB flop- 
py, the 4.7GB CD-ROM and the drastic drop in price of 
the recordable CD will have an impact comparable to that 
of the introduction of the Pentium processor or Windows 
95. PC users will never rest. 



THE LIGHTER SIDE 


By Mohammad A. Shuqafr 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 3. What Asia 


vr Love is an inevitable. 


3. What Asian port is nearest to the equator? 

4. What is a cardoon? 


Howa sahih al-hawa ghallab. 5. What element is found in all acids? 


Send him my best regards. 


Balligh'hu salamee. 


j He made a mountain out of a mole. 

j Ja'ala minal habbah qubbah. 


i don’t care! 


i am at vour sen, ice. 


6. How long is a lawn tennis court? 


JOKES 


La obali! 


* FIRST BOY: 'You are fool!” 

Ana fee khid'matik. SECOND BOY: “My father is another.” . 


, A May God make him happy! . • 

Bayyada Allah waj'baha. c * * 

He made u colossal fortune. 

Jama*a tbanvatan taa’ila. * A YOUNG LADY entered a big business office and 

asked the peon: “1 want to see the manager." 

PEON: “Please don’t see him now. He's not in a speak- 
! * * ing mood." 

YOUNG LADY: “There is no need for him to speak 
because I have to speak." 


PUZZLES 

WHAT ARE THEY? 


J? 



* JIM: “Why don't you travel by plane?" 

TOM: “I’m afraid of an accident.” 

JIM: “You shouldn't be afraid of an accident. You know 
you cannot die unless your death-time comes.” 

TOM: “I know that. But supposing when I am travelling, 
my death-time doesn't come but the pilot’s death-time 
comes, then what?” 
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BELIEVE IT OR NOT 
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l ' L-l I AN YOUNG American man covered the dis- 

— — i tance from his home in Texas to the White House 

in Washington D.C. on his hands and feet The 

ONC E AG AIN out artist has supplied us with drawings journey took him two and a half years, 
of six obiecis. about the names of which he was rather 
uncertain. In each case the correct name is one of the four 

given to each object in the list below. What are the correct *** 

names? Here j> the list: 




1 . Adze 

2. Flatiron 

3. Busby 

Newel 

Gridiron 

Shako 

Trowel 

Citron 

Helm 

Awl 

Andiron 

Casque 

4. Brazier 

5. Tambourine 

6. Snow-shoe 

Crosier 

Tombola 

Ski 

Seltzer 

Timpano 

Mocassin 

Psalter 

Tom-tom 

Netsuke 
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I Vv'iutt do we call "Tra. ellcrs Joy"? AMX^ER DUMA. *£ e re R“ ted French nov - 

elist, used to write his novels on blue paper, poems 

- Whoi do we mean bv a Jov Stick, a Roman Candle, a ?“ b '“ e P"Pf r wher ? a ? he g°‘ accustomed to writ- 
s' Larin? mg bis articles on pink paper. 


More to universiti es than teaching 

By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen I '4 


I HAD recentlv received a magazine from my old univer- 
sity. It is in fact something that I receive quite regularly but 
this time 1 thought I should share with you some of what 
was in it just to illustrate the point that there is far more to 
universities, as there should be. than simply sending grad- 
uates into an employment free world. 

The magazine gives a view of research at University; 
College London ( UCL » and illustrates the wide range ot 
scholarship and research which characterise UCL. 

This is the other function of the university , to provide an 
encouraging environment for the creative individual 
researcher. At UCL. many projects are awarded funding 

from private sources. . 

The first of such projects aims to develop virtual reality 
technology to visualise the design and construction ot new 
developments — such as shopping centres and transport 
facilities — before they are built. 

The newly created Virtual Reality Centre for the Built 
Environment at the Department of /ychitecture will 
research and disseminate ways of producing built environ- 
ments using virtual reality techniques. _ 

A major problem facing the professions and industries 
involved in the built environment is that so many people 
have to collaborate on different aspects of a project. Few 
see how their work contribute to the whole, but it is argued 
that virtual reality techniques should make this possible. 
The project will 'enable those who locate, design, con- 
struct, deliver and manage facilities to explore ways in 
which the highest quality “environments can.be produced. 

Another project is about the latest in diagnosis tech- 
niques. An article in the magazine argues that the diagno- 
sis of brain damage will soon be improved by a bedside 
near-infrared (N1R) light imager. This imager developed at 
the Department of Medical Physics and Bioengineering, 
and which will be completely mobile, enables patients to 
be monitored at their bedside. 

The article claims that one great advantage of NIR imag- 
ing over X-ray imaging is that it is harmless and thus can 
be used repeatedly or even continuously. NTR can also 
detect very' small abnormalities and tumours as small as 5 
mm in diameter. 

Another project at the Institute of Laryngology and 
Otology is leading a new cross-European initiative to 
address the dangers of noise, both occupational and envi- 
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ronmentai. Meanwhile. UCL already carries out research 
into the biological factors which can indicate people who 
are particularly susceptible to auditory damage. 

Under the banner of UCL Painting Analysis Ltd., anoth- 
er team Carrie* out scientific investigations on the materi- 
als. techniques and condition of paintings and painted 
objects. 

It provides a commercial service in two areas: First, 
easel paintings and painted objects and. second, decoration 
in historic buildings. 

The first area often involves quick turnaround work for 
auction houses — dating paintings, checking forgeries, 
authenticating signatures and assessing conditions. 

The second area of work involves advising on the rein- 
statement of historic decorations. This involves identify- 
ing original paint schemes so that they can be restored 
accurately. 

Another project has to do with handling the expected 
growth in telecoms traffic. This project involves using 
light of different colours to identify and route telecoms 
traffic: Telephone signals go from exchange to exchange 
and are electronically processed: some calls are processed 
as many as five or six times. 

Under the new system, each major destination, say a city, 
will have its own colour selected from wtithin the infrared 
spectrum. Instead of each exchange processing all the traf- 
fic that passes through, ir will process only those messages 
of the colour that relates to its area. All non-local traffic 
will travel on to its destinations without delay. 

These are only some of the projects going on in just one 
British university. One thing, and one thing only, remains 
to be asked: Will any of our own universities ever be able 
to compete with such levels of research and excellence? 


JTV CHANNEL TWO WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, October 24, 1996 

4:30 

5:00 

The Famous Five 
News Flash 

2:00 

Holy Koran 

5:02 

5:15 

Our World Their World — Documentary 
Search And Rescue 

2:05 

Iris + Ovid & The Gang 

6:00 

French Programme 

2:30 

Take Your Pick 

7:30 

News Headlines 

3:00 

Covington Cross 

7:35 

Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air 

3:30 

Feature Film — Something For Joey 

8:01 

Auto Classics 


Starring: Geraldine Page & Marc Singer 

8:30 

Album Show 

5:00 

News Rash 

9:10 

Blacke's Magic 

5:02 

Corn. Feature Film 

10:00 

News In English 

5:30 

French Programme 

10:30 

Madsen 


Jntertainment Varieties 

11:15 

Miami Vice 

_7:00 

Le Journal 

12:00 

Yes Minister 

7:15 

7:30 

7:35 

8:01 

Magazine — Atonies Crochus 
News Headlines 
U.N. Facts 

American Chan Show 

Monday, October 28, 1996 

S:30 

9:10 

10:00 

Material World 
Kung Fu 
News In English 

2:00 

Holy Koran 

10:25 

Feature Film — Survive The Savage Sea 

2:05 

Muppet Show 


Starring: Robert Urich & Ali McGraw 

2:30 

The Bold And The Beautiful 

12:00 

Taratata 

3:00 

French Programme 


Friday, October 25, 1996 

4:00 

4:30 

5:00 

Nature's Inventions 
Hey Dad 
News Flash 


5:02 

6:00 

Destiny Ridge 
French Programme 


Holy Koran 
Iris — Twinkle 
Muppet Show 
Play About + Flintstones 
See How They Grow 
French Programme 
Crystal Maze 
News Flash 
Name Your Adventure 
French Programme 
Envove Special 
Le Journal 

Magazine — Alio La Terre 
News Headlines 
Documentary 
Secret Weapons 
Hunter 

Virtual Reality 
News In English 

Feature Film — Weswart The Woman 
Starring: Robert Taylor & Denise Darcel 
Family Matters. 


Saturday, October 26, 1996 


Holy Koran 

Adventures Of Mickey And Donald 
The Bold And Beautiful 
Just The Job 
French Programme 
Gillette (Sports) 

Chris Cross 

News Flash 

French Programme 

Blue Heelers 

French Programme 

News Headlines 

Something Wilder 

Documentary — New Literacy 

Prism 

Lois And Clark 

News In English 

Mini Series — Best Seller 

Feature Film — Creep Show 

Starring: Lois Chiles & George Kennedy 


Sunday, October 27, 1996 


Holy Koran 

Fievel's American Tails 

You Bet Your Life 

French Programme 

Science Magazine — Documentary 


News Headlines 
Rosanne 

Disaster Chronicle — Documentary 
Cinema. Cinema 
The Lazarus Man 
News In English 
Final Justice 
Bodies Of Evidence 
Dad's Armv 


Tuesday, October 29, 1996 


Holy Koran 
Budgie 

Adventures On The Rainbow Pond 

I Love Lucy 

French Programme 

At The Zoo 

My Secret Identity 

News Flash 

Fun With Physics 

Road To Avonlea 

French Programme 

News Headlines 

Murphy Brown 

Magazine Zero One 

Encounter 

Star Trek 

News In English 

China Beach 

Mission Impossible 

Are You Being Served 


Wednesday, October 30, 1996 

^ Holy Koran 

05 Muppet Show 

50 The Bold And The Beautiful 

00 French Programme 

DO Doeumentary _ Earth Revealed 
Blizzard Island 
00 News Flash 

J- The Adventures + Kelly 

00 French Programme 

-I'! News Headlines 

- - The Four Seasons 

W Superstars Of Action 

JJ{ Challenges 

0 N.B.A. Basketball 

; 00 News In English 

'=30 Bugs 

: j0 Han To Hart 

-00 Who Is The Boss? 
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A special supplement issued by the U.N. community in Jordan on the occasion of the U.N.'s 51st anniversary 


U.N. in service of the world 

Member states have obligations to fulfill 


REVIEW 
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>ber 28, 1996 


THE UNITED Nations is 
today, more than ever, 
engaged in service to all the 
world's nations and peo- 
ples. But with the organisa- 
tion in its 5 1 st year, its abil- 
. J ity to function is hampered 
by financial problems. 
Unless member states act 
quickly to pay their debts to 
the organisation in full — a 
total of $2.5 billion as of 
October 1996 — die U.N. 
will be in severe straits by 
the end of the year. 

It is clear that this situa- 
tion stems in part from 
widespread public misun- 
derstandings about what the 
U.N. really is — and does. 

Consider these facts: 

* The budget for the 
U.N.'s core functions — the 
Secretariat ojse rations in 
New York. Geneva, Nairo- 
bi, Vienna and five Region- 
al Commissions — is $1.3 
billion a year. This is about 
4 per cent of New York 

^ City's annual budget — and 
nearly a billion dollars less 
than the yearly cost of 
Tokyo’s Fire Department It 
is $3.7 billion less than the 
annual budget of New 
York’s State University sys- 
tem. 

* Tbe U.S.’s share of the 
U.N.'s regular budget is 
$321 million a year — the 
equivalent of $1.24 per 
American. 

* The U.N. has no army. 
Governments voluntarily 
supply troops and other 
personnel to halt conflicts 
that threaten peace and 
security. The U.S. and other 
member states on the Secu- 


rity Council — not the Sec- 
retary-General — decide 
when and where to deploy 
peace-keeping troops. 

* The New York head- 
quarters of the U.N. 
requires the services of 
4,83 1 people. The Swedish 
capital of Stockholm, by 
contrast, has 60.000 munic- 
ipal employees. 

* 53,589 people work in 
the entire U.N. system 
worldwide, which includes 
the Secretariat and 25 other 
organisations such as 
UNICEF, the World Bank 
and the International Mone- 
tary Fund. Three times as 
many people work for 
McDonald’s, while Disney 
World and Disneyland 
employ 50.000. 

* Eighty per cent of the 

work of the U.N. system is 
devoted to helping develop- 
ing countries build the 
capacity to help them- 
selves. This includes pro- 
moting and protecting 
democracy and human 
rights; saving children from 
starvation and disease; pro- 
viding relief assistance to 
refugees and disaster vic- 
tims: countering global 

crime, drugs and disease; 
and assisting countries dev- 
astated by war and the 
long-term threat of 
land-mines. 

* The United Nations and 
its funds and programmes 
— UNICEF, ~ UNDP. 
UNFPA and WFP — have 
$4.6 billion a year to spend 
on economic and social 
development, which is used 
to assist countries in such 
areas as population poli- 
cies. children, agriculture. 


food distribution, etc. This 
is the equivalent of 80 cents 
per human being. In 1994, 
the world’s governments 
spent about $767 billion in 
military expenditures — the 
equivalent of $134 per 
human being. 

* The total cost of all 
U.N. peace-keeping opera- 
tions in 1995 — in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia and 1 3 
other places — was $3 bil- 
lion. This is less than the 
combined budgets of New 
York City's Police, Fire and 
Corrections Departments. It 
is the equivalent of I . I per 
cent of the U.S. military 
budget — and less than 0.3 
per cent of worldwide mili- 
tary spending. The overall 
peace-keeping budget is 
forecast to shrink by half in 
1996, largely because of tbe 
end of most operations in 
the former Yugoslavia. 

* Until the U.S. Congress 
unilaterally reduced the 
American share of peace- 
keeping expenses to 25 per 
cent, Washington had 
agreed to pay a h igher 
share, close to 31 percent 
of the yearly total, or about 
$1 billion a year in 1995 — 
less than one half of 1 per 
cent of the annual U.S. mil- 
itary budget. The U.S. share 
for 1996 is expected to 
decline by 50 per cent, to 
$500 million. 

* Member states share 
the risks of maintaining 
peace and security. Since 
1945, nearly 1.300 U.N. 
peace-keepers have died in 
the performance of their 
duties. Less than 3 per cent 
were Americans. 

* Under the supervision 


of an American, Joseph E. 
Connor, the under-secre- 
tary-general for administra- 
tion and management, the 
U.N. Secretarial operates 
on a zero-growth basis. The 
$2.6 billion budget for the 
next two years — 1.3 bil- 
lion a year — represents 
over $250 million in sav- 
ings, which will be 
achieved through efficiency 
gains and the elimination of 
1,000 staff positions — 10 
per cent of the Secretariat. 

* Ten per cent of the U.N. 
Secretariat staff has already 
been cut since 1988. and 
restructuring and streamlin- 
ing continue. One of the 
Secretary General’s first 
actions after taking office in 
1992 was to cut lop posts 
by 25 per cent. Tough new 
standanis have been set for 
staff performance. UJ4. 
staff members have about 
one-third of their salaries 
deducted in lieu of taxes. 

* A special U.N. inves- 
tigative unit — the Office 
of Internal Oversight, 
established in 1994 — is 
aggressively pursuing its 
mandate to eliminate waste 
and corruption. 

* Tbe total operating 
expenses for the entire U.N. 
system — including the 
World Bank, IMF, and all 
the U.N. funds, pro- 
grammes, and specialised 
agencies — come to SI 8.1 
billion, a year. This is“ less 
than the annual revenue of a 
major corporation like Dow 
Chemical, which took in 
more than $20 billion in 
1994. 

* The top seven contribu- 
tors to the U.N. are the U.S. 


(25%); Japan (15.4%); Ger- 
many (9%); France (6.4%); 
the United Kingdom 
(5.3%); Italy (5.1%); and 
Russia (4.4%). Collective- 
ly, they account for more 
than 66% of the regular 
U.N. budget. 

* The United States of 
America — whose citizens 
hold more U.N. Secretariat 
jobs than any other member 
state, as well as the top 
posts at UNICEF, the Unit- 
ed Nations Development 
Programme, the World 
Bank, the World Food Pro- 
gramme, the Universal 
Postal Union, and the 
World Intellectual Property 
Organisation — owes more 
in unpaid assessments than 
any other member state: 
$1.6 billion. 

* Of the $396 million in 
procurements approved by 
the U.N. Secretariat in New 
York in 1995, American 
companies got 47 per cent 
of die business, or $197 
million. For every dollar 
that the U.S. contributed in 
1995 to the New 
York-based United Nations 
Development Programme, 
American companies got 
back more than $2 in 
UNDP procurement orders. 

* The U.N., its agencies 
arid diplomatic and con- 
sular corps contribute $3.2 
billion a year to the econo- 
my of the New York City 
area alone, according to 
Mayor Rudolph W. Giu- 
liani. That has generated 
30,600 jobs, yielding $1.2 
billion in annual earnings. 



The Secretariat building of the United Nations Headquarters Ut in commemora- 
tion of the 50th anniversary OcL 24, 1995 




Crown Prince; U.N. is not remote friend 
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ON THE occasion of the 
51st anniversary of the 
United Nations, I extend 
my best wishes to all the 
U.N. agencies and their 
staff based in Amman. 
Jordan is proud to serve as 
host for the field offices of 
no less than 12 agencies of 
the United Nations — 
many of which implement 
activities not only in Jor- 
dan but also in a number 
of other countries in the 
Arab World. 

The United Nations is 
often mentioned in Jor- 
dan's mass media, not 
least in connection with its 
international political role. 
The work of its General 
Assembly and its Security 
Council makes headline 
news on many occasions. 
Less visible, but no less 
important, are the long- 
term often complex, activ- 
ities that have been carried 
out in Jordan for decades 
under U.N. auspices for 
the purposes of improving 
the quality of life for the 
Jordanian population at 
large as well as for the 
multitude of refugees that 
have made Jordan their 





HRH Crown Prince Hassan addresses the 48th session 
of the General Assembly 


temporary home. 

The United Nations is 
not a remote friend and 
ally of our nation, but a 
trusted and valuable part- 
ner on the ground — con- 
stantly engaged, along 
with the authorities and 
civil society institutions in 
Jordan, in the day-to-day 


battle to improve living 
conditions and build a bet- 
ter future for the next gen- 
eration of Jordanians. 


El Hassan bin Dalai 
Crown Prince 
of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan 


U.N.: Jordan’s dedication exemplary 
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JORDAN HAS been a 
member of the United 
Nations since 1 955 and has 
contributed continuously 
and with distinction to the 
activities of the United 
Nations worldwide. In 
recent years, members ot 
Jordan’s armed forces have 
participated in a number of 
U.N. peace-keeping mis- 
sions, often under very dif- 
ficult conditions. More- 
over, many Jordanian pro- 
fessionals have served in 
, their individual capacity 
si either as staff members of 
U.N. agencies around the 
world or as U.N. experts 
and advisers to govern- 


ments of other developing 
countries. Wherever they 
have served, they have 
drawn on their wealth of 
knowledge and profession- 
al experience as well as on 
the strength of their cultur- 
al heritage as Jordanians to 
promote the cause of 
socio-economic develop- 
ment. 

The strength of the Unit- 
ed Nations depends heavi- 
ly on the dedication and 

commitment of its member 
states. Jordan has clearly 
manifested such dedication 
and commitment, not only 
by its contributions to our 
activities worldwide, but 


also by the many facilities 
and courtesies Jordan 
extends to all die U N. 
agencies that are privileged 
to be based in Amman. 
Against this background, I 
wish at this time and place 
to express the sincere 
appreciation of all 
Amman-based U.N. agen- 
cies to our host nation. We 
look forward to a continu- 
ously constructive relation- 
ship* with the government 
and people of Jordan in the 
years to come. 

Jorgen Lissner 
U.N. Resident 
Coordinator in Jordan 


Financial crisis 
jeopardises U.N. mission 


MONEY shortages are nothing new at 
the United Nations, which relies exclu- 
sively on its member countries for fund- 
ing. Tbe problem has plagued the 
organisation since its founding 51 years 
ago. 

Many member states fail to pay their 
dues on time and in full for a variety of 
reasons, ranging from budgetary techni- 
calities to simple poverty. Others have 
withheld payments as a pressure tactic 
or to make a political point 

The current financial crisis includes 
all of these elements. But it is unlike 
any other in U.N. history. Its magnitude 
is unprecedented It threatens not only 
the U-N.’s ability to fulfill the mandates 
given it by member countries, but tbe 
organisation’s very existence. 

The UJM. runs on cash assessments 
from member states under the terms of 
its 1945 charter. The organisation is 
prohibited by law from borrowing from 
commercial institutions. Instead it relies 
on countries to honour their treaty 
obligations to pay their membership 
dues in full and on time. Each country's 
contribution is calculated on tbe basis of 
its share of the world economy and abil- 
ity' to pay. 

As of August. I, more than 100 of the 
U.N.’s 1S5 member states owed the 
organisation a total of over $3 billion — 
$2.2 billion for peacekeeping and $830 
million for tbe regular U.N. budget Of 
the S3 billion total, tbe United States 
owes more than half: over Si. 6 billion 
for past and current payments. Tbe U.S. 
accounts for 74 per cent of the $830 
million owed by member states for tbe 
regular budget 

The U .N. is so strapped for cash that 
for the third time this year — on July 31 
— it tan out of tegular budget money to 
pay its bills. In order to cover its regular 
budget expenses, the UN. has been 
forced, once again, to borrow from 
peacekeeping funds. 

As a result, the organisation is unable 
to reimburse promptly those countries 
that provide peacekeeping troops and 
equipment. By the end of 1996, those 
countries will be owed an estimated 
$675 million. 


The magnitude of the 
crisis is unprecedented. 
It threatens not only the 
U.N.’s ability to 
fulfill the mandates 
given it by member 
countries, but the organi- 
sation’s very existence. 


The UN.’s cash-flow problems have 
been exacerbated by U.S. insistence 
that payment of $80 million in arrears 
— out of $165 million promised by the 
end of July — be made only after the 
U.S. Secretary of State certifies to the 
American Congress that the U.N. has 
not taken any action that would cause it 
to exceed its no-growth 1996-1997 bud- 
get Although the U.N. has met that 
condition, the certification has yet to 
occur. 

As a result of this and other factors, 
the U.N. remains headed for a deep 
financial abyss by the end of tire year. 
By that time, the organisation's regular 
budget cash shortfall is likely to total 
$287 million. 

The U.N. already lacks the money to 
pay for all of the programmes called* for 
in the current two-year budget — a 
tough, zero-growth plan that requires 
the secretary-general to cany on the 
work of the U.N. with $252 million less 
than he had for the previous two-year 
period. Tbe U.S. aril other countries 
pushed hard for these cuts in the Gener- 
al Assembly — but now decline to fond 
the very austerity budget they approved. 

The U.N. staff has already been 
slashed by 1 1 per cent since 1994, and 
an additional $14 million in savings is 
in the works for September. But anoth- 
er $35 million to cover new unfunded 
mandates — primarily democracy- 
building missions in Haiti and 
Guatemala — has to be found within 
the existing budget 


Jordan — an active 
proponent of U.N. goals 

Fourth largest troop contributor to 
U.N. peace-keeping operations 

By the end of September 1 996, Jordan had a total of 1,126 peace-keep- 
ers (including civilian police, military observers, and troops) serving 


in: 


44 


United Nations Angola Verification Mission (UNAVEM) 

United Nations Transitional Administration for Eastern 
Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium (UNTAES) 923 

United Nations Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina (UNMIBH) 98 
United Nations Preventive Deployment Force (UNPREDEP) 3 
United Nations Mission of Observers in Prevlaka (UNMOP) 2 
United Nations Observer Mission in Georgia (UNOM1G) 5 
United Nations Mission of Observers in Tajikstan (UNMOT) 6 
Liquidation Team in the U.N. Transitional Office in the former 
Yugoslavia 
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First to commit resources to rapid 
deployment of peace-keeping troops 

Stand-by anangements were created in 1994 as a means to fill the 
thrce-KKsix month gap between authorisation of a peace-keeping mis- 
sion by the Security Council and full deployment by standard recruit- 
ment methods. Nations pledge troops, logistic support or other crucial 
resources with days or weeks, instead of the months normally required. 
To date, 59 member states have expressed willingness to participate in 
the regime. Four have formalised the commitment through the sicnine 
of a memorandum of understanding: Jordan (January 1995). Denmark 
(May 1995) Ghana iMay 1996), and Malaysia (September 1996). 

35th member state to pay 1996 dues 


IN MARCH 1996, Jordan became the 35th U.N. member state to ful- 
fill its treaty obligation by paying its dues in full, ro the tune of U.S. 
$108,770. By mid-October 1996, however, 92 member states still 
owed the United Nations $2.5 billion. 





January 1993 .. overp limping of water turns the Azraq Oasis into a deserted waste dump 


Januarv 1995 ... the wetlands are brought back to life by UNDP's Azraq Oasis Conservation Project 


THREE YEARS ago, visi- 
tors who took the one-and- 
a-half hour trip from 
Amman to the Azraq Oasis 
would have been in for an 
unpleasant surprise. For 
standing there to greet 
sightseers at this popular 
iourist site was not a 
sparkling oasis, but a 
deserted waste dump. What 
was once a unique freshwa- 
ter ecosystem in the heart of 
the eastern desert had been 
transformed into a dried-up 
crater filled with rocks, 
used tires and garbage. 
Buffaloes and wild horses 
which used to roam the 
wetlands were nowhere to 
be seen. 

Today, another trip to the 
oasis would leave the same 
visitors rubbing their eyes 
in disbelief. The barren 
crater has been replaced by 
a glittering lake with ducks 
and cranes swimming lazily 
under the sun. Lush vegeta- 
tion circles the shores of the 
lake, reflecting their proud, 
green leaves in the dear 
waters, while migratory 
birds swoop in from the sky 
to fill their thirsty beaks. 


The oasis, which was on the 
brink of death nearly three 
years ago. was brought 
back to life by the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme's i UNDP) Azraq 
Oasis Conservation Project. 

What happened to .Azraq. 
according to Ghaith Fariz. 
head of the project’s man- 
agement unit, was an envi- 
ronmental crime. As one of 
few oasis wetlands left in 
the desens of the world, 
.Azraq represented a unique 
freshwater habitat for the 
fauna and flora in arid 
regions, attracting many 
nature lovers. It had often 
been described as a par- 
adise in the middle of a 
desen. The oasis was of 
particular importance to 
hundreds of thousands of 
migratory birds during their 
seasonal flights. At one 
point, it was also home to 
the Asian jackal, red fox. 
striped hyena, black water 
snake and a variety of 
amphibians. But the very' 
substance that these crea- 
tures survived on was what 
eventually destroyed the 
oasis — water. 


The Azraq Oasis had 
always been a water surplus 
area situated in the heart of 
a 12.710 km2 drainage 
basin, which is larger than 
the area of Lebanon. Water 
used to pour in from near- 
by wadis, and rainfall — as 
sparse as it was — used to 
contribute its share of water 
to die oasis. It was only a 
matter of time before ever- 
expanding urban centres, in 
their quest for a solution to 
their water shortage, would 
tum to Azraq to quench the 
thirst of a growing popula- 
tion. 

Pumping from the Azraq 
springs began as far back as 
the 1960s to supply die city 
of Irbid with water at a rate 
of 2-3 million cubic meters 
imcm) per year. But it was- 
n’t until the late 1970s that 
the rate of extraction began 
to rise rapidly. During the 
early 1980s. when Jordan 
was enjoying the spillover 
effect of the oil boom in the 
Gulf states, its economy 
expanded and its population 
increased. With all this 
prosperity came the 

increased ■ demand for 


water. Pumping from Azraq 
escalated, peaking at 25 
mcm per annum in 1993. 
To compound this problem, 
unparallelled growth in 
agriculture, which depends 
on groundwater for irriga- 
tion. consumed another 25 
mcm. At an extraction rate 
of 50 mcm a year, water 
from the Azraq Oasis was 
being pumped at twice its 
natural rechargeable capac- 
ity. 

The consequences were 
disastrous. The under- 
ground water table dropped 
drastically, whiie the >ulinity 
of soil and water surged. 
The springs, lake' and 
marshes dried up and all 
signs of foliage and v ildlife 
disappeared. The collapse 
in the oasis’ ecosystem did 
not spare the local commu- 
nin' in Azraq. Their crops 
suffered. They could no 
longer fish or graze their cat- 
tle and those who worked in 
tourism-related businesses 
were out of jobs. In search 
of a better livelihood, many 
workers from Azraq left 
their rural community and 
migrated to urban centres of 


the country. 

To Dr. Fariz. who had 
been working on the Azraq 
Oasis Conservation Project 
since 1994. there is a sad 
irony to the story of the wet- 
lands. Azraq was given spe- 
cial recognition at the Con- 
vention on Wetlands of 
International Lmportance in 
1977 and was declared a 
Ramsar Site which granted 
it international protection. 
In the same year, the south- 
ern area of the wetlands was 
given reserve status. But 
This failed to prevent the 
environmental mismanage- 
ment which took place in 
subsequent years, and it 
wasn't until decades later 
that a move was made to 
remedy the situation. 

In 1993, UNDP decided to 
use financing available 
through the Global Environ- 
ment Facility (GEF). a fund- 
ing mechanism bora out of 
the 1992 World Summit on 
Environment in Rio de 
Janeiro, to address the eco- 
logical crisis in Azraq. 
Together with various gov- 
. .eminent agencies and the 
Royal ..Society, for the Con- 


servation of Nature i.RSCN) 
which is responsible for 
managing nature reserves in 
the kingdom, the .Azraq 
Oasis Conservation Project 
was mobilised. The project 
became the first in Jordan to 
link the conservation of bio- 
diversity to the needs of the 
local community, and one of 
the first in the world which 
attempted to restore an arid- 
zone wetland ecosystem. 

According to Dr. Fariz. the 
local community bad been 
wary’ of environmental pro- 
jects that were so obsessed 
with biodiversity that they 
forgot about the human 
dimension. The project had 
to stand up to powerful land 
owners, farmers and the 
municipalities who had 
come to rely, to a large 
extent, on the .Azraq Oasis 
for their water supply. 

The most effective solu- 
tion to the water dilemma at 
Azraq would have been to 
cease all pumping from the 
basin. But that would have 
resulted in grave socio-eco- 
nomic consequences. After 
some brainstorming and 
consultations with the gov- 


ernment. it was agreed to do 
something that had never 
been done in the country 
before — reverse pumping. 

Extensive studies were 
conducted and experimental 
pumping began in June of 
1994 through existing pipe 
networks. Water was 
pumped back to the epicen- 
tre of the basin at a rate of 2 
mcm per annum. This not 
only arrested the salinisation 
of existing freshwater, but it 
also began to replenish the 
water supply of the oasis to 
a healthy level. 

Their rehabilitation plans 
did not stop there. A major 
clean up operation was 
launched for the springs in 
the lakes and the wadis that 
led to the reserve. The 
wadis were deepened so that 
more rainfaJi would be 
channelled into the reserve. 
Guidelines were established 
for rationing water from the 
basin for agricultural pro- 
duction and the Society of 
.Azraq Oasis Friends was 
founded, creating a vocal 
grassroots movement. 
Today , the Azraq Oasis Con- 
servation Project is cited as a 


global modes for wetland 
conservation and manage- 
ment. 

"We saved what could be 
saved and initiated positive 
trends.” said Dr. Fariz on 
the gradual comeback the 
wetland* arc making. The 
project's success was a tes- 
tament to the basics of prop- 
er management — in know- 
ing how much water exists 
and where — and to the 
timeliness of UNDP's assis- 
tance. 

In a short period of time, 
the .Azraq Oasis went from 
being an ecological disaster 
backto a healthy freshwater 
ecosystem. But it is dearly 
not out of the woods. Over- 
pumping continues and the 
demands of a growing popu- 
lation pose a threat to the 
water supply. But the pro- 
ject continues to repair dam- 
ages of the past while prac- 
tising proper resource man- 
agement in the hope that 
water agreements with 
neighbouring countries will 
ultimately relieve the pres- 
sure on the wetlands of 
Azraq. 


Partners in business: 


UNDP lends a hand to small enterprises 
by fuelling ‘engine for job creation’ 



In 1995. over 1,000 small enterprises were provided with special consultations tai- 
lored to meet their specific business needs 
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Worldwide and in Jordan 


Largest iJ.N. progr amme 
ITniled Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) is the largest grant- 
based assistance programme within the 
United Nations with an annual budget 
of close to S1.0 billion. 

Worldwide field network 
UNDP has field offices in 136 countries 
around the world — more than any 
other international agency. Its head- 
quarters is located next to the United 
Nations Secretariat in New York. 

Development for people 

UNDP is committed to sustainable 
human development, i.e. policies that 
place long-term needs of people at the 
centre of the development process. 

UNDP in Jordan 

UNDP (and its predecessor agency 
within the U.N.) has provided grants 
technical assistance to Jordan since 
1952. Thus, it has more than 40 years 
of experience in Jordan. 

Volume of assistance 
Since 1992, a total of 57 projects at a 
total value of LIS$ 21.0 million have 
been implemented in Jordan under the 
auspices of UNDP and its affiliated 
agencies within the United Nations. 


Areas of involvement 
As a multi-sectoral development 
agency, UNDP provides assistance to 
Jordan in a broad spectrum of fields. 
Some of its ongoing projects aim to: 

* Improve quality of vocational training. 

* Reform income tax administration. 

* Strengthen Jordan's export promotion. 

* Preserve Jordan's biodiversity. 

' Generate electricity from industrial wastes. 

* Prepare Jordan's first national Human 
Development Report with the Ministry 
of Planning. 

Future priorities 

For the coming years, the Government 
of Jordan has requested LINDP to focus 
its assistance on the following priori- 
ties: 

* Governance and public administration 

* Social development (poverty & gender.) 

* Jordan's international competitiveness 
Environment and natural resources 

The, neopie behind UNTIP 
Twenty-eight staff members make up 
UNDP Jordan, including professionals 
with multi-disciplinary expertise in the 
fields of environment, political science, 
gender and development, economics, 
management and communications. 


What is sustainable human development? 


WHEN OFFICERS from 
the Vocational Training 
Corporation (VTC) paid a 
visit to a small woodwork 
business to market their ser- 
vices for small and medi- 
um-sized enterprises, the 
shop owner was suspicious. 
So much so. that as soon as 
his visitors left, he hurried 
to his friend who owned the 
woodwork business next 
door and told him that the 
income tax department had 
come to see him. 

His friend knew better. 
His business was one of 
450 small and medium- 
sized enterprises in .Amman 
and Irbid that had benefited 
from the VTC’s pilot pro- 
ject. Extension officers 
from the VTC had taught 
him how to manage his 
business finances more effi- 
ciently through cost 
accounting. Other enter- 
prises learned how to man- 
age and improve their sales, 
marketing. maintenance, 
and quality control through 
training and consultations 
with the VTC. 

There is a reason why the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP), 
the International Labour 
Organisation (1LO) and the 
VTC have put small enter- 
prises at the top of their 
agenda for the industrial 
extension project. Small 
enterprises in Jordan are 
emerging as a major player 
in the private sector econo- 
my. High hopes are pinned 
on the growth of the private 
sector to pave the way for a 
stronger and sustainable 
economy. The importance 
of small enterprises is 
reflected in their numbers 
— S9 per cent of the 18.592 
industrial firms and 96 per 
cent of the 35,935 trading 
firms in Jordan employ no 
more than five workers. 

Small and medium-sized 
enterprises have been 


dubbed the “engine for job 
creation” because no other 
single sector in the econo- 
my creates more jobs in 
absolute numbers. Yet tra- 
ditionally. such businesses 
have always lacked support 
services and are very vul- 
nerable to economic hard- 
ships. especially in an 
increasingly competitive 
market. The absence of 
credit facilities, marketing 
networks, training and 
proper management are just 
some of the obstacles which 
place them at a relative dis- 
advantage to larger firms. 

Ail over the world, the 
failure rate of new small- 
scale enterprises is very 
high. On average, less than 
half survive the fust five 
years of operation. As a 
result, many industrialised 
countries in Europe have 
established public institu- 
tions which offer technical 
and managerial expertise 
free-of-charge or at low cost 
to small enterprises. In tum. 
their industrial extension 
support lune paid off hand- 


somely by enabling busi- 
nesses to stay afloat and 
preventing significant eco- 
nomic loss in the form of 
unpaid bank loans, redun- 
dant enterprises, etc. 

In 1992. with the technical 
assistance of UNDP, the 
global expertise of ILO in 
small enterprise develop- 
ment and in-kind contribu- 
tion from the government, 
the VTC began offering 
industrial extension ser- 
vices. The idea was to ulti- 
mately enhance the produc- 
tion of the small enterprise 
sector by strengthening the 
VTC's national capacity to 
provide them business 
training and advisory ser- 
vices. 

Targeting firms that 
employed up to 60 people, 
extension officers made 
over 2.000 site visits in 
Amman and Irbid, the 
major industrial centres. 
Seminars and workshops 
Tackling management and 
technical issues were organ- 
ised. They were later fol- 
lowed up with visits id the 


work premises of the partic- 
ipants to ensure they were 
correctly applying the con- 
cepts and techniques taught 
to them. 

A remarkable aspect of 
the project was the undivid- 
ed attention many small 
firms received from the 
extension officers, to 1995 
alone, over i .090 small and 
medium-sized enterprises 
were provided with special 
consultations tailored to 
meet their specific needs in 
costing, stock control, lay- 
out, accounting and plan- 
ning. As a result, small 
enterprises in Jordan were 
able — for the first time — 
to turn to a public sector 
establishment for assis- 
tance. 

At first, the project was 
not met with much enthusi- 
asm from business owners. 
As a result it forged an 
uneasy alliance between the 
public and private sectors 
who were used to working 
apart not together. Second- 
ly. it was difficult for many 
husiiK-sx owners lo admit 


they needed help, and from 
a public institution no less. 

Nearly five years into the 
project the psychological 
barrier between small enter- 
prises and the VTC has 
begun to crumble. A recent 
survey of VTC clients 
revealed an overwhelming 
approval of their support 
services, with 76^r indicat- 
ing that there is a pressing 
need for an industrial exten- 
sion programme dedicated 
to small enterprises. The 
apprehension which was 
initially harboured by busi- 
ness owners was replaced 
by a sense of trust as a result 
of the tangible benefits they 
were beginning to see in 
their day-to-day operations. 

One plastic pipe manufac- 
turer in Irbid saved JD 
1,200 a year in scrapped 
plastic when extension offi- 
cers showed his workers 
how to manually cut the 
pipes to the exact desired 
length. In another case, 
extension officers helped 
rearrange the work space of 
a metal fabrication plant in 
Amman. This saved 
employees time spent 
searching for materials and 
tools. With an office space 
of his own. also made possi- 
ble by better management 
of space, the business owner 
was able to buy a computer 
and organise his working 
files more efficiently. 

The VTC. UNDP and ILO 
had truly become partners 
in business of small enter- 
prises. Their project effec- 
tively heightened the aware- 
ness and demand for indus- 
trial extension support ser- 
vices. Today, many small 
businesses do not wait until 
extension officers come 
knocking on their door. 
They go out and seek such 
services mi their own. 


‘ Sustainable human devel- 
opment is development that 
is pro-poor, pro-nature, 
pro-jobs and pm-women.' 

James Gustave Speth, 

UNDP Administrator 

BETWEEN THE 1950s and 
1970s, the terra “develop- 
ment" was synonymous with 
economic growth in terms of 
a country's gross national 
product. Economic growth 
was the single-minded preoc- 
cupation of development 
experts and policy-makers in 
developed and developing 
countries alike, at the 
expense of other dimensions 
of development. 

By the 1980s. national and 
international development 
organisations began to pay 
particular attention to issues 
concerned with gender, non- 
g« »v cmmenlal i >r*juni.saiion*. 


and the environment, to name 
a few. This trend reflected 
the emergence of an interna- 
tional consensus which 
argued that the key dimen- 
sions of development were 
being neglected — particu- 
larly as they related to peo- 
ple. 

In the early 1990s. two new 
concepts began to be raised 
with increasing frequency: 
human development and sus- 
tainable development. As 
both terms essentially repre- 
sented two sides of the same 
equation, they were soon 
combined into what is known 
today as sustainable human 
development. 

The concept of sustainable 
human development was fust 
interpreted by the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP) in its glob- 
al Human Development 
Report (HDRt. published 


annually since 1990. Its 
basic principle revolves 
around people-centred devel- 
opment. According to the 
HDR. a society's progress 
should be measured accord- 
ing to how it expands peo- 
ple’s choices, is conducive to 
a long and healthy life, leads 
to empowerment and 
increases access to resources 
needed for a decent standard 
of living. 

Since the concept of sus- 
tainable human development 
is applicable to people every- 
where — regardless of 
nationality or place of resi- 
dence — it has become a 
fundamental cornerstone of 
UNDP's policy and is also 
now high on the global poli- 
cy agenda. 
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Water for life 


ESCWA study prompts dialogue, cooperation between partners in water crisis 
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> THROUGHOUT THE 
world, the development of 
new water resources ha* 
become the focus of studies 
by economists, politicians, 
and strategists. VVV.rJdwi de- 
population growth has led 
lo an increased demand lor 
water — not only for drink- 
ing and irrigation purposes 
but also to meet the needs 
of the industrial sector. 

In the countries of the 
Western Asia region, mat- 
ters are even more com- 
plex. Most of the countries 
of the region lie in urij and 
semi-arid land that rely on 
groundwater for most ■ >f 
their water needs. Proper 
planning and integrated 
management for the devel- 
opment and use of water 
resources has become a 
necessity, as has the appli- 
cation of modern technolo- 
gies to explore and de\elop 
_ , new water resources. 

■ } To further add to the com- 
plexity of the situation in 
Western Asia, water issues 
have become highly politi- 
cised. Many water basins 
are shared by more than 
one country in the region. 
Such sharing encompasses 
g rou nd water ui| u i fers as 
well as rivers and lakes. In 
many cases, dialogue is 
nearly non-existent 

between countries sharing 


aquifers.' necessitating the 
intervention of a neutral 
entity qualified to briny 
about technical dialogue 
between these countries for 
the purpose of integrated 
management 01 shared 
water basins. 

Herein lies the role of the 
EcoiK.inic and Social Com- 
mission lor Western Asia 
'ESC vYA j. An 1 mpurt ial 
Untied Nations body with 
the requisite scientific and 
technical expertise. 

EScWA is the ideal organi- 
sation to create the neces- 
sary dialogue among its 
member states tor the ratio- 
nal development, milis.it ion 
and conservation of shared 
water resources. In fact. 
ESCWA has taken steps in 
this direction with the 
implementation of a project 
in cooperation with the 
Federal Institute for Geo- 
sciences and Natural 
Resources of Germany , and 
with Syrian and Jordanian 
authorities. The sub-region- 
al B.isjft Aquifer System, 
extending over an area of 
about 23.Ot.iO square kilo- 
metres. and shared by Jor- 
dan and Syria, was selected 
for an investigative study. 

The immediate objectives 
of the study are to establish 
a database on the hydroge- 
ological conditions of the 


Basalt aquifer region: to 
formulate proposals for fur- 
ther studies and technical 
measures for vv ater 
resource development, 
management and conserva- 
tion: and to use modern 
technologies such as 
remote sensing and isotope 
hydrology for groundwater 
exploration and manage- 
ment in the Basalt aquifer 
area. The long-term objec- 
tive of the project is ;o 
achieve an optimised sus- 
tainable integrated manage- 
ment of the available water 
resources in the Basalt 
aquifer region. 

Proposals currently cen- 
tre on increasing the effi- 
ciency of water usage, 
through allocation of water 
resources to various sec- 
tors. including comprehen- 
sive planning lor available 
resources and the improve- 
ment of the technical tools 
used tor analysis purposes. 

Among the most signifi- 
cant results of this project is 
that ir engendered dialogue 
between the Jordanian and 
Syrian panics on water 
rights; on achieving a com- 
prehensive water strategy 
tor the shared aquifer and 
• hi the subsequent attain- 
ment of economic and 
social development for both 
countries. 







What is ESCWA? 


In many cases, dialogue is non-existent between coun- 
tries sharin'* water resources 
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Basalt aquifer system, extending over an area of about 25.000 square kilometres, and 
shared by Jordan and Sy ria, is the subject of ESCWA investigative study 


ESCWA was the imple- 
menting agency for this 
project, through technical 
cooperation and coordina- 
tion between its experts in 
tlie Energy. Natural 
Resources and Environ- 
ment Div ision and the spe- 
cialised authorities in Jor- 
dan and Syria. ESCWA 
also received assistance 
from regional experts and 
consultants and from Ger- 
many's Federal Institute for 
Geosciences and Natural 
Resources. 

Specifically, the study 
succeeded in preparing a 
unified geological map for 
the urea comprising the 
Basalt Aquifer System 
shared by Jordan and Syria, 
through the use of remote 
sensing techniques coupled 
with groundtruth data. In 
addition, it prepared 15 the- 
matic maps that describe 
the total thickness of the 
Basalt Aquifer System, 
depth of groundwater level, 
groundwater flow, and 
groundwater salinity’. It also 


tackled the hydrologic con- 
ditions of the area — 
drainage, rainfall, evapora- 
tion, and surface runoff pat- 
terns. 

The study revealed 
increased salinity of the 
groundwater as a result of 
excessive pumping and the 
possibility of flow of this 
brackish water into the 
Azraq Basin which sup- 
plies pan of Amman's 
drinking water. In addition, 
there is a possibility of 
increased diffusion of 
saline water in the eastern 
and nonheastem pans of 
the shared aquifer. 

Mutual cooperation and 
coordination for developing 
and managing the shared 
water basin comprising the 
Basalt aquifer is the 
responsibility' of both Jor- 
dan and Syria. Through 
ESCWA' s assistance, the 
two countries can begin to 
address this problem in a 
comprehensive manner that 
will ensure the achievement 
of mutual benefits. 


THE ECONOMIC and 
Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) 
is one of five regional 
commissions established 
by the Economic and 
Social Council, the prin- 
cipal organ of the United 
Nations responsible for 
coordinating economic 
and social activities in 
the U.N. system. The 
main functions of 
ESCWA are: 

— To promote eco- 
nomic and social devel- 
opment through regional 
and sub-regional cooper- 
ation and integration, 
and to serve as the main 
general economic and 
social development 
forum for the ESCWA 
region (Bahrain, Egypt. 
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait. 
Lebanon. Oman. Pales- 
tine, Qatar. Saudi Arabia. 
Syria, United Arab Emi- 
rates, Yemen). 

— To formulate and 
promote development 
assistance activities and 
projects commensurate 
with the needs and prior- 
ities of the region and to 
act as an executing 
agency tor relevant oper- 
ational projects 

— To organise confer- 
ences and inter-govem- 
mental and expert group 
meetings, sponsor train- 
ing workshops, sym- 
posia and seminars, and 
cany out studies, 
research and surveys 
— To establish and 
develop statistical data- 
bases and information 
pertinent to the work of 
ESCWA 

ESCWA’s five thematic 
sub-programmes 

In 1993-1994. ESCWA 
undertook a restructuring 
process to enhance effec- 
tiveness and efficiency in 
providing appropriate 
services to its member 
states. This entailed 
moving from a sectoral 
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programming approach 
encompassing 1 5 sub- 
programmes to 5 themat- 
ic sub-programmes: 

Management of Natur- 
al Resources and Envi- 
ronment 

Under this sub-pro- 
gramme fall most of the 
energy, water and envi- 
ronment activities; some 
of the agricultural activi- 
ties related to the man- 
agement of land and 
environment; some of 
the human settlements 
activities related to ener- 
gy and environment: 
some of the industry 
activities related to envi- 
ronment and energy, and 
statistics on energy and 
environment. 

Improvement of the 
Quality of Life 

Under this sub-pro- 
gramme fall all social 
development. popula- 
tion. and human settle- 
ments activities as well 
as those relating lo 
women: some of the 
agricultural activities 
related to rural develop- 
ment; some of the indus- 
try activities related to 
small-scale industries 
and participation of 
women in manufacturing 
industries, and employ- 
ment opportunities 
through small-scale 
industries: and statistics 
on population, labour, 
women, human develop- 
ment and social develop- 
ment. 

Economic Develop- 
ment and Co o peration 

Under this sub-pro- 
gramme fall all activities 
on development issues, 
trade, public administra- 
tion. finance and transna- 
tional corporation activi- 


ties; most of the activ i- 
tics on industry, icdnml- 
og\ and transport: must 
oi the activities on agri- 
culture: and statistics mi 
until mai account-, 

finance and industry. 

Regional Development 
and Global Uhan-JL.-- 
Under this sub-pro- 
gramme fall all activities 
dealing with the impact 
of the Single European 
Market, the General 
Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade tGATTi. pri- 
vatisation. some of tlie 
transnational corporation 
activities and relevant 
global events as well 
some activities relating 
to the quality of life (the 
social impact of structur- 
al adjustments i. 

Special Programmes 
and Issues 

Under this .sub-pro- 
gramme fall a I! those 
activities dealing with 
Palestine. Yemen as a 
least developed country 
iLDCk countries affect- 
ed by wars, the impact of 
the peace settlement on 
the region and other rele- 
vant emerging events. 

ESCWA addresses 
these five thematic sub- 
programmes with the 
framework of the follow - 
ing substantive divisions: 

— Energy. Natural 
Resources and Environ- 
ment Division 
— Economic Dev elup- 
mem Issues and Policies 
Division 

— Social Development 
Issues and Policies Divi- 
sion 

— Sectoral Issues and 
Policies Division 
— Statistics Division 
— Technical Coopera- 
tion Division 
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Pioneering work to improve the quality of life 
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The World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) is committed to 
Health for All by the year 
2000. It works towards the 
achievement of that goal by 
helping its member slates to 
implement the primary 
health care approach which 
consists of several elements, 
including safe water sup- 
plies and sanitation, good 
nutrition. immunisation, 
control of communicable 
and endemic diseases, 
mother and child health 
including family planning. 
W’HO believes that the 
attainment of Health for All 
can only be achieved 
through a holistic approach 
that aims to improve the liv- 
ing conditions of the poor- 
est people. One of its high- 
ly successful initiatives is 
the Basic Development 
Needs approach which aims 
j» empower the community 
to identify its essential 
needs and determine the 
ways and means of meeting 
them. 

In Jordan. WHO supports 
about 35 health pro- 
grammes which fall under 
four main headings: 

1. Heaith manpower 
development. including 
support to universities and 
the establishment of educa- 
tion development centers 
and the development of 
teaching and learning mate- 
rial. 

2. Development of health 
infrastructure and health 
systems including primary 
health care, health informa- 
tion and health management 
systems and health 
research. 

h 

3. Health tcchn«i!«»g> 


erins prevention, control 
and management of com- 
municable and non-commu- 
nicable diseases. laboratory 
services, blood transfusion, 
environmental health, drug 
policies and pharmaceuti- 
cals. 

4. Health promotion and 
health prelection including: 
information education for 
health, nutrition, maternal 
and child health, prevention 
..if disabilities and rehabili- 
tation. women's health and 
development, family health, 
mental health and healthy 
iife style. 

Two WHO programmes in 
Jordan desene special 
description: 

A- "Improving the Qual- 
ity of Life", which is imple- 
mented in collaboration 
with the Noor AJ Hussein 
Foundation. It started in the 
village of Sweimeh in the 
Ghor valley, where villagers 
decided on priorities to raise 
their living standards. With- 
in four years nearly all the 
villagers were living in 
proper houses equipped 
with proper sanitation facil- 
ities. while previously halt 
of the population lived in 
tents. In 1 9S9 the village 
had r.o electricity, but under 
this initiative all its houses 
are supplied with electricity. 
The enthusiasm shown by 
the villagers encouraged the 
sponsoring organisations to 
extend the initiative to 15 
other villages. 

Beneficiary families were 
provided with a breeding 
cow whose first call would 
be given to another family 
after binh. Other income 
generating projects included 
providing women with tra- 
ditional and modem looms 
to make rugs and carpets. 
Nurseries for young chil- 
dren wciC established 


and school attendance was 
supported and monitored. 

While these undertakings, 
were concerned with sur- 
vival and living conditions, 
they had a direct bearing on 
the health of villagers. Ser- 
vices by the local health 
centre were improved and 
the villagers were encour- 
aged to make use of them. 
Immunisation coverage 
among infants against child- 
hood diseases soon reached 
a high rate. Women in child 
be:iring age were also 
immunised against neonatal 
tetanus lo provide immunity 
for both the mother and the 
unborn child. A mothers' 
club was also established to 
provide health education 
and to enable them to bene- 
fit from avtiilable health ser- 
vices and improve nutrition 
practices. 

The success of this project 
has prompted the replica- 
tion of the programme not 
only in other parts of Jordan 
but in other countries in the 
eastern Mediterranean 
region. It is now being 
implemented in 12 out of 
the 22 member states of the 
Region and showing good 
results everywhere. 

B- WHO Regional Cen- 
tre for Environmental 
Health Activities tCEHAl 

CEHA is the Regional 
Centre for Environmental 
Health Activities estab- 
lished in 19S5 in Amman, 
Jordan, by WHO's Regional 
Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean (EMRO). 
CEHA serves as the techni- 
cal and information 
exchange unit of the WHO 
Environmental Health Pro- 
gramme for the region. 

CEHA’s mandate is to 
promote environmental 
health through technical 
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Scavengers sifting through solid waste at Rosserfeh landfill 


support for strengthening 
national capabilities and 
programmes in the member 
states of the region in the 
fields of community water 
supply and sanitation, pro- 
motion of healthy cities, vil- 
lages and communities, 
environmental health risk 
assessment and manage- 
ment. food safety, chemical 
safety, and environmental 
health in refugee camps and 
emergencies. CEHA sup- 
port to member states of 
EMRO includes: 

Human resources devel- 
opment by supporting and 
sponsoring training courses, 
seminars, workshops and 
conferences at national and 
regional levels. CEHA 


develops, adapts and trans- 
lates relevant training and 
learning materials. 

Information exchange 
through the Regional Envi- 
ronmental Health Informa- 
tion Network (CEHANET) 
which was launched in 
19S8. CEHANET pro- 
motes, networking among 
national environmental 
health information units in 
the region, and supports 
building the capacity of 
these units by providing 
systems, tools and human 
resources development. 

Technical cooperation by 
providing expert advice on 
problem assessment, pro- 
gramme planning and insti- 


tutional development. 

Special studies and 
applied research by provid- 
ing support to national pro- 
fessionals and institutions, 
on environmental health 
priority issues, such as 
drinking water quality, 
wastewater recycling and 
use. water conservation, 
solid waste management 
and air pollution. 

CEHA in Jordan 

CEHA's support to Jordan 
is channeled through the 
Directorate of Environmen- 
tal Health (DEH) of the 
Ministry of Health to other 
ministries and institutions 
involved in environmental 


health .services in the coun- 
try. CEHA capacity build- 
ing support to" DEH 
includes training, technical 
support, and provision of 
equipment. Jordanian pro- 
fessionals benefit from 
CEHA regional and nation- 
al training activities on pri- 
ority environmental health 
issues. National profession- 
als also participate at CEHA 
regional consultations, sem- 
inars and workshops. Jor- 
danian institutions enjoy 
full access to the resources 
of CEHA information cen- 
tre. 

Jointly with WHO/HQs. 
CEHA provided technical 
and financial support to the 
Government of Jordan in 
developing the National 


Strategy and Plan of Action 
tor Health and Environ- 
ment. Other assistance 
included identification nf 
environmental health prob- 
lems and programme devel- 
opment for bilateral and 
multilateral donor support. 

Two special studies arc 
being implemented to 
assess and analyse the 
impact of lead snickering 
plants and open waste 
dumping on the environ- 
ment and the health of the 
.surrounding communities 
CEHA is also supporting 
the development of a biogas 
compost system in connec- 
tion with the Quality of Life 
Project of Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation. 
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UNRWA: Investing in people 


HADlA MAHMOUD 
Ramadan never expected to 
be her family’s breadwin- 
ner. But after her husband 
broke his back in an acci- 
dent six years ago, she was 
too proud to live on chanty. 
She started preparing food- 
stuffs at home to sell to 
neighbours. Now. two years 
later, Hadia — better 
known as Um Ahmad — is 
operating a small unit in 
Jabai AI Hussein Camp in 
Amman producing food 
ready for cooking. Um 
Ahmad and her colleagues 
sell a variety of foodstuffs 
including sliced carrots and 
spinach, lentils free from 
impurities, aubergine and 
courgette shells and sweets. 

The unit was opened in 
February 1996 as a pilot 
project to generate income 
for women breadwinners. 

Ura Ahmad is one of 
thousands of refugee 
women who have benefited 
from the tr ainin g opportuni- 
ties provided at the 23 
women's programme cen- 
tres established by UNRWA 
in Jordan. Until the late 
eighties, there were only 1 1 
centres which used to pro- 
vide women with tradition- 
al sewing courses and some 
health education. 

But since 1987, these cen- 
tres, and the 12 new centres 
which have opened in the 
interim, have been offering 
a wide range of courses 
including computer and 
business skills, legal litera- 
cy. civic education, and 


household maintenance, in 
addition to traditional 
courses such as machine 
knitting, flower making and 
hairdressing. “Our aim is to 
prepare women for 
income-earning opportuni- 
ties and to enhance their 
role in community develop- 
ment," explains Director of 
Relief and Social Services 
at UNRWA Headquarters in 
Amman Angela Williams. 
“The emphasis on pro- 
grammes has shifted from 
providing refugees with 
direct relief to strategies of 
a more developmental char- 
acter.” she adds. 

Empowering women with 
knowledge, enabling them 
to acquire the skills to earn 
a living and facilitating 
their role in their communi- 
ties have been the centre- 
piece of UNRWA's work 
with women over the last 
few years. Legal literacy 
courses were conducted at 
several women’s pro- 
gramme centres. A legal 
advice bureau was opened 
in Wihdat camp in 1994 and 
another one opened its door 
for business in Jabai Al 
Hussein camp in 1995. 

Community savings and 
loan groups were set up in 
Wihdat. Jabai AJ Hussein 
and Jerash camps to pro- 
vide loans to members, 
mainly women, from a 
revolving fund. The fund 
was established this year 
with the women's own 
pooled savings and external 
funding to assist them in 


starting up their own busi- 
nesses. At the Jerash WPC, 
about 70 women earn an 
income through a wool 
spinning enterprise. 

“All of this is pan of our 
poverty alleviation strategy 
that targets the poorest of 
the refugees, in particular 
those registered with 
UNRWA as special hard- 
ship cases", says Ms. 
Williams. At the centre of 
this endeavour is the 


In 1996. 22 families par- 
ticipated in the poverty alle- 
viation programme to pro- 
mote micro-enterprises, 17 
of them achieving sufficient 
sustainable income to be 
removed from the agency's 
special hardship cases roll 
[which includes 34,000 
people in Jordan]. 

Job creation goes hand in 
hand with the training pro- 
grammes UNRWA provides 
for the children of Palestine 


UNRWA in figures 

- Jordan - 

(as of 30 June 1996) 

Registered refugees 
Existing camps 

Registered refugees in camps 
Schools 

Education staff 
Pupils (1995/1996 enrolment)) 
Training centres 
Health centres 
Health staff 
Special hardship cases 
Women’s programme centres 
Community rehabilitation centres 
Area staff 

Regular budget- 1996 (US $ m) 


tn 


1.358,706 

ib 

258,204 

19S 

4,546 

148,004 

2 

23 

814 

34,335 

23 

8 

6,197 
$ 74,322 


income-generation loan 
programme. Launched in 
Jordan in 1991 with a start- 
ing capital of $500,000, the 
programme now has a loan 
capital base of about 
$830,000. It has financed 
some 125 enterprises and 
has created about 300 jobs. 



Since 1991, UNRWA’s income-generation loan programme has financed some 125 
enterprises 


refugees in Jordan at 
Amman and Wadi Seer 
t rainin g centres. 

The training courses 
offered at the two centres 
are kept under constant 
revision to ensure that the 
trainees are trained in mar- 
ketable skills. “It is with 
this purpose in mind that 
we introduced the industrial 
electronics course in Wadi 
Seer Training Centre 
(WSTC) in 1993”, says 
Chief of UNRWA's Educa- 
tion Programme in Jordan 
Omar Ghabayen. The 
WSTC also offers 
semi-professional courses 
in architectural and civil 
engineering, land surveying 
and mechanical draughting, 
as well as vocational train- 
ing in mechanical, electri- 
cal and building trades. 

The Amman Training 
Centre prepares men and 
women at the post-sec- 
ondary level for -jobs as 
assistant pharmacists, assis- ■ 
tarn laboratory technicians 
and business administra- 
tors. “Over the last few 
years we've added new 
courses in banking and 
financial management, 
medical record keeping and 
secretarial skills", explains 


Mr. Ghabayen. “It’s very 
rewarding to see that the 
trainees of both centres are 
offered work at the busi- 
nesses and industries where 
they do their on-the-job 
training**, he points out. 

Ahmad Lutfi Sheikh Ali 
completed a land surveyor s 
course at WSTC in the 
early 1980s. After working 
in Saudi Arabia for two 
years, he returned to Jordan 
to work at WSTC as an 
instructor. Now he runs his 
own land surveying busi- 
ness and has hired 1 2 
WSTC graduates. 

In addition to training. 
UNRWA offers 10 years of 
basic education for approx- 
imately 14S.000 boys and 
girls studying at 19$ 
schools in Jordan. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Ghabayen. a 
major achievement in the 
education programme has 
been to replace all dilapi- 
dated prefabricated premis- 
es with standard UNRWA 
school buildings. “But we 
still have a number of 
unsuitable rented premises 
which are badly in need of 
replacement", he added. In 
1995-1996, thanks to spe- 
cial contributions from the 
donors, two buildings were 
opened in Baqa’a camp, 
rwo in Marka (Hittin) camp 
and one in Sukhneb near 
Zarqa. “Needless to say”, 
Mr. Ghabayen adds, 
“improved facilities mean 
better education services". 
Fully equipped computer 
laboratories, library rooms, 
science labs and multi-pur- 
pose activity facilities were 
installed in all new schools. 

“But our biggest achieve- 
ment has been to provide 
quality education to several 
generations of refugees to 
enable them to become pro- 
ductive members of soci- 
ety", says Mr. Ghabayen. 

In Baqa’a and Wihdat 
camps. UNRWA runs two 
centres for children with 
learning difficulties. Pupils 
in the first four grades who 
cannot catch up with the 
level of their classmates in 
mathematics and Arabic are 
referred to these, centres 
where, they receive special 
care in an encouraging edu- 
cational environment. Ms. 
Raja’ Omar, supervisor of 
these centres and the other 
six centres UNRWA opened 
in other areas in Jordan, 
says that children come to 
the centre for two or three 
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Job creation goes hand in hand with training programmes 


hours a day. but they spend 
the rest of the day at their 
original classes to study 
other subjects. “These cen- 
tres may best be described 
as “educational clinics” 
where we take remedial 
action to enable the chil- 
dren to catch up with their 
colleagues” says Ms. 
Omar. 

In the playground of the 
Mashare’ UNRWA school 
in the Jordan Valley. 
10- year-old Mahmoud is 
talking to a friend in sign 
language. He picked it up 
from heari ng-im paired 

schoolmates who were 
recently integrated into the 
general education pro- 
gramme. These 

hearing-impaired children 
receive special education in 
a special unit within the 
school: but they participate 
with their peers in an and 
sports activities and spend 
breaks with schoolmates. 
Similar units have also been 
established in UNRWA 
schools in Baqa’a. Souf and 
Irbid camps. The units are 
run under the supervision of 
the local community-based 
rehabilitation centres, with- 
in each camp. 

The welfare of refugee 
mothers and children is the 
major emphasis of 
UNRWA's health pro- 
gramme. By the turn of the 
century. two-thirds of 
refugees will consist of 
women of reproductive age 
and.children below the age 
of 15. “Recognising this 
fact, the agency has put the 
stress on family health in its 
regular health care pro- 
gramme”, explains Chief of 
UNRWA Health Pro- 
gramme in Jordan Nasha’t 


Ammari. UNRWA's 23 

health centres and points in 
Jordan provide mother and 
child health services includ- 
ing family planning, in 
addition to ante-natal, natal 
and post-natal care. .As pan 
of the programme. Dr. 
Ammari points out, supple- 
mentary nutrition assis- 
tance is provided to preg- 
nant women, nursing moth- 
ers and children under the 
age of two. All these ser- 
vices are integrated into the 
agency's primary health 
care programme which also 
includes medical care ser- 
vices. both preventive and 
curative, and environmental 
health services in camps. 

As with education, 
UNRWA has been able to 
improve the quality of its 
health facilities by replac- 
ing prefabricated premises 
with modern concrete 
health centres. "As a result 
of the strides we have made 
in improving the health of 
the refugees, and since 
healthier people live longer, 
our programme has had to 
face new challenges”, says 
Dr. Ammari. “Today’s chal- 
lenges are those of a com- 
munity in transition. We 
now have to cope with an 
increasing number of 
"lifestyle diseases." which 
are more typical of industri- 
alised countries, such as 
heart diseases, hypertension 
and diabetes. In response 
to this, the agency has 
added a non-communicable 
diseases programme which 
includes specialised clinics 
of diabetes and hyperten- 
sion in all health’ centres 
and health points in Jor- 
dan.” he explains. 

“Perhaps the greatest suc- 


cess of the health pro- 
gramme is a hidden one. 3 
persistence against the 
odds” says Dr. Ammari. 
UNRWA’s health care has 
continued to improve amid 
an almost endicss number 
of increasing complica- 
tions. The number of 
patients receiving treatment 
continues to increase. This 
contrasts with a background 
of limited resources and an 
economic decline the Pales- 
tine refugee population had 
ro face in recent years. 

In providing its education, 
health and relief and social 
services to the Palestine 
refugees. UNRWA has had 
to work under adverse con- 
ditions and budgetary 
deficits most of the" time 
since it commenced its 
activities in 1950. Thanks 
to the generous support o« 
its donors and the host 
countries, together with the 
dedication of its staff. 
UNRWA has been able to 
survive. “Financial crises 
are not new to UNRWA, but 
rarely has the agency faced 
a financial crisis as serious 
as the present one. and 
never at a more critical 
moment", says Director of 
UNRWA Operations in Jor- 
dan Robert Hopkins. 
“Unless it receives the 
funds needed to continue 
providing services to the 
refugees, this unique U.N. 
programme of assistance is 
at a risk of collapse, which 
would be detrimental not 
only to the refugee commu- 
nity but would also have 
serious repercussions for 
host government.- and for 
the stability cf the entire 
region”, Mr. Hopkins 
affirms. 
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WFP and Jordan 

Long-standing partners for development 


JORDAN. A FOOD deficit 
country with a limited natur- 
al resource base, continues 
to place food security high 
on its national policy agen- 
da. The partnership between 
the U.N. World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) and the 
Government of Jordan 
(GOJ) began right after the 
establishment of WFP itself 
in 1963. with a WFP-assist- 
ed pilot project for bedouin 
settlement and improvement 
of nomadic sheep hus- 
bandry'. WFP's continued 
assistance to Jordan to date 
has reached more than $192 
million worth of food aid. 
plus more than $1 1 million 
of additional inputs to 
improve the managerial, 
monitoring and evaluation 
capacity of the national pro- 
ject authorities. In addition. 
WFP has supplied equip- 
ment and materials to 
upgrade the implementation 
of joint WFP/GOJ projects. 

All this assistance has 
proved instrumental in help- 
ing Jordan through the vari- 
ous stages of its socio-eco- 
nomic development, by 
actively addressing food 
security and poverty allevia- 
tion, mainly through under- 
writing soil/water conserva- 
tion measures and protec- 
tion and upgrading of the 
environment and natural 
resources. 

So far, a total of 25 devel- 
opment projects and 14 
emergency operations at a 
total cost to WFP of more 
than $155.5 million have 
been completed in Jordan. 
Projects have ranged from 
settlement of bedouins to 
agricultural development 
(covering soil/water conser- 


vation, olive/fruit tree plant- 
ing aftbrestation/range 
improvement, water harvest- 
ing) as well as emergency 
food assistance to drought- 
affected people and to dis- 
placed persons. 

The current cycle of WFP 
assistance to Jordan which 
started in the early 1990s 
covers two major sectors 
through three large scale 
projects: One in support of 
human resource develop- 
ment, the second for agricul- 
tural development of the 
highland regions and the 
thud for development of 
forestry and rangelands, ali 
at die total cost to WFP of 
$36.5 million. 

The purpose of the devel- 
opment of the highland agri- 
cultural region project at a 
cost of $25.6 million over 7 
years, is to make more pro- 
ductive use of an area of 
15,000 hectares of arable 
highlands where erosion is 
rampant by establishing fruit 
trees on idle and/or low- 
yielding land at present 
planted with field crops. 
Water harvesting, that is, the 
construction of terraces, cis- 
terns, and windbreaks aimed 
at supporting the govern- 
ment in undertaking soil and 
water conservation mea- 
sures will also be performed 
by some 8,000 fanners. 
Employment opportunities 
for some 2,500 workers, 
including women, are 
expected to be generated as 
a result of soil conservation 
activities and nursery works. 
Benefiting from this project 
are workers employed at the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
nurseries and farmers/] and 
holders from the private sec- 



WFP food rations are distributed to 228,000 primary school children, 10,400 adnlts 
attending literacy courses, 3400 women trainees and 5200 pre-school children 


tor. 

Another ongoing WFP 
agriculture project for the 
Development of Forestry 
and Rangelands (at a cost of 
$4.7 million over 5 years), 
aims to regenerate the natur- 
al vegetation and forest 
cover and to improve range- 
lands in semi-arid regions 
by undertaking 7,500 
hectares of afforestation and 
expanding rangelands by 
14,500 hectares. In addi- 
tion, water resources activi- 
ties, such as construction of 
check dams and reservoirs, 
will be carried out from the 
balance of generated funds. 
As such, the thrust of this 
project is also environmen- 
tal. . 

The main objectives of the 
human resources develop- 
ment project are: to maintain 
the current high rates of 
enrolment and attendance at 
rural primary schools, which 


are likely to fall as a result of 
the Structural Adjustment 
Programme (SAP): to 

increase enrolment of 

adults, particularly of 

women in rural areas, in lit- 
eracy classes; and to devel- 
op income-generating skills 
and facilitate operation of 
kindergartens in poor rural 
areas in order to release 
mothers for productive 
activities. 

WFP food rations will be 
distributed to 228,000 pri- 
mary school children, 
10,400 adults attending lit- 
eracy courses, 3,400 women 
trainees and 5,200 pre- 
school children. Due to the 
lifting of food subsidies, and 
to alleviate the negative 
effects of the SAP, this pro- 
ject is being extended until 
August 1997. 

These and other future 
WFP projects are expected 
to support Jordanian efforts 


towards: 

— Poverty alleviation 
and food security, 

— Preservation of natur- 
al resources and protection 
of the environment, 

— Afforestation and 
rangeland development 
— Employment and sus- 
tainable development, 

— Empowerment of 
women through training and 
income-generating projects. 

Given rural household 
food shortages in agricultur- 
al and pastoral communities, 
the ficxxl aid provided by 
WFP is an appropriate 
resource. Many farmers 
depend on cereal production 
te meet family food needs. 
However, declining soil fer- 
tility, unstable climatic con- 
ditions, and inappropriate 
land preparation techniques 
all undermine production 
potential. Food aid will 
therefore reduce the need nf 


poor fanners to borrow 
money to purchase food, 
and will release them for 
more self-sustaining pro- 
ductive activities. 

Participants will also 
derive greater benefits 
through the expansion of 
existing range cooperative 
areas and supplement their 
income from productive 
activities supporting land 
development The project 
will also apply more system- 
atic techniques in soil and 
water conservation improve- 
ment and fruit tree manage- 
ment Forestry activities 
have also been developed, 
based upon the criteria of 
improving sustainability and 
people’s access to forest 
products. 

In order to rectify a past 
inadequate response to 
women's needs, the project 
will also support viable 
activities specifically target- 
ed to increase women’s 
income through employ- 
ment in nurseries and their 
participation in productive 
activities. Women will also 
enjoy access to training in 
productive income-generat- 
ing activities and extension 
services, with a special 
emphasis on women-headed 
households. 

It is a source of pride and 
satisfaction that die long- 
standing partnership for 
development between WFP 
and Jordan has persistently 
withstood the test of time 
over more than three 
decades and will certainly 
flourish, in a qualitative 
manner, as we approach the 
dawn of u new millennium. 


World Food Programme^ 

Facts and figures 




Jointly set up in 1962 by the 
Lkiited Nations (UN.) and 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) to pro- 
vide food aid to developing 
countries, WFP is now the 
front- lineUN. Agency man- 
dated to assist developing 
countries implement their 
socio-economic plans and 
overcome man-made or nat- 
ural emergencies. 

• WFP today is ihe worlds 
largest Food aid agency, with 
a budget of $1 J billion and 
more than 4,000 humanitari- 
an workers undertaking 
emergency and development 
operations now benefiting 
57 million people in 93 
countries the world over. 
WFP is now an independent 
U.N. agency directed bv an 
executive board of 36 mem- 
ber states from both devel- 
oped and developing coun- 
tries (U.N. resolutions 
47/199 and 48/162), which 
meets on a rotating basis 
twice a year to decide on 
budgets, policy matters and 
project submissions. 

Food aid provided by 
2.8 million tonnes 
in 1995 alone) is not charity 
nor is it just feeding hungry 
peopk; it is primarily 
intended as a long-tcm 
investment in their future, a 
future where the poverty that 
paunts the prospects of last- 
“S peace and sustainable 
fflvelofsnent can be progres- 
sively overcome. 

Ri0d aid is, therefore, 
geared towards socio-eco- 
nomic development, through 
such projects as mobilising 


i 


the rural unemployed, feed- 
ing schoolchildren, land set- 
dement, community .devel- 
opment and participairay 
land improvement. 

To cam our its mandate, 
WFP undertakes two kinds 
of action: 

a It uses enteTgeisy 
response learns 10 cover the 
food needs of families flee- 
ing armed conflict, or vil- 
lages suffering the misery of 
drought/ natural disasters. 

b. It uses innovative 
development projects, where 
food aid is focused on help- 
ing governments to Egja 
environmental degradation 
and helping disadvantaged 
people reach an acceptabte 1 
level of food securily/self- 
reliartce and to climb out of 
the trap of poverty. 

WFP’s resources come 
from voluntary pledges from 
over 100 countries in the 
form of commodities (65%) 
und cash/services 135%).^ - 

The Programme’s “frod 
basket’’ which contains, 
some 50 commodities,^, 
purcoused, in large 
from tie\ sloping couulri&;j 
which proves all themo# 
that WFP not only 
poor nations. Biff fflsn 
kies the economies tiSglf 
nations. • ' 

In addition, 
some 10% ofitsn? ' 
provide tools, ^ 
training, 

evaluation, toisjjseh 
cessful 

WFP-assisted prajSstsC- 
Ovw the yeais,;^^ a 
PKJved beyond 

food aid warics. 1 F « 
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UNESCO: Preserving world heritage 


FOR CENTURIES after 
the Crusaders left it. Petra 
remained dormant and 
unknown to the rest of the 
world, until Swiss Colonel 
J. Burkhardt rediscovered it 
in 1812. In the years that 
followed, advenrure seekers 
and scholars who had come 
across Col. Burkhardt 's 
writings and sketches of the 
•’lost city" ventured out to 
see it for themselves. Nev- 
ertheless, Petra remained 


almo>t untouched and it> 
landscape preserved until 
the past few decades. 
Attracted by the same mys- 
tique that lured ancient 
travellers, tourists began 
flocking to Petra in droves. 

In 1985. Petra's unique 
historical and cultural value 
was universally recognised 
when it was placeJ on the 
World Heritage List (WHLt 
ot UNESCO's Convention 
lor the Protection of the 
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UNESCO strives not only to conserve the past, but also 
to create awareness among people of their heritage 


World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage. 

The Convention, adopted 
by UNESCO at its 1972 
general conference, was 
signed by countries which 
committed themselves to 
conserving, within their 
borders, the sites and mon- 
uments recognised to be of 
exceptional universal value, 
and whose protection is the 
responsibility' of al! 
mankind. 

Among the sites included 
on the World Heritage List 
(by January 1996. a Total of 
469 historical sites in the 
143 states that had adopted 
the convention ) are the old 
city of Jerusalem and its 
walls, the old city of Dam- 
ascus and the Nubian mon- 
uments of Abu Simbel and 
Philae in upper Egypt. 

The convention also cre- 
ated a World Heritage Fund 
which allows it to call upon 
international support for the 
conservation of culrura! and 
natural wonders on the list. 
The tund finances studies, 
technical projects, training 
of specialists and the pur- 
chase of equipment to 
ensure (he preservation and 
protection of these sites 
according to international 
standards and rules. 

In 1994. at the request of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. 
UNESCO international 
experts drafted the Petra 
National Park management 
plan to preserve archaeo- 
logical remains, protect the 
natural landscape and 
restore monuments. Since 


then, the UNESCO office in 
Amman in cooperation 
with the Jordanian Depart- 
ment of Antiquities has 
been implementing some of 
the recommendations of the - 
Management Plan, in par- 
ticular those concerning 
monument protection and 
preservation. 

Last year, field work to 
protect the theatre area in 
Petra from rain water ero- 
sion led to the discovery of 
the monument's ancicni 
drainage system. This sys- 
tem was then excavated and 
restored to prevent future 
flooding during heavy rain- 
fall. This year, another pro- 
ject funded by UNESCO is 

underway to prevent dam- 
age to monuments in cen- 
tral Petra, caused by flash 
floods in the area. 

The monument of Qusair 
Amra. which contains the 
remains of a bath complex, 
and audience hall and a 
sophisticated hydraulic sys- 
tem. is another Jordanian 
site recorded on the World 
Heritage List. Built by the 
Ummayad caliphs, the 
monument is the best pre- 
served architectural struc- 
ture of its kind in the Syrian 
and Jordanian steppe and 
its interior fresco decora- 
tions are a unique expres- 
sion of the art of that era. 
Mentioned by pilgrims on 
their way to Mecca and by 
Col. Burkhardt during his 
travels, it had been com- 
pletely forgotten until trav- 
eller A. Musi I saw' if for the 
first time in 1898. Inspired 


UNIFEM: Empowering 
Jordanian women economically 




ONE OF the principal aims 
of UNIFEM's empower- 
ment programme is to 
increase women’s access to 
and control over the means 
to make a living on a sus- 
tainable and long-term 
basis. In Jordan, one of the 
approaches toward 

womens » economic 
empowerment was to target 
national institutions for the 
development of women's 
enterprises and support 
them in developing their 
Financial, training or busi- 
ness counselling services. 

In 199?. “ UNIFEM 

launched a project to iden- 
tify the needs and obstacles 
facing women entrepre- 
neurs. Four key areas were 
identified: Training, access 
ro credit, access to business 
counselling sen. ices and 
market-related difficulties. 
Subsequently, a number of 
governmental and non-gov- 
ernmental institutions were 
selected as partners to pro- 
vide an outreach network to 
low-income women 

throughout Jordan. 

’•While female employ- 
ment in Jordan is relatively 
low. we are working with 
the national institutions to 
promote women’s role in 
the private sector." says 
UNIFEM Project Manager 
in Jordan Maha Khatib. 
“The main employer of 
women in Jordan has been 
for many years the public 
sector. However, there is a 
present trend to limit public 
service employment and 
promote the development 
of the private sector. 
UNIFEM's intervention 
has been in response to 
these policy directions in 
Jordan to allow women to 
take a leading role in the 
economic development of 
the c ountr y." 

“UNIFEM seeks innova- 
tive interventions related to 
women’s economic 

empowerment: it works 

towards introducing new 
concepts and approaches in 
this field," says UNIFEM’s 
Regional Advisor Zohra 
Merabet. "One of these 
approaches is the planned 
Small Business Incubator 
to be established at the 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Club fBPWC) 
with support from the Gov- 
ernment of Japan,” adds 
Ms. Merabet. 

A business incubator is a 
comprehensive package of 
facilities and services to 
small enterprises to cut 
down on the initial capital 
start-up costs. The facilities 
and services provided 
include accounting "cr- 









UNIFEM’s income-generating projects provide rural women with credit to start up 
small businesses 


vices, office facilities, mar- 
ket research and business 
counseling. These services 
are provided to emerging 
enterprises until they are 
ready to graduate into the 
market and cover the cost 
of these services from their 
own resources. 

According to Hala 
Ibrah i m . a B P WC board 
member coordinating the 
programme, "the incubator 
which will be established 
in March 1997 is a pilot 
project in Jordan and the 
Arab region. Building upon 
the experience of the club, 
we believe that we will suc- 
ceed ia providing quality 
services that are very much 
needed by women entrepre- 
neurs in iordan." 

UNIFEM, in cooperation 
with ESCWA. has worked 
with the Ministry of Social 
Development on the imple- 
mentation of pilot training 
workshops for women oil 
"How to start your own 
business” particularly tar- 
getting low-income and 
unemployed women. This 


training allows women to 
analyse the business en\i- 
ronment and make a choice 
regarding their projects as 
well as negotiate with 
financial institutions. 
Khaw la, an out-of-work 
beautician, joined the 
workshop to leam how to 
open her own photography 
studio for women and chil- 
dren. After carrying out the 
market study and the pro- 
ject plan. Khawla discov- 
ered lha' ’-.-I idea was feasi- 
ble. The capital to start up 
the project could be 
secured tlirough a loan 
from one of the financial 
institutions identified by 
the workshop. Equipped 
with management and 
accounting principles, 
Khawla is confident she 
can make a success of her 
new venture. 

Another important pilot 
project for women’s eco- 
nomic empowerment fund- 
ed by UNIFEM has been 
carried out by Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment (QAF). The project 


targets rural women 
through providing them 
with credit (JD 1 ,200) 
which enables them to buy 
ten goats. Souad, one of the 
project's beneficiaries, 
became the head of her 
household after her hus- 
band remarried, denying 
her of any source of 
income. After receiving the 
loan from the QAF, she 
started a sheep- raising pro- 
ject Mid has also begun 
making dairy products for 
her family’s consumption. 
Now Souad is thinking of 
expanding her project to 
include raising hens and 
selling the eggs in the mar- 
ket. 

UNIFEM and the QAF 
are planning to expand this 
project to benefit women 
from eight Jordanian vil- 
lages. The rural centres of 
the QAF form the outreach 
network for administering 
the loans. These centres 
also provide community 
education, training and 
raising women’s aware- 
ness. 


United Nations Development 
Fund For Women (UNIFEM) 


UNIFEM WAS created in 
1976 to promote the eco- 
nomic and political 
empowerment of women 
in developing countries. 
UNIFEM also acts as a cat- 
alyst within the U.N. sys- 
tem to link the needs and 
concerns of women to all 
I critical issues on the 


M ir 


national, regional and 

glob al ag endas. 

UNIFEM has 10 regional 
programmes worldwide. 
The Western Asia pro- 


gramme was establish 

, Apnjan in 1994 and coy- 
0^14 Arab .countries. On ; 
..the. . .occasion of "'.ftp. 
/Jntonanonal Day for | 
• Women in 1996, • HRH 
Princess Basma BiritTalal 1 
was - appointed as 
UNIFEM’s Ambassador of 
Goodwill. 


by a bedouin legend about a 
“little palace decorated 
with paintings" situated in a 
“dangerous part of the 
desert.’’ Mr. Musil carefully 
documented the monument 
in his writings. 

Qusair Amra is located in 
the valley of Wadi Butum 
which collects rainwater 
from u large watershed. 
.Although a dam was built 
to protect the monument, it 
failed to prevent damage to 
the site. Urgent preventive 
measures to protect Qusair 
Antra from flooding during 
torrential rains in winter 
was undertaken by 
UNESCO. In addition, 
UNESCO is currently 

preparing a proposal for the 
global protection and 
preservation of the site and 
its environment. 

UNESCO recognises that 
cultural landscapes such as 
Petra and Qusair Amra are 
precious testimonials to 
Jordan's pasL Development 
and mass tourism pose 
major threats to the unique 
natural and archaeological 
environment of these sites. 
Through its field work, 
UNESCO strives not only 
to conserve the pasL but also 
to create awareness among 
the Jordanian people of 
their heritage. 

As a result, the UNESCO 
office in Amman plans to 
strengthen its role in this 
field. It will assist Jordan 
and other Arab countries to 
rediscover and conserve 
their cultural heritage — 
natural and historical. 



UNESCO is preparing a proposal for the global protection and preservation of 
Qusair Amra 

What is UNESCO? 


UNESCO, THE UNITED 
Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion, is a specialised agency 
of the United Nations. It 
currently comprises 171 
member states (October 
1992). compared with 20 at 
the time of iu. founding in 
1946. 

Formed to keep a watch- 
ful eye on world develop- 
ments in education, science 
and technology, social and 
human sciences, and cul- 
ture. UNESCO Mpc Tic Ti- 
ber states find an- v. *•«■ so 
key problems that beset our 
societies in areas within its 
competence. UNESCO is 
involved in a broad range t*l" 
activities. And although hi 
acronym nukes no mention 


of communication. 

UNESCO plays a crucial 
role in fields ranging from 
information exchange to tile 
establishment of communi- 
cation infrastructure. 

UNESCO’s constitution 
declares «h,“ “since wars 
begin ;n :'r . H finds men, 
■i A the. uvnrt: of r.icn Lha!. 
the defences of peace must 
be constructed.” Building 
these defences through 
international intellectual 
cooperation remains 

UNESCO’s prime objec- 


ti\e. 

UNESCO also con- 
tributes to the trains Union of 
certain masterpieces of 
world literature and the 
recording uf trad ilium! 
niur.L- from all regions of 
the world, it participates in 
the prevention of drag 1 
abuse ;md .AIDS through ! 
education programmes and 
through a centre set up to 
gather. and distribute 

educational material on 
.'JDS pre-.c.rl.in (ASERC j 

— .\IL;S Sci.iV.I Ldiio: ,, .ioo 

Kt.-our:c Centre — at 
UNESCO head j nonets. 

Paris). A major focus* of 
UNESCO’s work is *m; 
ensurinc bavic education for 
all. 


HABITAT: Building rooftops across the world 


THE UNITED Nations Cen- 
tre for Human Settlements 
t UN CHS), also known us 
Habitat, was established in 
Nairobi. Kenya in 1978, two 
years after the United 
Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements < Habitat 
D. UNCHS is responsible 
for the formulation and 
implementation of human 
settlements programmes 
worldwide. It serves as a 
think-tank within the United 
Nations system, utilising its 
research and technical analy- 
sis capacity to assist govern- 
ments in improving the 
development and manage- 
ment of human settlements. 
The Centre’s operations 
combine technical advice, 
applied research, training 
and information. 


Deficiencies in 
data and lack of 
^rious quantitative Wff 7 
analysis consider- V* 
ably hamper the 
ability of govern- 
ments to develop 
effective housing sector poli- 
cies and other strategics 
which have major impacts 
on the housing sector. There 
is often no clear sense of the 
norms in a well-functioning 
housing sector, or of bow 10 
move toward those norms. 
As a result, cosily policy 
failures occur, inhibiting the 
development of the housing 
sector and frustrating broad- 
er development objectives. 

In October 1 990. the 
World Bank and UNCHS 
initialed the Housing Indica- 
tors Programme which is 


expected to cun- 
k\vl tinue through 
Kill 19% with the 
\ViS/ seconcl United 
a&jlS Nations Confer- 
cnee on Human 
Settlements 

(Habitat II) held in Turkey 
tins year. It is an outgrowth, 
and an essential step in the 
implementation of the Glob 
a! Shelter Strategy for the 
year 2000. endorsed by the 
UJM. General Assembiv in 

;oss. 

The global objective of die 
Housing Indicators Pro- 
gramme in general, and the 
extensive survey in particu- 
lar, was 10 develop conceptu- 
al. analytical and in>ti ration- 
al framework* for managing 
the housing sector os a 
whole. 


The Global Shelter Strate- 
gy calls for a lutt.i'i mental 
shift in government •>’ role in 
housing. Instead of provid- 
ing housing directly — a 
policy which has failed — 
the strategy seeks a role 
which facilitates, energises 
and supports the private sec- 
tor's activities ir. housing 
development. '[’his shifi 
requires governments 10 
obtain a broader overview of 
the 1 lousing sector as a 
.whole, and to better under- 
stand the mechanisms gov- 
erning its performance. 
There is a w idespread recog- 
nition among governments 
that this requires substantive 
data and an improved, poli- 
cy-oriented analysis of such 
data. 


National strategy addresses shortage 
of low-income housing in Jordan 


IN THE PAST thirty years, the East 
Bank of Jordan experienced rapid pop- 
ulation growth, increasing from about 
600,000 persons in 1952 to over 
2,000,000 in 1979. The 1979 census 
also confirmed the continued expan- 
sion of the Amman Govemorate at the 
expense of other govemonnes in the 
Kingdom. The population of .Amman 
Govemorate which accounted for 
about one-third of the East Bank in 
1952, rose to over half in 1972. More 
than 60 per cent of the East Bank pop- 
ulation was concentrated within a 
radius of 30 kilometres from the city 
centre of Amman. 

There was a need to examine care- 
fully the nature and the scope of the 
housing problem, particularly in 
Amman, through a review of existing 
information and by initiating addition- 
al research. In 1994, the United 
Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
fUNCHSj assisted the Housing and 
Urban Development Corporation 
(HUDC) in Jordan in conducting an 
extensive survey within the context of 
the Housing Indicators Programme. 

The Government of Jordan, in coop- 
eration with UNCHS. formulated the 
National Housing Strategy (NHS) 
based on Jordan’s shortage of iow- 
income housing, particularly in urban 
areas. The rise of the cost of housing 
relative to income contributes to the 
present shortage. The problem in 
urban areas extends beyond the supply 
of housing to include the scarcity of 
land serviced with water, electricity, 
roads and sewerage. 

The NHS spelled out the medium 
and long-term solutions for these prob- 
lems. Based on thorough research and 
analysis, the NHS will formulate a set 
of alternative strategies so that the 
appropriate Jordanian authorities can 
make an informed decision of the best 
strategy for their overall objectives. 
Each alternative will have been evalu- 
ated according to its risk factor, finan- 
cial constraints and its feasibility with- 
in the given time frame. 




Modest dwellings replace shacks 

The NHS also addressed the role, itoring the implementation of the 
responsibilities, mandate and working NHS. The unit was assigned to design 
relation ships of the Shelter unit al the alternative notional strategies for hous- 
Hl lX*. which t>* responsible fm mint- iny and urban development. 
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UNICEF in Jordan; 
Partnership for the benefit 
of children and women 


* The one-year-old girl 
of a poor family in a 
drought-stricken southern 
village grows up healthy 
and active — in part 
because she received sup- 
plementary food packages 
during The year when her 
father 's income was not 
enough to secure enough 
nutritious food for the 
entire family. 

* Immunization for 
measles. DPT, polio and 
other childhood diseases is 
above 90 % in Jordan — 
largely because of the effi- 
cient vaccine cold chain 
system that reaches even 
the most remote rural 
regions and the most needy 
urban areas. 

* A family that found 
itself unemployed due to 
economic hardship is earn- 
ing enough money to feed 
and educate its children — 
thanks to home gardening 
and sewing projects the 
parents funded with loans 
from a Jordanian social 
development agency. 

The common denomina- 
tor in these and many other 
cases is the drama of people 
fighting back against adver- 
sity — individuals and fam- 
ilies battling and vanquish- 
ing the pressures of declin- 
ing living standards due to 
economic regression or 
regional conflicts. 

UNICEF contributed to 
all these programmes in 
one way or another — 
using the support that it 
gets from you to enhance 
the life prospects of chil- 
dren throughout Jordan. 
These cases are typical of 
how the Jordanian people 
and government work 
hand-in-hand with 

UNICEF to reaffirm the tra- 
dition of caring, hope and 
collective self-help that has 
always defined Jordan as its 
rich human legacy. 

UNICEF, founded in 
1946. is the only UN orga- 
nization dedicated exclu- 
sively to children. Many of 
the world’s finest impulses 
and best intentions come 
together around children. 


Jordanian milestones 
since 1990 

CURRENTLY. JORDAN boasts admirable progress 
towards the social development goals set for the 1990s 
and beyond, namely in immunization coverage rales, girl 
child status. literacy rates, health and nutritional stan- 
dards. which stand among the highest in the region, and 
are a tribute to the fruitful cooperation between Jordan 
and UNICEF. 

1990 UNICEF launched a S 7 million emergency pro- 
gramme in support of national efforts to meet urgent 
needs of influx evacuees and returnees caused by the Gulf 
war. 

1991 Jordan ratified the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. 

1992 The National Conference for Children convened 
and endorsed a set of goals and strategies forming the 
basis of Jordan's National Plan of Action for Children. 

1993 Jordan began a new 5-rnilIion-dollar Programme of 

Cooperation v.ith UNICEF covering the period 1993 - 
1997 to help Jordan fulfil its commitment to children as 
outlined in the National Plan of Action for Children, and 
as stated in ike Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
1995 Jordan achieves Mid-Decade Goals related to 
jjnrr.L .erase rates, ora! rchydration therapy 

’I?.- t" • V: . : . poinan 1 enrolment rates, salt 

louiSu'.-O i w.d Mjiicr.'&cc .o CiV ■■ ' 

Also in lire same year, a National Task Force for Children 
was established with a mandate to keep children's issues 
hiah on the national agenda, and monitor the implemen- 
Lafion of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and 
Jordan's National Plan of Action for Children. 

1995 The National Task Force for Children, founded in 
199?. starred operating. 


UNICEF helps translate 
them into action, mustering 
the necesvin political will 
and material resources. It 
cooperates with other UN 
agencies. governments, 
non-govemmental organi- 
zations < NGOs ) and com- 
munities to meet children's 
needs and to protect their 
rights. 

UNICEF, which is mark- 
ing its 50th anniversary this 
year, works in developing 
countries, including Jordan, 
on behalf of children w hose 
future is endangered by 
poverty, preventable dis- 
eases. malnutrition, 

micronutrient deficiencies 
and the lack of educational 
opportunities. 

Narrowing and eventually 
eliminating gender dispari- 
ties and promoting the full 
rights of women and girls 
are central to UNICEF’s 


work. UNICEF helps bring 
immunization, salt iodiza- 
tion. oral rehydration thera- 
py. safe water, sanitation 
and improvements in cur- 
riculum and teacher train- 
ing to communities. 
UNICEF is governed by a 
36-member executive board 
that establishes policies, 
reviews programmes, and 
approves expenditures. 

UNICEF currently has 
more than 200 offices in 
1 15 developing countries. 
A network of 34 commit- 
tees in . industrialized 
nations promotes support 
for UNICEF programmes 
through fund raising, advo- 
cacy, education, and infor- 
mation activities. 

UNICEF country pro- 
grammes. of which Jordan 
is one, are formulated in 
consultation with govern- 
ments. They encompass 


cooperation with people 
from all parts of society 
including government 
agencies. NGOs. communi- 
ty leaders, teachers, parents 
and children. 

Jordan has been a leader 
in the Middle East in reduc- 
ing infant mortality rates 
and in providing all its chil- 
dren with access to educa- 
tion, health services, shel- 
ter. clean water and elec- 
tricity. YeL the great strides 
of the last three decades 
were threatened in recent 
years by a series of eco- 
nomic and political shocks 
that could have set back the 
life prospects of perhaps 
hundreds of thousands of 
Jordanian children. 

Though vigilance is still 
needed to ensure that the 
poor do not suffer long- 
term health and social prob- 
lems. the threat of whole- 
sale suffering has been 
largely averted — because 
the government, the private 
sector. NGOs. UNICEF and 
other international partners 
worked together to identify 
immediate needs and to 
respond to them. 

UNICEF is working 
closely with Jordanians to 
formulate policies, map out 
strategies, assist in imple- 
mentation and evaluation of 
programmes, and generally 
help improve the quality of 
life of Jordanian children 
and women. It uses its 
modest resources to imple- 
ment interventions that can 
have the most significant 
impact on the greatest num- 
ber of people. UNICEF 
and Jordan are working 
together closely to achieve 
the following national goals 
by 1997: 

1- Reduce the infant mor- 
tality rate from 31 to 25 
deaths per 1000 live births, 
and the under-five mortality 
rate from 3S to 35. 

2- Reduce maternal mor- 
tality rates. 

3- Empower all Jordani- 
ans with the basic knowl- 
edge and skills needed for 
healthy living and to con- 
tribute to the progress of 
their communities. 


UNICEF’s response to crises 


WHEN CRISIS threatens 
children. UNICEF responds. 

For much of the Middle 
East and the developing 
world, modem Jordan has 
been a model of balanced 
and sustained human devel- 
opment that addresses the 
basic needs of all its citi- 
zens. However, in recent 
years the country' has suf- 
fered from a series of eco- 
nomic and political blows. 
Due to the sharp drop in the 
value of the dinar, the eco- 
nomic shock of the Gulf 
war, the government's eco- 
nomic austerity programme, 
rising unemployment and 
poverty, and the influx of 
over 350,000 Gulf war 
returnees, Jordanian chil- 
dren found themselves 
under new* social and eco- 
nomic pressures. 

In response. UNICEF 
increased it cooperation 
with the Jordanian govern- 
ment and introduced pro- 
grammes to help the most 
threatened by the new situa- 
tion. The first was a major 
emergency operation to deal 
with over one million third- 
country nationals who 
passed through Jordan on 
their way home in 1990- 
1991. 

The second was to 
increase its assistance to 
needy Jordanians. 

UNICEF introduced its 
emergency 
1990; 1 99 1 
S7 million, 
short-term 
continues 
assistance 
children in: 


ynice f 



programmes in 
valued at nearly 
Alongside these 
efforts. UNICEF 
to implement 
programmes for 


Education 

UNICEF has focused its 
intervention on improving 
the quality of education 
through training teacher*., 
establishing kindergartens. 


preparing audio-visual 
material for parents, and 
providing leaching aids. 

Action-oriented 
school health project 

One of UNICEF's pro- 
grammes which aims at 
improving family health by 
training teachers to convey 
basic heal ill messages to 
children. The children, in 
turn, use their new knowl- 
edge to promote healthy 
habits at home and in their 
community. 

Global education 

This leading project aims 
at equipping students with 
skills needed in the 2 1 st cen- 
tury. Based on interactive 
learning approaches, the 
project is designed to devel- 
op students' critical facul- 
ties and problem-solving 
skills. 

Better parenting 

Studies indicate that only 
1 2-2u l 7f of children are 
enrolled in pre-school edu- 
cation. This prompted 
UNICEF to embark on a 
video-based educational 
programme on proper early 
childhood development 
practices which helps par- 
ents provide a stimulating 
environment at home for 
their children. 

Health 

UNICEF has extended 
remarkable support to Jor- 
dan’s immunization efforts, 
it Inis contributed vaccines 
and cold chain equipment. 


trained personnel, and 
assisted in vaccination cov- 
erage surveys. It has provid- 
ed Jordan with oral rehydra- 
lion salts, which are essen- 
tial for the treatment of diar- 
rhoeal diseases in children, 
and has helped disseminate 
information on treatment of 
diarrhoea! diseases. It also 
participates in extensive 
training for the treatment 
and prevention of acute res- 
piratory infections — the 
number one killer of infants 
in Jordan — and promotes 
the use of Maternal and 
Child Health Centres. 

Childhood disabilities 

UNICEF- Jordan is begin- 
ning to focus on both the 
early detection and the pre- 
vention of childhood dis- 
ability. It helps train person- 
nel in the field, and has sup- 
ported the establishment of a 
disability early detection 
centre in Amman. 


Community-based 
rehabilitation project 
in Mafraq: 

Supported in part by 
UNICEF funds, the Jordan- 
ian Swedish Medical Asso- 
ciation (JSMA) and the 
Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency t ADRA ) 
established and implement- 
ed this project with the aim 
of helping the local commu- 
nity to meet the needs of 
their disabled children by 
raising their awareness of 
the rights of the disabled to 
play, socialize, health care 
and attend school. and 
empowering them to look 


after themselves. 

Community-based health 
project at Prince Hassan 
Camp (Amman): 

Partly with UNICEF sup- 
port. ADRA established the 
programme in order to 
improve the health standard 
and survival of women and 
children under five by 1998 
through emphasizing the 
following: 

1- Exclusive breastfeeding. 

2- Treatment of diarrhea. 

3- Proper weaning practices. 

4- Birth spacing. 

5- Hygiene education. 

6- Prenatal & postnatal care. 

7- Nutrition. 

8- Growth monitoring. 

Income generation 

Jordan’s unemployment 
levels reached unprecedent- 
ed heights in 1991, follow- 
ing the Gulf crisis. In 
response, UNICEF surveyed 
existing income-generating 
projects to identity weak- 
nesses and areas where addi- 
tional support is needed. 
The major needs were iden- 
tified in the areas of man- 
agement production, and 
marketing. 

Revolving fund 

A UNICEF financial grant 
helped establish a Revolving 
Loan Fund administered 
through the Queen Alia Jor- 
dan Social Welfare Fund. 

It gives needy women, 
small businesses and agro- 
based enterprises the oppor- 
tunity to obtain modest 
loans that would not be 
readily available through 
commercial credit institu- 
tions. As loans are repaid, 
the money is perpetually re- 
used to fund oilier small 
business ventures. 


MENA region: Leaders in 
achieving goals for children 



U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali on SepL 30 
this year presented to the 
United Nations' General 
Assembly, his report on 
progress made to achieve a 
set of goals for children by 
the end of 1995. 

Back in September 1990. 
world leaders and heads of 
government from 159 coun- 
tries pledged their support 
to a set of goals for children 
to be reached by the year 
2000. These goals will 
reduce child and maternal 
mortality and ensure that 
every child has access to 
education, adequate health 
care, clean water and proper 
sanitation. To ensure steady 
progress, it agreed in 1993 
to *a set of intermediate 
goals to be reached by the 
end of 1995 and the U.N. 
Secretary General was 
asked to report to the U.N. 
General Assembly on 
progress made globally 
towards these goals. These 
were : 

— At least 80 per cent of 
children to be immunised 
against diphtheria, measles, 
tetanus, polio, tuberculosis 
and w hooping cough in all 
countries. 

— Measles deaths and 
cases to be cut by 95 and 90 
per cent respectively. 

— Eradication of polio in 
selected countries. 

— Elimination of neo- 
natal tetanus. 

— Oral rehydration thera- 
py to be used in at least 80 
per cent of diarrhoea cases. 

— Interruption of guinea 
worm disease transmission 
in all affected villages. 

— Reduction of 1990 lev- 
els of severe and moderate 
malnutrition among chil- 
dren under five by one fifth. 

— Iodisation of at least 90 
percent of edible salL 
— Adequate vitamin A for 
at least 80 per cent of chil- 
dren under the age of two at 
risk of vitamin A deficiency. 

— Ail hospitals and 
maternity facilities to 
become ‘baby-friendly’. 

— Reduce by one quarter 
the gap between 1990 levels 
of safe water supply and the - 
year 2000 goal. 

— Reduce by one tenth 
the gap between 1990 levels 
of sanitation provision and 
the year 2000 goal. 

— Universal ratification 
of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child. 

The U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral review of the progress 
made for children since the 
1990 World Summit for 
Children shows that there 
has been dramatic progress 
on most goals in most coun- 
tries. Over 80 per cent of 
the world’s children are now 
covered by immunisation 
services and some countries 
have already reached or sur- 
passed the goal of 90 per 
cent immunisation services 
set for the year 2000. Oral 
rehydration therapy is now 
being used to prevent dehy- 
dration and death in the vast 
majority of diarrhoea 
episodes in the developing 
world. Polio and guinea 
worm diseases are on the 
verge of eradication and 
several thousand hospitals 
are now officially recog- 
nised as ‘baby-friendly’ as a 
result of their efforts to pro- 
mote and encourage breast- 
feeding. Since 1990. an 
additional 1 .5 billion people 
have begun to consume 
iodised salt, protecting 
around 12 million infants 
each year from iodine defi- 
ciency. a leading cause of 
preventable mental retarda- 
tion. Above all. there is now 
a greater recognition of chil- 
dren's rights, reflected in 
the almost universal ratifica- 
tion of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child. 

Carol Bellamy, UNICEF 
executive director, said at 
the special commemorative 
meeting of the General 
Assembly, held to review 
the Mid-Decade progress : 
“There can be no doubt that 
millions of children are 
alive today because of the 
extra efforts set in motion 
since the World Summit for 
Children — in fact, one mil- 
lion fewer children will die 
this year than in 1990. And 
thanks to improved health 
and education, millions 
more children will have a 
better chance to break the 
cycle of poverty and fulfill 
their potential. How cut. 



The convention on the Rights of the Child is infusing new energy and ideas into the 
struggle on behalf of children 


much remains to be done.’ 
Almost one-third of all 
children under the age of 
five in the developing world 
are malnourished, and mal- 
nutrition still contributes to 
more than half the deaths of 
young children in develop- 
ing countries. Furthermore, 
the number of women dying 
as a result of pregnancy and 
child birth remains 
appallingly high, an esti- 
mated 600.000 maternal 
deaths each year. 

MENA and mid-decade 
goals achievements 

Most countries in the 
MENA region have reached 
the goals. Immunisation 
rates are significantly higher 
for polio, diphtheria, pertus- 
sis. tetanus and measles 
than in 1990. and the inci- 
dence of these vaccine-pre- 
ventable diseases has 
dropped correspondingly. 
School enrollments overall 
are higher, and particularly 
for girls. Some improve- 
ment has been made in clos- 
ing the gender gap in access 
to schooling. 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
for Health Ministries have 
demonstrated strong com- 
mitment to the implementa- 
tion of the Baby Friendly 
Hospital Initiative and pro- 
motion of breast feeding in 
their countries. Bahrain and 
Oman from among die Gulf 
countries are pioneers i n 
this area of support to 
breastfeeding. 

The most significant gain 
was the ratification of the 
Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC) in all but 
one country of the region. 
This, in turn facilitated dis- 
cussion about the rights of 
the child. There was a 
tremendous sensitisation of 
political leaders and it 
became possible to consider 
the needs of children, and to 
formulate programmes to 
benefit them, at the highest 
levels. Reform of the legal 
system has begun in some 
countries to facilitate the 
implementation of the CRC. 
Tunisia stands out as the 
leader in this area by estab- 
lishing a Code for Child 
Protection and appointing 
ombudspersons at the local 
level to monitor child rights. 

As a result of the discus- 
sion of the needs of chil- 
dren, it is now possible to 
acknowledge the needs of 
special groups of children, 
including nomadic children, 
displaced children in Sudan, 
the rural child and the girl 
child: and in lured 


resources and programmes 
for them. 

The goals that have been 
mosL successfully pursued 
are those that are favoured 
by strong national commit- 
ment. from senior national 
leaders, and even from 
heads of state or govern- 
ment. Some of the goals 
deal with problems that 
were previously seen as 
unsolvable: for example, 
with iodine deficiency or 
vitamin A deficiency, or 
where girls' or women’s 
illiteracy is concerned, it 
was first necessary to con- 
vince planners and the gen- 
eral public that these could 
be alleviated. Advocacy 
and extensive discussion of 
these issues have been most 
helpful in raising them in 
the public's attention, and in 
putting them on the policy' 
agendas at the highest lev- 
els. 

Finally, sharing experi- 
ences and lessons leamt 
among countries and agen- 
cies on the progress toward 
the goals created additional 
incentive for individual 
countries to reach their own 
goals. The Arab plan for 
children, mid the system of 
'focal points' developed 
with the League of Arab 
States has benefited 
progress toward the goals. 
By bringing together regu- 
larly at the Arab League 
HQS. the officials responsi- 
ble for child programmes' 
implementation. '* lessons 
leamt were exchanged and 
progress compared to 
implement them. As results 
began to be visible and 
reported, it further ener- 
gised work at high-level 
public form and it became 
more possible to discuss 
children in especially diffi- 
cult circumstances, includ- 
ing child labour, and child 
abuse. It is now possible to 
discuss the relationship of 
female genital mutilation to 
maternal mortality in a new 
and more open way. The 
recent success of the* MENA 
regional consultation on the 
commercial sexual exploita- 
tion of children is a case in 
point. 

UNICEF Regional Office 
of the Middle East and 
North Africa contributed to 
the progress made towards 
keeping the promise for 
children. By setting region- 
al priorities and providing 
rechmcal expertise to coun- 
try offices, it facilitated indi- 
vidua! country progress 
towards the achievement of 
these goals. Much of the 
icchnic:il \upp.in look ihe 
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form of manuals and com- 
munication support materi- 
al. and training workshops 
to upgrade skills in various 
related fields. The Regional 
Office also helped keep 
child issues on the political 
agenda through its advocacy 
vvith governments and 
regional bodies such as ihe 
League of Arab States and 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil. the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference and the 
Organisation of African 
Unity. Particular focus was 
directed at the U.N. Con- 
vention on the Rights of the 
Child. The progress 
towards achieving the Mid- 
Decade goals in MENA, put 
the region at the forefront of 
global progress towards 
these goals. 

The Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 

One important tool 
UNICEF is using to 
improve the situation of 
children around the world is 
the convention on the 
Rights of the Child. The 
convention was adopted by 
the Ifniied Nations General 
Assembly in 1989 and has 
been ratified by all but a Few 
countries. The Convention 
sets out the right of all chil- 
dren to healthy and produc- 
tive lives. It is the most 
widely and most rapidly 
accepted human rights 
treaty in history, changing 
the concept of caring for 
children from child needs to 
child rights. 

Once a country has rati- 
fied the convention, it com- 
mits itself to putting its pro- 
visions into effect through 
new or revised laws and . 
other measures. With the 
convention, the world has q 
charted a remarkable new 3 
course on behalf of chil- . “ 
dren. Political will and the 
determination, action and' , 
vigilance of a wide range of tj 
groups in every society are 1 ' 
now needed to ensure that 
countries stay on the vital 
course. 1, 

The Convention on the.ll 
Rights of the Child is infus- :| 
mg new energy and ideas ' ■{ 
into the struggle on behalf * 
or children, widening the. 3 
rahge of steps that can bd| 
laken to ensure children’^ 
* irsl c aU on the resource™, 
and care of their familie§*i 
^unities and the worfdS 
LNICEF is guided by the|| 
Convention as it works'^ 
towards the year 2000 goals^ 

ToanH 1 ? 6 ? out at 

^ or < ^ Summit for*#-; 
Children. 
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UNHCR: Its mandate and concerns 
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"O/ic 0 / the greatest chal- 
lenges of the 2 1 si century 
wi/l be tn ensure that people 
in every pan of the world 
enjoy security and freedom: 
securin' from armed con- 
flict, violence, human right 
abuses and poverty ; and the 
freedom to realise their per- 
sona/ potential, to partici- 
pate in the governance of 
their country', and to express 
their individual and collec- 
ts . live identity." 

■' Those were the words of 
Mrs. Sadako Ogata, die 
United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
.*• explaining the concerns of 
UNHCR in a changing 
; world, where the quest for 
security and freedom con- 
: tinues ro be the challenge. 
There is no doubt that peo- 
:_l pie when deprived from 
■1 security and freedom, cross 
■ j international borders to seek 
/ asylum and find 
international protection. 

* As of Dec. 31, 1995, 
^ UNHCR protects and 
assists 26 million people 
who have fled war or perse- 
cution. The number of 
uprooted people around the 
world, including all estimat- 
ed displaced within their 
own countries, approaches 
50 million. One of every 
ini" thii 15 people on earth has 
been forced into flight. 

. UNHCR’s mandate and 
. concerns are explained 
V. hereunder. 

What is international 
' protection? 

Most people can look to 
-■ their own governments to 
guarantee and protect their 
- ; basic human rights and 
. ■’ physical security. But in the 


case uf refugees. the coun- 
try of origin has proved 
itsell unable or unwilling to 
project those rights. 
UNHCR is mandated to 
ensure that refugees are pro- 
tected by their' country of 
asvlum. and assists that 
government as far as possi- 
ble in that task. UNHCR is 
not «and would not wish to 
be) a supranational organi- 
zation, and therefore cannot 
substitute for the protection 
of a state. UNHCR's main 
role is to ensure that states 
are aware of. and act on. 
their obligations to protect 
refugees and persons seek- 
ing asylum. 


What rights 
refugee have? 


does a 


A refugee has the right to 
safe asylum. However, 
international protection 
comprises more than physi- 
cal safety. Refugees should 
receive at least the same 
rights and basic help as any 
other foreigner who is a 
legal resident, including 
certain fundamental entitle- 
ments of ever\ individual. 
Thus refugees have basic 
civil rights, including the 
freedom of thought, of 
movement, freedom from 
torture and degrading treat- 
ment. Similarly, economic 
and social rights apply to 
refugees as they do to other 
individuals. Every refugee 
should have access to med- 
ical care. Every adult 
refugee should have the 
right to work. No refugee 
child should be deprived of 
schooling. Refugees also 
have certain obligations. In 
particular, they should con- 
form to the laws of their 
country of asylum. 

Does UNHCR actually 
decide who is a refugee, or 
is the decision up to gov- 
ernments? 

A person is refugee 
whether or not a legal eligi- 


bility procedure has already 
recognised that status. Gov- 
ernments sci up status 
determination procedures, 
for the purposes of deter- 
mining that person's legal 
standing and/or rights and 
benefits, in accordance with 
their own legal system. 
UNHCR offers its advice as 
p;ut of the agency's man- 
date to promote refugee law, 
protect refugees, and super- 
vise the implementation of 
the 195 1 Convention. 
UNHCR advocates that 
governments adopt a rapid, 
flexible and liberal process, 
recognising how difficult it 
often is lo document perse- 
cution. 

Must every 1 refugee 
undergo individual status 
determination? 

Normally speaking, peo- 
ple who apply for formal 
refugee status need to estab- 
lish that their fear of perse- 
cution is indeed well found- 
ed. However, there have 
been many cases of sudden, 
mass exodus resulting from 
campaigns of ethnic cleans- 
ing or oiher attacks on 
entire groups. The need to 
provide assistance is often 
extremely urgent and, for 
purely practical reasons, it 
may not be possible to cam' 
out individual status deter- 
minations. Particularly 
when it appears that all 
members of a group are 
fleeing for similar reasons, 
it may be appropriate to 
declare group determina- 
tion of refugee status, 
whereby each member of 
the group is regarded as a 
refugee, prima facie, in 
other u'ords. in die absence 
of evidence to the contrary. 

How does UNHCR dis- 
tinguish between a refugee 
and an economic migrant? 

A migrant 1 normally 
leaves his or her country 
voluntarily, to seek a better 
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life. To a refugee, the eco- 
nomic conditions of the 
country of asylum are less 
important than his/her safe- 
ty. In practice the distinction 
may sometimes be difficult 
to establish, but it is funda- 
mental nonetheless: a 

migrant enjoys the protec- 
tion of his or her home gov- 
ernment; n refugee does noL 

May governments 
deport persons who are 
found not to be refugees? 

Persons who have been 
determined, under an equi- 
table procedure, not to be in 
need of international protec- 
tion are in a situation similar 
to that of illegal aliens, and 
may be deported. However, 
UNHCR strongly advocates 
that every rejected asylum 
seeker be granted the rights 
to a review of the rejection 
before being deponed. 

Can a criminal be a 
refugee? 

A criminal who has 
received a fair trial for a 
conimonlaw offence and 
who flees his country' to 
escape jail is not a refugee. 


Can a soldier be a 
refugee? 

A refugee is a civilian. A 
person who continues to 
pursue armed action against 
his or her country of origin 
or from the country of asy- 
lum cannot be considered a 
refugee. 

What does UNHCR do 
to protect refugees from 
physical assault? 

Deprived of the protection 
of their state, detached from 
their families and communi- 
ties of origin, refugees are 
often vulnerable to vio- 
lence. Refugee women and 
their children are extremely 
vulnerable, as are the elder- 
ly. Rape, in particular, is a 
horrifyingly common ele- 
ment in the pattern of perse- 
cution. terror or ethnic 
cleansing that drives 
refugee families from their 
homes, as civilians increas- 
ingly become the targets — 
rather than the accidental 
victims — of sectarian war- 
fare. From Myanmar to 
Somalia and Bosnia, 
refugee families frequently 


cite rape or the fear of rape 
as a key factor in their deci- 
sion to leave. Refugees may 
also be sexually assaulted 
during their flight and on 
arrival in their country of 
asylum, by officials, locals, 
or other refugees. 

UNHCR staff members 
have a duty to respond to 
physical assaults on 
refugees by attempting to 
correct conditions that may 
be conducive to such 
assaults, offering victims 
the best possible available 
care: and ensuring the prop- 
er legal foUow-up. 

What does UNHCR do 
to help unaccompanied 
child refugees find their 
families? 

For UNHCR’s purposes, 
an unaccompanied minor is 
“one who is separated from 
both parents and for whose 
care no person can be found 
who by law or custom has 
primary' responsibility.’’ 
The number of unaccompa- 
nied child refugees varies 
widely with the causes and 
conditions of exodus. How- 
ever, as a rule of thumb, 
scholars have estimated that 


Camp Sadako Programme 

JORDAN IS the first Middle Eastern country to partici- 
pate in the Camp Sadako Programme. Established in 
1993 by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees ( UNHCR), the Camp Sadako Programme aims 
to promote awareness of the plight of refugees ami chal- 
lenge stereotypes by according a number of \ oung peo- 
ple the opportunity to have concrete, first-hand experi- 
ence of refugee camps. 

The camp also seeks to expand awareness on refugee 
issues and on the work of UNHCR through articles in the 
local and regional press about the experiences o\ volun- 
teers. and through information sessions and exhibitions 
that participants in the programme are expected to hold 
upon return to their home countries. 

Since its inception, over IUO xolunieers from 22 coun- 
tries have participated in the programme, and 1 2 “Camp 
Sadakos” have been organised in live countries 
(Ethiopia. Kenya, Mauritania, Mexico and Nepali. 

Although UNHCR has no refugee camps in Jordan, 
arrangements were made in June 1996 to send two Jor- 
danian volunteers to Camp Sadako Programme in 
Kenya, in accordance with UNHCR's local capacity 
building initiative. Jordan's participation in this highly- 
acclaimed programme is an indication of Jordan's 
unflinching support of refugee causes and its. unswerv- 
ing commitment to refugee programmes. 

Participants in the programme are required to conduct 
surveys on specific aspects of the refugee camp and on 
the work of UNHCR and its implementing partners 
through the collection and analysis of quantitative data. 
A wide range of issues can be covered, such ax distribu- 
tion of food' and non-food items, protection, registration, 
educational needs and facilities, health, nutrition and 
sanitation, unaccompanied minors and other vulnerable 
groups, internal camp dynamics, environment and agri- 
culture, and women's cooperatives. 

Participants may also carry out international protection 
tasks such as registration, voluntary repatriation and 
resettlement interviews, and distribution of supplies in 
an emergency situation. 


unaccompanied children 
comprise 2 to 5 per cent of a 
refugee population. In the 
case' of Jordan, unaccompa- 
nied child refugees are 
accorded precedence inter- 
views and arrangements for 
family reunions are under- 
taken on priority basis. 

What is UNHCR’s poli- 
cy on resettlement ? 

Resettlement in a third 
country' may be the only 
way to guarantee 
international protection of a 


refugee who is being denied 
adequate protection in the 
country' of asylum and who 
cannot repatriate. 

Do refugees have a right 
to request resettlement in 
a rich country? 

Refugees have a right to 
be protected, but this is not 
location specific. In the 
interests of family reunifica- 
tion, however, refugees 
may request resettlement in 
countries where their close 
family members are living. 


; United Nations Population Fund 


UNFPA: Tackling population problems 


! UNFFA BEGAN operations 
‘ . . ' in 1969 as the largest multi - 
T. . lateral source of population 
■ ./ V, assistance. The Fund helps 
7 ' jomote awareness of popu- 
. lation problems in both 
developed and developing 
countries and provides assis- 
hi tanee for strategies best suit- 
‘--j ' ed to deal with those prob- 
* 1 lems. UNFPA believes that 
all women and men have the 
right to reproductive health, 
\ and that addressing popula- 
tion issues is essential for the 
. achievement of balanced and 
■ sustainable development. 

1 In an attempt to pursue a 
holistic approach in address- 
' . ing population needs, and to 
facilitate improved coordina- 
; ' lion with other U.N. partners, 
' bilateral donors and NGOs. 
/.the UNFPA chose lo concen- 
; Irate its funding on three 
main areas; to help ensure 
; jniversal access to reproduc- 
tive health, including family 
: alarming and sexual health, to 



all couples and individuals on 
or before the year 2015: to 
support population and 
development strategies that 
enable capacity-building in 
population programming: 
and to promote awareness of 
population and development 
issues and advocate for the 
mobilisation of the necessary 
resources and political will to 
accomplish the objectives of 
these three areas. 

UNFPA promotes and is 
guided by the principles of 
the Programme of Action of 
the International Conference 
on Population and Develop- 
ment (ICPDk It affirms its 
commitment to reproductive 
health, gender equity and 
equality, male responsibility 
and die autonomy' and 
empowerment of women 
everywhere. UNFPA 


believes that safeguarding 
and promoting these rights 
and the well-being of chil- 
dren, especially girl children, 
are development goals in 
themselves. AU couples and 
individuals have the right to 
decide freely and responsibly 
the number and sparing of 
their children as well as the 
right to the information and 
means to do so. 

UNFPA believes that meet- 
ing these goals will con- 
tribute to improving quality 
of life and stabilising world 
population. UNFPA, as the 
leading United Nations 
organisation for the follow- 
up and implementation of the 
programme of action for the 
1CPD, is fully committed to 
working in partnership with 
governments, non-govern- 
mental organisations, U.N. 
agencies and international 
organisations. 


UNFPA SUPPORT to the 
country over the past 21 
years has been instrumental 
in promoting national self- 
reliance for the solution of 
population problems. Inline 
with national objectives and 
priorities, UNFPA currently 
supports 14 projects cover- 
ing reproductive health 
including family planning 
and sexual health; popula- 
tion and development 
strategies: and advocacy. 
UNFPA assistance con- 
tributed to the formulation 
of a comprehensive Nation- 
al Population Strategy: 
strengthening the process of 
integrating population fac- 
tors into various planning 
activities: implementation 

of the 1994 Population and 
Housing Census and the 
accompanying sample sur- 
vey: institutionalisation of 
population information, 
education and communica- 
tion (IEC) concepts and 
activities w'ilh the media. 



Children express their interpretation of the UNFPA/NHF campaign slogan “family health is a joint responsibility 
f both spouses'" 


Ministry of Education, 
National Population Com- 
mission, and all NGOs 
involved in the implementa- 
tion of the programme. In 
addition, UNFPA has been 
supporting the Ministry of 
Health in upgrading and 
strengthening reproductive 
and family planning ser- 
vices provided by its cen- 
tres. 

UNFPA-funded projects 
are implemented by con- 
cerned government institu- 
tions and leading national 
NGOs such as Queen Alia 
Fund, Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation. Jordanian 
Association for Family 
Planning and Protection, 
and the Arab Women 
Organisation. 

* * * 

Following are major high- 
lights of some UNFPA sup- 
ported projects: 

Population Programmes 
for the Grassroots: A pro- 
ject implemented by Noor 
A1 Hussein Foundation.” It 
provides a good example 
about the IEC activities 
launched in support of pop- 
ulation, reproductive health 
and family planning and 
gender issues. A series of 
intensive motivational cam- 
paigns, geared at all age cat- 
egories in 1 3 designated vil- 
lages, have been launched. 
The campaigns, which 
adopted the slogan “family 
health is a joint responsibil- 
ity of both spouses" include 
a wide range of activities: 
puppet shows, mobile sci- 
ence exhibition, sensitisa- 
tion seminars, counselling 
and educational theatre 
interactive scenes. 

Support to the National 
Committee for Women: A 
project implemented by 
Queen Alia Fund, con- 
tributes to strengthening the 
administrative and technical 
capabilities of the National 
Committee for Women 
tNCWl and the Coordina- 
tion Office, established in 
support of (he Fourth World 


Conference on Women in 
Beijing. Intensive IEC 
activities took place in 1995 
in relation lo the Beijing 
conference. A five-day 
workshop for 27 focal point 
NGOs was also conducted 
in September 1 995 address- 
ing all substantive issues 
pertaining to the confer- 
ence. In addition five work- 
shops were conducted in all 
govemoraies during 

December 1995. The work- 
shops dealt with the 
domains of the Beijing Plat- 
form of action including 
reproductive health and 
family planning, the girl 
child, human rights, educa- 
tion particularly for girls 
and the impact of poverty 
on women. Other achieve- 
ments of the project include 
organisation of two semi- 
nars on Women 
Poiicies/Legislation in Jor- 
dan and the Role of Women 
in Economic Development; 
launching of intensive 
national awareness cam- 
paigns and organisation of 
Training of Trainers work- 
shop for community social 
workers. A number of moti- 
vational sessions for grass- 
roots workers are being 
conducted. 

Population and Environ- 
ment Awareness for Poor 
Families and Youth: A 
project implemented by the 
Arab Women Organisation 
(AWO). Two reproductive 
bealth/family planning 
(RH/FP) clinics were estab- 
lished under this project in 
Wadi Abdoun and Azzuhur 
areas to meet the need of the 
local communities. Summer 
youth camps for 350-400 
students from schools and 


universities were organised 
to address the needs of this 
target group. The camps’ 
IEC activities addressed 
various issues related to 
population. natural 

resources and environment 
inter-linkages as well us 
reproductive health, mater- 
nal and child health and 
sexually transmitted dis- 
eases < HIV/ AIDS). Around 
30.000 cloth bags, in 
replacement of plastic bags, 
were produced by needy 
women who are benefiting 
from the profits gained from 
the sale of these bags. A 
baseline needs assessment 
survey was conducted in the 
six designated areas of the 
project. The purpose of such 
survey was to assess the 
knowledge, attitudes and 
practices of RH/FP of the 
target groups and the major 
environmental issues faced 
by them. Based on the find- 
ings of this survey, intensive 
EC activities have taken 
place on RH/FP and press- 
ing population and environ- 
ment issues by well trained 
supervisors and motivators 
front these communities. 

Urn Mohammad, one of 
the project’s motivators 
speaks of her own experi- 
ence in this project. 

Um Mohammad is the ex- 
headm is tress of an elemen- 
tary' school in the little vil- 
lage of Twal Janoubi in the 
Jordan Valley. She is also a 
member of the town council 
of Deir Alla, the capital of 
Mid Ghor in the Valley. She 
was looked upon with 
respect by everyone in the 
surrounding villages. 

But when she joined the 
Arab Women Organisation 
to advocate birth' spacing. 


Country Support Team for Arab States and Europe 

UNFPA established Country Support Team (CST) for 
Arab States and Europe in Amman in 1992 to offer tech- 
nical support to population issues through a multi-disci- 
plinary approach. The CST office is staffed by 18 experts 
who provide Technical assistance in UNFPA’s three core 
programme areas: reproductive health including family 
planning and sexual health; population and development 
strategies; and advocacy. 


word got around that she 
was inciting women against 
their husbands and that her 
teachings were contrary' to 
God’s will. Um Mohammed 
was disappointed at ihe 
beginning when none of the 
women turned up at the 
motivational sessions she 
had planned in homes, 
schools and the town coun- 
cil. But she was not dissuad- 
ed. 

“J refused to give in to the 
misconceptions of both men 
and women in my village 
because their ignorance 
means that my village, as 
well * as the surrounding 
ones, will remain poor for- 
ever,” says Um Mohammad. 
“AH I want is for people to 
listen to me and then make 
their own decisions.” 

She decided to turn to her 
relatives and close friends 
who had elected her to the 
town council and who 
would welcome her in their 
homes. She appointed 10 
of these women as “promot- 
ers” who began going from 
house to house talking to 
housewives and answering 
their questions. Women, 
especially younger ones, 
were embarrassed to talk 
about contraceptives. Soon, 
however, they began com- 
ing to the health centres 
where they talked freely 
about their reproductive role 
and experiences. 

Today, Um Mohammed is 
more popular than ever. "A 
few days ago, a 24 year-old 
man came to see me at the 
health centre and asked me 
to talk his mother out of 
becoming pregnant again.” 
she said. His family was 
struggling to improve its 
living conditions and was 
too poor to feed another 
mouth. 

“I do not want my daugh- 
ters to suffer the way 1 did,” 
says Um Mohammad. “No 
one believes 1 am only 42 
years old. Delivering many 
children has made me 
extremely unhealthy." 
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What is United Nations peace-keeping? 


PEACE-KEEPING is one of the 
ways in which the United Nations 
helps to maintain inter-national 
peace and security. In the U.N. 
context, peace-keeping has tradi- 
tionally been defined as the use of 
multinational forces, under U.N. 
command, to help control and 
resolve conflict between hostile 
countries or between hostile com- 
munities within a single country. 
Peace-keepers have come to be 
known as "blue helmets” or “blue 
berets'" because of the distinctive 
headgear they wear. 

Peace-keeping has saved count- 
less lives. In many cases, it has 
proved invaluable in creating the 
necessary' conditions to settle dis- 
putes peacefully through negotia- 
tion and in monitoring the imple- 
mentation of agreements between 
hostile panics. This service to the 
cause of peace — by more than 
650.000 soldiers and civilians 
since 194S — was formally 

recognised when, in 1988, U.N. 
ocace-keeping forces were award- 
ed the Nobel Peace Prize. As the 
tensions of the cold war recede, 
the international community is 
turning increasingly to U.N. 
peace-keepers to help solve 
regional crises. Since 1991 alone, 
there have been sixteen new oper- 
ations. 

What do peace-keepers do? 

Contingents can be dispatched 
:■* unarmed observers or a lightly 
armed peace-keeping force. They 
might be assigned to observe a sit- 
uation and report to the secretary- 
general. to supervise troop with- 
drawals. or to help ensure compli- 
ance with other agreements. They 
might investigate ceasefire viola- 
tions. patrol buffer zones or moni- 
tor the maintenance of law and 
order. In addition, they often pro- 
vide emergency medical services, 
.insist in the resettlement of 
refugees, and work to restore nor- 
mal civilian activities in strife-tom 
areas. 

Peace-keepers are taking on new 
tasks that often go far beyond tra- 
ditional activities. They’ may be 
required to enforce embargoes, 
remove mines and seek to disarm 
w aning parties. In addition to mil- 
itary-related aspects, many U.N. 
operations now involve a large 
civilian dimension: election moni- 
ioring. human rights verification, 
humanitarian relief, administrative 
management, institution-building 
and the restoration of infrastrac- 


Hire and services. 

•a- 

How are peace-keeping 

$ 

operations set up? 

f- 


The main responsibility for 
peace-keeping lies with the Secu- 
rity Council. When a U.N. mem- 
ber state or group of states, or the 
secretary-general, proposes the 
establishment of a peace-keeping 
operation, three basic conditions 
have to be met. First, peace-keep- 
ing operations are generally estab- 
lished with the consent of the 
country or countries involved. 
Second, the proposal must enjoy 
broad support from the 
international community — 
specifically, it must attract the nec- 
essary votes to be adopted by the 
Security Council. Third, member 
countries should be ready to con- 
tribute troops and money towards 
the peace-keeping operation. 

Who leads U.N. peace-keeping 
forces? 

The secretary-general is respon- 
sible to the Security Council 
(which normally establishes such 
an operation) for the organisation, 
conduct and direction of a force. 
In the field, the force commander 
has full authority and reports to 
the secretary-general. The contin- 
gents making up the force are 
answerable to the force comman- 
der. Although they remain in their 
national service during their term 
as U.N. peace-keepers, the sol- 
diers serve under the authority of 
the U.N. and take their instruc- 
tions from the U.N.. not from their 
national governments. 

What contributes to the success 
of peace-keeping? 

The U.N. has an impartial role. 
The parties must have confidence 
in the U.N.’s impartiality. The suc- 
cess of an operation requires not 
only the parties' consent but also 
their full cooperation, especially 
regarding freedom of movement 
and the facilities necessary to 
carry out the mandate. 
Peace-keeping cannot become a 
substitute for peace-making. 

The blue helmets are stationed br- 
an area as a holding operation not 
as a solution to the dispute. To 
resolve the underlying causes of 
the conflict the parties must nego- 
tiate seriously and in good faith. 

How are peace-keeping 



Blue helmet worn by United Nations peace-keeping personnel 



Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali (centre) visiting with young 
residents of a U.N.-supported orphanage (Somalia 1993) 


operations financed? 

When the Security Council votes 
to create a peace-keeping opera- 
tion. the council also decides how 
that operation will be financed. 
Usually, this is done on an obliga- 
tory basis; countries are required 
to pay for the cost of peace-keep- 
ing operations and the General 
Assembly decides how these costs 
are divided among members. In a 
few instances in the past, peace- 
keeping operations have been 
financed by voluntary contribu- 
tions. 

Generally, however, peace-keep- 
ing operations are financed under 
an obligatory scale of assessments 
which takes into account the rela- 
tive economic wealth of member 
states, with the permanent mem- 
bers of the Security Council 
(China, France, the Russian Fed- 
eration, the United Kingdom and 
the United States) required to pay 
a larger share because of their spe- 
cial responsibility for the mainte- 
nance of international peace and 
security. The developing and least 
developed countries pay a little 
less than the percentage they are 
assessed for the U.N.’s regular 
budget. 

Who serve in peace-keeping 
operations and how are they 
hired and paid? 

At the beginning of 1992. 
11,500 men and women were 
serving in U.N. peace-keeping 
operations. As of December 1994. 
more than 80,000 people were 
engaged in 17 peace-keeping 
operations worldwide. In addition 
to the traditional core group of 


military’ personnel, there are also 
civilian police monitors and civil- 
ian support staff. The military and 
police contingents are contributed 
by governments, which might also 
send civilians to serve, for exam- 
ple. as election monitors, staff 
member from the U.N. Secretariat 
and locally recruited employees 
constitute the bulk of civilian 
employees. 

Occasionally, volunteers may be 
recruited through the U.N. volun- 
teers to serve in civilian functions 
with peace-keeping operation for 
a specified period, the standard 
tour of duty being six months. 
They continue to be paid by their 
governments, based on the ranks 
and salaries that prevail in their 
national armed forces. 

When can peace-keepers use 
force? Is there a general code of 
conduct that applies in a peace- 
keeping operation? 

U.N. observers normally carry 
no arras at all. U.N. troops cany 
light arms and are allowed to use 
them only in self-defence, or if 
armed persons hy to stop them 
from carrying out the orders of 
their commanders. They use force 
only in exceptional circumstances 
and with due regard for the impact 
of their actions on the overall 
operation. 

How many peace-keepers have 
been killed since peace-keeping 
operations were created? 

In the view of the U.N., one 
death is one death too many. As of 
December 1994, more than 1,000 
peace-keepers have lost their lives 
while serving with a U.N. peace- 
keeping operation. 


How business benefits 
from the U.N. 


THE BUSINESS communi- 
ty benefits greatly from its 
relationship with the United 
Nations. It could benefit 
even more. Here are six rea- 
sons why: 

The U.N. is working to 
create a more peaceful 
world 

The U.N.'s efforts to avoid 
violence and war. to pro- 
mote democracy and human 
rights and to eradicate dis- 
eases and illiteracy all con- 
tribute to make the world 
freer and safer. This encour- 
ages the opening of new 
markets while reducing 
risks for global business. 

The U.N. is a multi-bil- 
lion-dollar business client 

The LIN is a major source 
of business for companies 
worldwide. In 1994, it spent 
S3.S billion on goods and 
services to support world- 
wide activities, ranging 
from peace-keeping and 
humanitarian assistance to 
economic development and 
health. Vast opportunities 
exist for companies with the 
right products and competi- 
tive skills. To date, the Unit- 
ed States has far and away 
the largest share of this mar- 
ket. with American compa- 
nies winning a 1 9_5 per cent 
share in 1994, or S737 mil- 
lion. according to the United 
Nations .Association of the 
United States of America 

The U.N. sets standards 
for business and com- 
merce 

The U.N. has defined 
internationally adopted 
technical standards and 
norms that are cornerstones 
of the global economy's 
technical infrastructure. 
These include unified mea- 
surements for statistics; 
trade laws; and standards for 
postal services, telecommu- 
nications. maritime trans- 
port and intellectual proper- 
ty. They facilitate economic 
transactions across all sec- 
tors of the economy. 

The U.N. is working to 
expand worldwide trade 

The U.N. Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) advocates the 
benefits of a multilateral 
trading system and thereby 
helps to extend it to devel- 
oping countries. Working 


closely with the World 
Trade" Organisation. L'NC- 
TAD serves a> a unique 
forum to analyse and pre- 
pare consensus agreements 
on global trade, investment 
and" development issues. 
This work helps to prepare 
the ground for future negoti- 
ations and rule-making 
under the V>TO. LNCTAD 
is a piece wrierc business 
cun make its voice heard and 
•engage in dialogue with pol- 
icy maker- from all coun- 
tries. including the develop- 
ing world. 

The U.N. creates aware- 
ness about business oppor- 
tunities 

The U.N. is a leading 
source of economic and 
social statistics, h creates 
awareness about global 
trends in such areas as for- 
eign direct investment, 
usins channels such as 
UNCTAD's "World Invest- 
ment Report". This helps 
policymakers, especially in 
developing countries, to 
identify opportunities and to 
separate mere politics from 
sound economic policies. 

The U.N. works to pro- 
mote trade and investment 

LIN CTA D reg u lari y 

organises investment round- 
tables in developing coun- 
tries. as well as in China and 
the central Asian 
economies. The U.N.'s work 
in advancing market-orient- 
ed reforms, acting as a cata- 
lyst for business transac- 
tions and helping govern- 
ments to establish busi- 
ness-friendly legislation, is 
estimated to have pumped 
some S25 billion of direct 
foreign investment into 
developing countries and 
economies in transition. 

inVCTAD’s — work in 

brief 

Recent examples of UNC- 
TAD's work in bringing 
government and business 
together include a workshop 
on infrastructure develop- 
ment in Beijing and confer- 
ences on privatisation in 
Uzbekistan. India and Pak- 
istan. In cooperation with 
private accounting firms, the 
U.N. is helping Russia and 
other countries with 
economies in transition to 
modernise their accounting 
standards. UNCTAD is 
working with U.S. business 


to identify and commer- 
cialise Russian science and 
technology products. The 
U.N. was ihc first multi later- 
al forum where the U.S. pri- 
vate sector met government 
officials from Central and 
Eastern Europe f 1992). 

The U.N. is spearheading 
the application of informat- 
ics and telecommunication 

in trade transactions, there- 
by helping to cui through 
red-tape. UNCTAD's Glob- 
al Trade Point Network, 
bunched in Columbus 
Ohio, in 1994. is now fully 
operational in over sixty 
countries. 

Creating business-friendly 
legislation, promoting enter- 
prise development, trade 
and investment. haw 
become mainstream activi- 
ties. However, many busi- / 
ness executives still perceive 
the U.N. as rooted in the 
cold war years of 1 970s and 
1980s. when it was the 
scene of debates on the mer- 
its of state control versus 
free markets. Such ambiva- 
lence no longer holds in the 
U.N. today. It is fully com- 
mitted to an open, global 
economy. 

Recognising that the U.N. 
has changed and that busi- 
ness already benefits con- 
siderably from the U.N. is a 
first step. But more needs to 
be done. The U.N. needs the 
business community to tack- 
le the biggest challenge the 
international community is 
facing today: integrating the 
developing world into the 
emerging global economy. 
Private sector firms, both 
large and small, play a key $ 
role in creating and spread- 
ing opportunities for growth 
and development. They are 
particularly well-equipped 
to seize and multiply the 
benefits oF the globalisation 
of production and the liber- 
alisation of trade. 

The UNCTAD secre- 
tary-general. Rubens Ricu- 
pero. has said, “by and large 
multilateral institutions, 
have failed to give adequate 
room to the business com- 
munity to express itself and 
to make their weight felt." 

The ninth conference of 
UNCTAD < South Africa. 27 
April - 1 1 May) is address- 
ing this. Among the propos- 
als on the agenda is creation 
of a "Development Senate." 
a body that would allow 
business representatives to 
participate directly in the 
work of the U.N. 
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Protecting the global environment 


ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRA- 
DATION knows no national 
boundaries. Sulphur emissions 
in one country cause acid rain in 
another dmvnvvind. Depletion of 
ibe ozone- layer from CFCs used 
in one nation can lead to skin 
cancer the oiher side of the 
world. 

In an increasingly inter-depen- 
deni world, the United Nations 
has a crucial role to play in pro- 
tecting the global environment 
and promoting sustainable 
development. The facts below 
show some of the U.N.'s main 
achievements in this area over 
the past twenty-five years — 
achievements that need to be 
continued and expanded. For the 
sake oF our planet, we urge you 
to support ihe U.N. and its work. 

Earth Summit 

•At the Earth Summit — die 
U.N. Conference on Environ- 
ment and Development, held in 
Rio de Janeiro in 1992 — gov- 
ernment leaders adopted Agen- 
da 21. a global plan tor sustain- 
able development. K has since 
become the basis for many 
national plans, and thousands of 
cities and towns worldwide have 
created their own "local Agenda 
2 1”. The U.N. Commission on 


Sustainable Development meets 
annually to review progress and 
propose poiiey guidelines for 
governments and others imple- 
menting the agreement. 

Climate change 

•Under the U.N. Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, 
opened for signing at the 1992 
Earth Summit and now ratified 
by 155 nations, industrialised 
countries are committed to 
reducing their emissions of 
greenhouse gases to 1 990 levels 
by the year 2000. Although few 
countries are on target to meet 
that goal, in 1995 die member 
countries decided to strengthen 
the agreement. 


•The Inter-governmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC), 
coordinated by UNEP and the 
World Meteorological Organi- 
sation la U.N. agency), issued 
its second assessment report in 
December 1995. finding “dis- 
cernible human influence on the 
global climate". Based on the 
work of 2,000 leading scientists 
from 130 coumries/the IPCC. 
set up in 1988, reviews scientif- 
ic research on climate change. 


Ozone depletion 

•Industrialized countries are 
committed to banning produc- 
tion of CFCs as of the beginning 
of 1996 under the amended 
1987 Montreal Protocol, negoti- 
ated and administered by" the 
LIN Environment Programme 
(LINEPj. Developing countries 
have a 10-year grace period to 
comply. 

Acid rain 

•Acid rain in Europe and 
North America has been signifi- 
cantly reduced under the land- 
mark 1979 Convention on 
Long-Range Transboundary Air 
Pollution, administered by the 
UN Economic Commission for 
Europe. 

Hazardous wastes 
and chemicals 

•To regulate the 3 million 
tonnes of toxic waste that cross- 
es national borders each year, in 
1989 countries negotiated the 
Basel Convention on hazardous 
wastes, administered by UNEP 
and now ratified by 100 coun- 
tries. In 1995 the treaty was 
strengthened to outlaw the 
export of toxic waste to devel- 


oping countries, which usually 
do not have the technology for 
safe disposal. 

Biological diversity 

•The Convention on Biologi- 
cal Diversity, signed at the 1 992 
Earth Summit and since ratified 
by 140 nations, obligates coun- 
tries to protect their plant and 
animal species through habitat 
preservation and other means. 
Theconvention is administered 
by UNEP. 

■In 1995, UNEP launched the 
Global Biodiversity Assess- 
ment, the most comprehensive 
ever attempted. Based on the 
work of 1.500 scientists world- 
wide. the report found that the 
rate of species extinction and 
habitat loss. largely due to 
human activities, was unprece- 
dented. 

•Protection of endangered 
species is also enforced under 
CITES — the 1973 Convention 
on International Trade in Endan- 
gered Species — administered 
by UNEP. Countries meet peri- 
odically to update the list of 
which plant and animal species 
or products, such as ivory. 
>h'>uld be protected hv quoins or 


oulrighL bans. 

Fish and marine resources 

•Global monitoring of fish 
stocks is carried out by the UN 
Food and Agriculture Organiza- 
tion ( FAO), which estimates that 
70 per cent of commercial fish- 
ing grounds are depleted or 
recovering from overfishing. 

■A new UN legal agreement to 
regulate fishing on the high seas 
was negotiated as an outgrowth 
of the Earth Summit" and 
opened for signing in December 
1995. The agreement aims to 
prevent overfishing and ease 
international tensions over com- 
petition for dwindling fish 
stocks. 

Marine pollution 

•Oil pollution from ships has 
been cut by 60 per cent since 
1981. after the adoption of a 
legal convention negotiated by 
the International Maritime 
Organisation, a U.N. agency. 
The treaty, which now applies to 
more than 85 per cent of the 
world’s merchant fleet, also sets 
strict controls for disposal of 
garbage by ships. 


■Governments have called for 
a legal agreement to regulate 
persistent organic pollutants, 
such as DDT, PCBs and dioxin, 
as pan of a wide-ranging action 
plan adopted at ~ a" 1 995 
LINEP-sponsored conference in 
Washington. DC on land-based 
sources of marine pollution. 

Global monitoring 

•The Global Environmental 
Monitoring System (GEMS), 
run jointly by several U.N. bod- 
ies, plays a key role in linking 
hundreds of national and 
international organisations 
which monitor changes in the 
atmosphere and climate, water 
pollution, deforestation, elobal 
ice cover and other indicators of 
environmental health. 

Forests 

•To combat deforestation 
globally. FAO monitors fores! 
loss and trade in timber, and 
assists developing countries- 
managing forcer \ 5 a 

ovFiii: hectares of fore.-,; world- 
wide — an area the size of Peru 
and Ecuador combined — were 
lost during the 1980s. a rate the! 
continues today. 


•The Intergovernmental Pane 
on Forests was set up by th 
U.N. Commission on Sustain 
able Development in 1995 ti 
assess the need for a legal agree 
ment on forests, and to conside 
global policies on eco-Iabellinj 
of wrood products and otbe 
issues. 

Desertification 

_ ,Th e tJ-N. Convention t( 
Combat Desertification, negoti 
ated as an outgrowth of th< 
Earth Summit, was adopted it 
1994. Desertification, or till 
degradation of arid and semi 
and lands, is a problem tba 
affects the livelihood and foot 
suppty ot over 900 million peo- 
pie worldwide, especially ir 
Africa. 

Financing for 
the Environment 


Environ*'* "ft 


•The Global 

Facility (OFF* J0U .. v ... 

}*■ * orid Bank, the U.N.- ; 

UNFP pm t m . Pl °S rmm * , 

“ has become the main..- — J 
source ot multilateral lending to"' 1L V 
developing countries for eSvi- •' f 1 
ronmentaJ projects. In 1994. the ’ 

L was replenished bv donor 
vuumries with mcr 82 billion. 
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RENDEZVOUS WITH ART 


A return to the past to capture the present — 4 Universe with Man in Mind 

The existentialist search for man’s origin and purpose continues with the multi-media works of Rama Jamoukha 


By Mahmoud 1. Mufti 

“MAN HAS pondered his 
origins for thousands of 
years, but until recently, his 
only source of ideas con- 
sisted of notions drawn 
from religious teachings 
and various philosophical 
systems. Not until modem 
times, and the arrival of 
data of a different kind, has 
he been able to approach 
the problem of his orieins 
from a new angle ... We 
live in a time where reason 
and the conquests of sci- 
ence claim to provide logi- 
cal answers to all the great 
questions asked by" the 
human intellect.*' Maurice 
Bucaille. I9S2 ('author of 
What is the Origin of Man? 
The Answers of Science 
and the Holy Scriptures j. 

The mysteries of the 
Universe. " Man and their 
inter-relationships are far 
from resolved: barely the 
tip has been scratched. The 
subjecr has confounded 
Man from the earliest of 
times, and was first seriou>- 
ly tackled by the Pre- 
Socratic philosophers, as 
they attempted to place 
some s«m of identity on the 
so-called “Indefinable 
Determinate. - ' with some of 
them citing water, fire, 
wind and even in the case 
of Pythagoras 'numbers' ! 
(arithmetic numbers i. 

Countless thinkers, 

philosophers, scientists and 
artists have mulled over 
similar questions over the 
years. Louis Pasteur 
remarked: “I see every- 
where in the w'orld the 
inevitable expression of the 
concept of infinity ... The 
ideals of art. of science, are 
lighted by reflection from 
the infinite." 

The exhibited multi- 
media works of Jordanian 
artist Rama Jamoukha also 
evoke and. pose questions 
that are f . hitherto .unan- 
swered. The artist does not 
ponder the origins of Man. 
for she knows that he is 
God's creation. However, 
she does mull over the pur- 
pose of Man and the con- 
cept of an impending rela- 
tionship between the past, 
the present and the future. 

These issues are reflected 
not only in her work, but in 
her approach to rhe work 
and die actual genesis of her 
an. She describes her work 
as “existentialist and prob- 
ing: reflective of 'certain 
dispositions of the 
moment,' and some long- 
standing cosmic riddles that 
have stimulated my curiosi- 
ty for most of my life.” 

Ms. Jamuukha's works 
consist of 4 primary cate- 
gories: Small black, grey 
and white paintings, using 
air-brush, oii-paiels and oil- 
paints ion canvass i: small 
highly coloured paintings 
of oil on canvass: Large 
installation-like paintings 
of mysterious symbols in 


oil tun brown paper j .... and 
sculptures of face? and 
inscription tablets rendered 
hi a ''pecially-ireatcd. natu- 
rally -necuring substance 
lhar (he artist does not wish 
to disclose, for the process 
involves a technique that 
she has innovated and per- 
fected herself, and consid- 
ers a “secret of the trade." 
so to speak. 

Going round the exhibit, 
the artist does disclose, 
however, that the black and 
white series is the mainstay 
of her work, revealing that 
even though she does paint 
in colour to satisfy the con- 
ditions and sentiments of 
certain transient periods, 
she nevertheless always 
finds herself reverting to the 
former. “I consider the aes- 
thetics of black and white 
more powerful in generat- 
ing the atmosphere of infin- 
ity that 1 strive to insrill in 
my work." she says. 

“Whenever I work with 
colour, the saturation or 
threshold point is never far 
off. One might even say that 
my work — over the years 
— is generally in black and 
white, bespeckled with 
occasional bouts of colour- 
usage. E\en when that 
occurs. I more often than 
not fix us on one particular 
colour and Jo a whole 
series of works in it and its 
multitude of derivative 
shades and hues. So one 
time it‘s orange, another 
time blue. etc. However it is 
upon my return to black and 
white that 1 feel 1 am most 
intensely *at one' with 
myself: most acutely poised 
to immerse myself — and 
hopefully the viewer — in a 
state of critical inquiry 
regarding the inner self. 
Man's plight and the mys- 
teries of the cosmos." elab- 
orates the artist. 

Indeed, a sense of my s- 
tery. extra-terrestrial 

intrigue and cosmic saga 
abounds in Ms. Jamoukha’s 
black and white works, 
which — since she con- 


viewer — stands a chance 
of truly contemplating the 
mvjiiing of the work and 
the sense of inquiry inher- 
ent therein. Anything short 
of such a disposition would 
be tantamount to a cur.-»un 
glance, or at best, a thought- 
ful but necessarily transient 
ga/e. 

"At the same time. 1 do 
iii'it impose njy own outiook 
on the viewer: even though 
it represents something 
very specific to me. it is 
nonetheless abstract and 
free enough to steer clear 
from one of the classic pit- 
falls of the visual arts: pre- 


coniplete until 1 hate 
dabbed my hands in the 
paint and effected some tan- 
gible difference in the 
painting. When I do that. I 
feel as if I have left a (race 
of my own being in the 
work. To me, any other 
method would leave me 
feeling that the artwork is 
‘detached* from the human 
element that is central to the 
theme 1 wish to evoke and 
express. Consequently. J 
never walk away from a 
painting session 'clean'; my 
hands are always soiled 
with paints." 

Though the artist refuses 


7 consider the aesthetics of black 
and white more powerful in gener- 
ating the atmosphere of infinity 
that I strive to instill in my work y 


script ivi iy of perception.*' 
adds the artist, expounding 
that “there is enough free- 
dom there, in the painted 
forms, for anyone to con- 
struct their own imagery in 
accordance with their initial 
perceptions. From my own 
vantage point, however, the 
images I have put together 
attempt to probe Man's 
existence anJ its meaning. 
This i- why I always focus 
oil people. To some, discov- 
ering our planetary habitat 
may involve physical trav- 
elling to. and exploration of 
pans of our globe. To others 
vet. meditation may be the 
‘vessel of discovery.’ To 
me. however, it is the rever- 
sion back to the inner-core, 
or the inner-self of Man. 
that constitutes the discov- 
ery process. In this way. and 
by such means. 1 come clos- 
er to connecting with the 
inner truth, the meaning of 
life and The Divine." 

The artist has passed 
through several artistic 
styles’ — photo-realism, 
classical portraiture, 

impressionism and others 


A sense of mystery , extra-tcrrestiial 
intrigue and cosmic saga abounds in 
Jamoukha’s black and white works 


eeived of them and got 
started on them in 1990 — 
have sought to probe into 
“other worlds." Our own 
world is. for the moment, 
shuttled into the mind's 
periphery'. and “other 
worlds" come onto the cen- 
tre-stage of the conscious 
psyche. And because the 
subject of extra-planetary 
matters is an intense and 
possibly eerie one. the artist 
does not wish to scatter her 
own concentration, or that 
of the viewer, by introduc- 
ing the “in uch-too- rich" 
dimension of colour. It is 
only then that the perceiver 
— ’ whether conceiver or 


— before settling at this 
current one of abstract 
expressionism. Within each 
school, the artist innovates 
her own style, through 
which she feels a sense of 
re-birth. This feeling is 
borne out of the euphoria at 
having presented to the 
world" «»f art something 
totally new and different: a 
feeling that in accentuated 
by getting directly involved 
in the work: “The brush and 
other mechanical utensils 
used for the application of 
paints on paper or canvass 
can only accomplish some 
aspects of the final product; 
I don't consider mv work 


to title her works — an 
aspect that would undoubt- 
edly influence the viewer 
and limit the freedom of 
his/her perception — she 
nontheless uses recurring 
symbols in discrete and 
indiscrete ways. For 
instance, her use of the cir- 
cle alludes, by her own con- 
fession, to the moon, to the 
future t which is cyclically 
linked to the present and the 
past) and to femininity and 
fertility. This feature is wit- 
nessed in several of her 
w oria. Symbolism is rhe 
key here. The artist, who 
claims to be in touch with 
an additional ‘sense’ 
beyond the traditional ‘five 
senses’ — and which is 
found in all nf us. but dor- 
mant and unacknowledged 
— explains that she is able 
to detect tangible effects of 
the moon on most women 
she meets; more so than in 
men. “Women actually 
undergo temperamental and 
psychological changes in 
relation to the various 
stages and phases of the 
moon: there is a distinct 
link, affecting women at 
times that are specific to 
them.” 

This assertion seems 
hardly surprising, even in 
our age. since the sense of 
allure and novelty generat- 
ed by the moon is docu- 
mented in ancient mytholo- 
gy. In Roman civilisation, a 
special pagan deity was 
conceived. Diana (virtually 
indistinguishable front the 
Greek goddess. Artemis), to 
conceptualise the special 
relationship between femi- 
ninity. fertility and the 
moon. According to the 
Encylopaedia Briianniea. 
she (Diana) was “invoked 
by women to aid conception 
and delivery. Though per- 
haps originally an indige- 
nous woodland goddess. 
Diana early became identi- 
fied with Artemis. There 
was probably no original 
connection between Diana 


and the moon, but she later 
absorbed Artemis' identifi- 
cation with both Selene 
(Luna) and Hecate (or 
Trivia), a chthonic (infer- 
nal ) deity.” 

With the passage of time, 
folkloric tradition estab- 
lished a parallel and com- 
plementary track with 

pagan religious tradition, 
thereby contributing to the 
consolidation of Diana's 
affiliation with the moon. 
This phenomenon even 
spilt over and beyond 
Roman dominions to the 
deep hinterland of Africa, 
where some pagan tribes 
were observed to pay spe- 
cial homage to a mythical 
goddess of the moon. Diala 
.... persumably a linguistic 
variant of the Roman 
Diana. 

Some of the black and 
white paintings bear red 
"X” shapes, purposely 
implanted in a particular 
locution of the artistic map- 
page to capture the viewer's 
attention. This, alleges the 
artist, is intended to aug- 
ment the sense of balance 
and harmony that the partic- 
ular work requires. This is 
probably too fine and slip- 
pery a point to stick in 
everybody's ‘persuasion 
net*, though the urti.xt 
makes assurances that there 
is in fact no contradiction 
between it and the non-pre- 
scriptive aspect that is 
impregnated in each of the 
works. “Sometimes, the 
particular genre of harmony 
required in a particular 
work is the 'shock type.* 
hence the seemingly inex- 
plicable inclusion of the 
blatant Xs*s." explains the 
artitst. 

Producing an, in Ms. 
Jamoukha's book, entails 
the embarkation on a quest 
to either discover some- 
thing new or to attempt 
addressing some tributary 
of the vast ocean of the 
existentialist realm. 

Something has to be ‘itch- 
ing’ inside her — intellectu- 
ally or spiritually — in 
order to gamer the neces- 
sary will and inspiration to 
render a visual form of her 
inquiry. She believes that a 
mind free of inquiry and 
curiosity: a mind compla- 
cently resigned to the mat- 
ter-of-fact" comforts and 
mundane routine of the 20th 
century, will be very hard- 
pressed to produce anything 
of worth in any realm: aes- 
thetic. intellectual, etc. She 
points out that there was a 
far greater incidence of peo- 
ple with a 6th-sensc in 
bygone centuries and mil- 
lenia. than there are now. 
Rather, far more people 
with an active version of the 
same telepathic sense that 
people possess today 
(albeit, in a dormant or 
near-dormant state). It is 
possible, she asserts, that 
one can rekindle that sense 
again, partly by disciplining 



J. 
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Artist Rama Jamoukha in front of one of her works 


oneself to take the neces- 
sary time and concentration 
to reach deep inside oneselt 
and establish a mental fre- 
quency with oneself. The 
artist cites a primitive 
island-civilisation who. 
through their active "addi- 
tional senses," were able to 
generate something close to 
a "collective conscious- 
ness** and “collective will" 
through which they were 
able to entice shoals of dol- 
phins to gather to their 
shores. Dolphins are known 
to be only second to human 
beings in intelligence and 
emotions, even having 
mourning ceremonies for 
their dead. 

Across the gallery's hull 
are two large brown paper 
sheets, decorated in myste- 
rious oil-patterns of brown- 
ish-black. or blackish- 
brown. They bear no rela- 
tion to actual totem symbols 
of long-gone civilisations, 
says the artist, but are the 
product of spontaneous 
feelings inspired by the 
past. The crucial aspect to 
bear in mind here is the 
artist's conviction that any- 
thing that vccurred in the 
past is forever recorded by 
the cosmos, in a manner 


consistent with the laws of 
energy. Anything that was 
ever uttered — sounds and 
noises of all sorts — are 
forms of energy. 

Physics has already estab- 
lished that energy is’ neither 
created nor destroyed. So 
no matter how elusive the 
sound waves emanating 
from the dying Julius 
Caesar as he urtered ” Ei in. 
Brute?." or by Abraham 
Lincoln as he read out his 
epic Geit>sbnrg Address, 
they (ihe sound waves) are 
siili somew here out there in 
outer space, awaiting some 
organic or electronic radar 
to detect and retrieve them. 
"Matter is congealed ener- 
gy. The amount of potential 
energy in a cubic centimetre 
of so-called empty space, 
the vacuum, is immensely 
greater than the entire ener- 
gy content of the visible 
unixerse." hypotheses Glen 
Schaefer, director of Eco- 
logical Physics at Cranfteld 
Institute of Technology, in 
his publication. "Universe 
with Man in Mind: The 
New Paradigm.'* ( 19SI) 

Seemingly backed by 
some schools of scientific 
thought, this exhibit's artist. 
Ms. Jamoukha — who has 


widely read works by 
English writer on philo-o- 
phv and sociology. Colin 
Henry Wilson »b. 193! « — 

discloses that the s;.mb*»!s 
she uses are inspired h\ ihc 
actual past that, to M>nic 
extent, she is able to pick up 
certain vibes from. For 
instance, she is able to 
achieve a sense of the peo- 
ple who once inhabited 
now -old-house > (an experi- 
ence that new bouses can- 
not evoke in her. because — 
since they have not been 
inhabited — their walls and 
other physical structures 
have not absorbed and 
stored any emunatory sound 
or other energy i. Visiting 
this exhibit may not neces- 
sarily impart a feeling of the 
metaphysical to the viewer, 
as such, but it is certainly 
most intriguing and 
thought-provoking that the 
artist who produced the art- 
work contained therein, did 
so very much with Universe 
with Man in Mind. 

The exhibition is held at 
the Jordanian Plastic 
Artists Association, Jabal 
A! Lmveibdeh, Nadim A1 
Mallalt St. (Tel: 623297). 
and closes on Oct. 31. 
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e .. . . h^r-inved performer, sines to an audience in Alexander the Great’s amphitheatre in the 

Sul 'ffnr thousands of Iraqis squeeze onto the strep stone steps to watch I Reuter photo! 


By Dominic Evans 
Reuter 

BABYLON, Iraq ■— In 
Alexander the Great's 
amphitheatre in the ancient 
city of Babylon, thousands 
of Iraqis squeeze onto the 
sreep stone steps. 

Many have waited hours. 
Some paid ticket touts 
4.000 dinars (S2.60) — half 
a state worker’s monthly 
wage — to get in. 

All of them sit impatiently 
under the stars, waiting. 

Then a white-suited figure 
struts into the spotlight. The 
theatre erupts in a "thunder 
of applause. 

Kazem A1 Sahir, Iraq's 
best-loved performer and 
“ambassador of song,” 
launches into his repertoire, 
and for two mid half hours a 
few thousand Iraqis leave 
their troubles behind. 

“Your whole body is 
beautiful." Kazem croons. 
"Wash me in hail.** he sighs. 
"Who made, you so hard- 
hearted?" Men and women 
are on their feet dancing, 
singing and clapping. 

Some wave huge Iraqi 
flags in (he evening breeze, 
lending the amphitheatre an 


atmosphere half-way bet- 
ween football stadium and 
concert halt. 

“You deserve it. you 
deserve it." they chant when 
the youthful looking singer 
accepts a gift of a tradition- 
al Arab luLe. or oud. from 
the concert organisers. 

Women shout his name 
and squeal when he 
approaches the front of the 
stage. 

"Kazem is the hest. 
Everybody loves him." says 
I brali ini Qusay. a student 
from Man sour University 
who made the SO-kilometre 
trip from Baghdad for the 
night's performance. 

For Iraqis. Kazem's con- 
cert is the highlight of the 
two- week Babylon Festival, 
annual showpiece of 
President Saddam 

Hussein's defiance of 
Baghdad's international iso- 
lation since it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Performers came to this 
year’s Babylon Festival 
from more than 20 coun- 
tries. including Chinese 
acrobats, a dance troupe 
from India, a Neapoliian 
theatre company and folk 
dancers front Tajikistan. 


The political message is 
clear. 

"Lift the inhuman sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq. That 
is the call of all those who 
took part in the Babylon 
Festival.” Thani Suedi. a 
poet from rhe Gulf state of 
the United .Arab Emirates, 
told the dosing session ear- 
lier this month. 

Babylon itself is a symbol 
of Iraq's defiance of strin- 
gent United Nations sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq six 
years ago. 

Many of irs ancient monu- 
ments have been rebuilt 
during the sanction years, 
including Kazem’s concert 
venue, the amphitheatre of 
Macedonian warrior king 
Alexander the Great who 
died in Babylon in 323 B.C. 

Just down the road stands 
a gateway of blue and gold 
glazed brick, a scaled-down 
copy of (he great gate of 
Nebuchadnezzar. built 
2,500 years ago and home 
to the Hanging Gardens of 
Babylon, one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient 
world. 

Through the gateway 
crowds flock to a perfor- 
mance by Iraqi oud player 


Majed Abdul Razzaq in 
Nebuchadnezzar's rebuilr 
throne room. 

Saddam, copying Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s trait of self- 
promotion, had his name 
stamped on the bricks used 
tor Babylon’s, reconstruc- 
tion. 

"From Nebuchadnezzar to 
Saddam Hussein, Babylon 
invokes its glories on the 
path of jihad and glorious 
devlopment”, the Ve-ma! 
programme declare-.. 

Bui for many Iraqis, 
whose living standard - tum- 
bled after international 
sanctions from petro-dollar 
affluence to poverty, politi- 
cal defiance of (he sanctions 
takes second place to ■ the 
fare opportunity for some 
fun. 

"Kazem, Kazem. 

Kazem." roars the crowd in 
the amphitheatre. 

“We lost so much front the 
sanctions. This is our 
chance to enjoy ourselves.” 
says Sawsan. an engineer at 
Iraq's state leievhii -a. 
swaying to the irresistible 
rhythms of Kazem’s music. 
“For a few minutes, we can 
forget everything the." 
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Medical patients, athletes and even filmmakers are to benefit from a rubber suit (above) that measures 
human motion electronically 

Electronic suit that can 
tailor medical treatment 


THE NEOPRENE mo- 
dular suit, called Data- 
wear, is studded with up 
to 200 sensors that moni- 
tor joint and muscle 
movement The informa- 
tion obtained by each sen- 
sor goes to a remote com- 
puter that assesses the 
actual condition of the 
patient 

The highly accurate sys- 
tem, designed by Frank 
Edwards of TCAS Effects 
Limited, Wales, can 
detect the exact muscle 
affected, thus enabling a 
treatment regime to be 
devised for the patient 
The suit can be worn 
whenever the need arises 


to check the healing 
progress of the patient's 
injury. 

The computer repre- 
sents the information 
received as plots on a 
graph or as a 3D image 
which has the advantage 
of enabling doctors and 
physiotherapists to see in 
real time how the joint is 
performing from any 
viewing angle. 

The graph show how 
each part of the body is 
performing in motion. 
This is ah invaluable aid 
for athletes, such as high- 
jumpers, who will be 'able 
to improve their tech- 
nique — for example. 


learning how much 
weight they are placing 
on one ankle at take-off. 
And hip-replacement 
patients can determine 
how well their new joint is 
working. The system can 
also be adapted to helping 
lame race-horses. 

The animation industry 
has not been neglected. 
Recently, the suit success- 
fully tested software 
linked to 3D Studio (the 
industry's leading com- 
puter package) enabling 
an experienced animator 
to generate 20 seconds of 
character movement 
automatically from col- 
lected data in just five 


minutes — traditional 
techniques would have 
taken over an hour. 

Stage directors can have 
more than one performer 
monitored simultaneous- 
ly, interacting while 
recording the data in the 
same data stream, ensur- 
ing perfect synchronisa- 
tion. The quality of 
detailed data frees the 
computer, allowing pro- 
grammers to use more of 
the processing capacity, 
for graphics — London 
Press Ser-vice. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


SANCTITY 
By Chuck Deodene 


5 Kay 

9 Baaing great 
Had 

14 Oaaitioaded 

15 Judicial 

proeM*ms 

20 Mafia boss 

21 Flooded 

22 Cache ol riches 

23 Paoof maasuTO 

24 route 
DM* 1959 

27 Modify 

29 Ewfora 

30 Coral Wo 

31 TrjSng amourt 

32 Taw ol town 
35 Ey, doctor be*d 
39 '90s TV sans 

42 Taira can ol 

43 Colo radon 


S WfcJ cat 

3 Thal/onusda 
. Mto* e.g. 

4 Traatefe 

5 CD-flOM uaors 
9 Bit ol granola 

7 Ton water on 

8 Gravofly voiced 

9 Tamo" ctngor. 

ID OvOfwhrtns 
ti Sou 0 tf office 

12 Fugitive 

13 Stimulated, aa 
interest 

U Movie about 
couagagradB 
15 Papal vestment 
IS Archer 1 * naed 
17 Zu Zaal saw 

IS Nog. ki Spain 

25 Eraeton 

26 Flue Mch* 


44 Goman 
number 

45 BeSol 

47 Raangboal 

49 Giant 

52 Camemonor 
nutmeg, a. g. 

55 Name m Cuba 

56 Renowned 
Partfan 
dastpwr 

50 Lane 

62 Folk tala* 

53 Inflatable boats 

64 Pern 

66 Sdisubl. 

«9 Hestara 
sounds 

70 Consulted 

71 Seasonal 


26 Sticky 
com poinds 

33 Rotaudlon room 

34 Lamb s mom 
36 Sugw suflbt 

36 Sound ol impact 

37 Bylaw 

39 Cry out 

40 Rental agreement 

41 — nomot 

46 Tear asunder 
46 Operative's oig 
4g Tenth US 
presktonl 

50 Tusk material 

51 Lacorac 

52 Mora eacure 

53 American 
HevoUkmary 
amoral 

54 KMOAorg. 

57 Refuse 

59 Woodworking 

machine 


73 Dek bread 

74 RaCgtous 

75 Buenos — 

77 Quay 

76 Foe of Laver and 
Cannon 

79 1990 cataclysm 

Me 

82 Cnctanvam 

95 ■Jungle Fevet* 
actor Daws 

86 Cancan voBz 

87 Winery bumefe 
66 Mote amend* 

91 Ajar 

93 Verse or lortn 
Starter 

94 — hcogrcte 

96 Martyr wMie 
February least 

«*ay 

69 Panel French 
Potynoaia 

60 Plumed tear 

61 Patnestraw 
66 Ute the VHtoga 

66 The T empest - 
sprite 

67 Legal remits 

68 6 l>!ny hnb 

70 CVy opoeeia the 
Gateway Arch 

75 Caioeof ddea 

76 Owes response 

77 Factory 

78 Floating 
menage rte 

SO Expktta 

91 Social calendar 
■at 

92 Wind-driven 
clouds 

83 "Cflizon— * 

94 Egyptian deity 
68 Craltsperson 


103 Lays waste to 

105 Take oflens® 

106 Boston s Rad - 

107 Water wheat 

108 Oaradevi act 

110 Kin 

112 London 
landmark 

118 Biool 
remembrance 

1 19 AyakAah'a 
subject 

120 One-cBlad 
plants 

121 Freedom trom 
worry 

122 War chib 

123 Musical 
ensemotes 

124 Far ouu 

125 Jola de vrvra 

129 — Rabbtl 


89 Sweet stud 

90 Wealem 
Hemisphere gp. 

91 —Miss 

32 Anmoi enefeaure 
95 Jazzman Hlnaa 
97 Factual 
99 Buyer ol goods 

99 Ster-teiaiad 

100 Weefftar map feta 

101 Begmer 

102 English 
cammMleay 

104 — oft 

rmtermUMntfy) 

108 atotdjia 

109 Liouionara Ko(ah 
nt Uauaoiaum 

- H 2 Retattve 

113 Singing syfabto 

114 Mytrcal poor 

115 MuslmcMel 

119 CUe — buOtn 
117 Author Oaighton 
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Di agraml es s, 17x17 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 Singer Davis 
4 Bn* of yam 
9 Snath 

9 —and sook 
10 Mo. 

13 Syrthfrtic tabrre 

15 Endkoiasx 

16 — Wy 

16 Without e&corl 

19 Goiter's gadpoia 

20 Mantra Horn 

21 Found 

DOWN 

1 Singer Haggard 

2 Dote out 

3 Cartwncoov 

4 Largs Country 

house 
G Roto** 

6 McOutgor 
Utgu 

7 Mantes 
B Toiitass 

amphibian 

10 Mowea aweUy 


23 Moving about 

24 Dona — lurn 

25 Patptosed 

29 ShebMy dotted 
chdd 

32 From a dstance 

33 Arched 

passageways 
37 Food atom 
36 —Granite 

39 Sbtigad 
ne m s ne nt 


11 Sg name in rock 

12 Mas or Buddy of 
botdng 

14 Peaches 

16 Anihradto. o g 

17 Too 

22 newscaster 
BtOkaw 

25 Hair style 

26 Spasmodic 
movomom 

27 Pom remodea 


40 Across State of 
dd 

42 Suongwitnd 

43 James Doan 
movie 

46 S w nn r s ip be true 

50 — Vagas 

St Ffch 

52 Devoted 

57 Graspeig 
device 

58 Gcdoge bukflng 


2fl Unite of ernrgv 

29 GoodMwf 

30 Party 

31 Pass out 

34 Pee 

35 Author Gardner 

36 Observed 
je Singer Mana 
4i Used b chair 

44 Card game 

45 Trend 

46 Mate flor) 


60 Comedian 
Judy 

81 Win by — 

62 Opera arte 

63 Encybncrtni 
54 FranMnce 

Vimen 

69 Snget Amas 
69 Always 

67 Arctic 

transport 

68 GLmgor color 

47 Tarber 
proygedon 

48 Labds 
46 Betedss 

51 Pmctm 

52 Come lo right 

53 Prank 

54 Traaswo — 

55 Tenrwialod 

56 Forest detvzon 
58 Fathars 

99 Russian City 


Last Woefe’a Cryptoframa 

1. Moan old doe grnba meaty bone* belonging to tioy little 
alligator. 

2. Naughty old stripper'a motto: Don't simply stand there. 
Undo something. 

3. Possums live an average of l tiro o yeara; only long enough 
(o find a paved road. 

4. Many beautiful brides could make error of thinking they 
can groom their grooms. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

l.JPBDB LHQLKEY T0TZ SCA YESVPfCBT 
HLVCRA EX QMWLEAM QMT VEZZB iPQTW 
PY VTPUY XL W P XEUU JTTD. - By Earl Ireland 


2.QURSQ RX VUWQIXQZY VQTRK QZ AY 
XUAYH ZR YRUSWKYWH HAWYWU PW TUAWH 
A K V a PAZ TRMil VUQK XMQ1VZ. — By Ri la Sal veto 


3. M YZROG DMEfiVOG Af MCEPFN GOT DRAGND 
BUGi “PAY MON E'Z DROITE 19 ZP VETO 1 


ETPOGENUIBO!' 


— By K.C. Dojlr 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 


4.RBP SHAKING ORB IDCHIF ARCH EHNE1U 
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— By Ed Hoddlcson 


Lasers, lipids will cure 
cancers, mind disorders 


By Neil Winton 
Reuter 

BREASLETE, Isle Of 
Lewis, Scotland — Id less 
than 20 years, inoperable 
tumours will be cured by a 
laser beam penetrating deep 
into the body and activating 
a cancer killin g compound. 

And perhaps sooner than 
this, cancers, diabetes, skin 
diseases, and psychiatric 
disorders will all be tackled 
successfully by an under- 
standing of how the bodies' 
lipids work. 

This is the vision of Dr. 
David Horrobin, chief exec- 
utive of pharmaceuticals 
firm Scotia Holdings. If this 
comes to pass millions of 
patients will be cured and 
his company and sharehold- 
ers suitably enriched. 

Scotia is one of many 
small pharmaceuticals com- 
panies seeking to break into 
the big league by develop- 
ing new drugs. 

These companies are kept 
alive by investors pumping 
in money in the hope that 
the short-term gamble will 
pay off with big long-term 
g ains when “blockbuster" 
drugs are discovered. 

Scotia says it is different 
from most of these research 
based companies, many of 
which seek drugs from bio- 
technology. as it has solid 
revenues and profits from a 
range of over-the-counter 
pharmaceuticals and nutri- 
tional supplements. 

But Scotia still managed 
to lose £9.2 million (S 14.31 
million) in the half year 


ending in June 30. Sales 
were "£7.5 million (SKI-35 
million). 

Dr. Horrobin. who held 
academic medical posts in 
Britain. Kenya, and Canada 
before heading Scotia, 
questions the preoccupation 
with biotechnology. 

Biotechnology, where sci- 
entists manipulate living 
organisms to seek cures for 
diseases or the improve- 
ment of crops, worries the 
public which suspects it 
might cause more harm than 
good. 

“I think there have been 
too many science fiction 
stories of genetic manipula- 
tion and cloning. I think it 
will take a long time before 
they (the public) are really 
satisfied that this is a benign 
technology that doesn't 
have a potential for disas- 
ter.” said Dr. Horrobin in an 
interview. 

He was talking in his 
office overlooking one of 
Scotland's many scenic 
lochs at the company’s new 
plant about 32 kilometres 
west of Stornoway in the 
outer Hebrides, a few hun- 
dred metres from the 4,000- 
year-old standing stones of 
Callanish. 

Scotia opened a £6 mil- 
lion research and produc- 
tion facility^ there this 
month. 

Treating cancers with 
light-activated drugs is 
called photodynamic thera- 
py- 

“This is a technology 
which treats cancer with 
drugs which are inherently 


harmless, but which accu- 
mulate in the cancer and 
which can (hen be activated 

by light. 

“After concentrating in 
the cancer cells you have a 
situation where most of the 
drug is in the cancer cells, 
and* very little in rest of the 
body. 

"If you then shine the 
right wavelength of light on 
the tissue, the light act i\ ales 
the drug, that makes the 
drug toxic and because it is 
in the cancer cells they die. 
and because it is not in the 
normal cells the normal 
cells are not affected." be 
said. 

Scotia is developing Fos- 
can. a photodynamic drug, 
which should be available 
by 1998. Some cancers 
caught in the early stages of 
development will be taigei- 
ted by this treatment But it 
will be up to 20 years before 
it becomes an allround cure. 

“We are working on ultra- 
light sensitive drugs where 
the light that you could 
shine through a person's 
whole body could activate 
that drug. 

"So looking 15. 20 years 
down the line, you'd inject 
the drug. Two days later 
you’d put the patient into a 
iight box for 10 minutes, the 
light would activate the 
drag, and the cancer cells 
anywhere in the body would 
be eliminated. 

“You could put this right 
into the middle of the brain, 
or right into the liver, or 
anywhere." Dr. Horrobin 
said. 


The study of lipids also 
promises to be a successful 
arc j for new pharmaceuti- 
cals. 

“What convinces us dial 
we arc right is that if 
look at the academic work! 
es cry decent university 1 ® 
the world has a re*eanjj 
group looking ai the biting, 
ical actions *>f lipids." D*. 
Horrobin added. 

Lipids arc fats wh& 
make up the cell membrtac 
and regulate almost all ceB 
functions. Most pharmaceu- 
tical companies' produefe 
act on proteins, or genes. 
Scotia is almost alone jn 
seeking cures via lipids. 

“We think that the thou- 
sand or so lipids that you 
find in the cel! membranes 
are excellent targets 
drug action." he continued 
"The existing industry real- 
ly doesn't look at that at aft, 
\Ve think the evidence is 
really building up very 
strongly that wc are right. 

"So i think -lie whole urea 
of dermatology, diabetes, 
cancer — all of tne\e arc 
where lipids are very impor- 
tant. And finally, and per- 
haps the most important a 
all. is psychiatry. 

“Because the brain f? 60 
per cent by weight lipid our 
brains are basically tat 
organs nnd they've got 
roughly ! .000 differew 
types of lipid, each doing 
something different and 
specific, and what we are 
aiming to do is target drugs 
to particular aspects of 
those lipid function-.” 


Wonder gas may ease ills 
from impotence to angina 


By Paul Mylrea 
Reuter 

BIRMINGHAM. England 
— A gas which is a toxic 
ingredient of acid rain is 
being dubbed a “wonder 
molecule” by scientists who 
believe it may offer help to 
sufferers of everything from 
impotence to arthritis and 
angina. 

Professor Salvador Mon- 
cada told Britain's annual 
Science Festival that re- 
searchers were only just 
learning how to harness the 
“wonder molecule" — nit- 
ric oxide gas — after a re- 
search breakthrough 

showed the body produced 
it naturally. 

Nitric oxide is pumped 
out of vehicle exhausts, 
reacting with oxygen in the 
air to form nitrous oxide, a 
toxic brown gas which at- 
tacks the lungs and skin. 

But pioneering research 
over the last decade has 


shown that cells in the body 
also produce the gas. which 
plays a key and until recent- 
ly unsuspected role in con- 
trolling blood flows. 

The gas dilates blood ves- 
sels, regulating blood pres- 
sure. It also plays a key role 
in the brain, potentially 
explaining key aspects of 
memory, and in the gastro- 
intestinal tracL 

Prof. Moncada says a bet- 
ter understanding of how 
the doctors can use the gas 
could eventually provide 
remedies for angina and hy- 
pertension. premature deliv- 
ery in childbirth, inflamma- 
tory diseases like arthritis, 
and even irritable bowel 
syndrome. 

But Prof. Moncada. from 
University College, Lon- 
don, said the first applica- 
tion will be for septic shock, 
when the body is over- 
whelmed by infection — 
particularly after surgical 
procedures — and blood 


pressure collapses, often 
fatally. 

In septic shock, excessive 
amounts of nitric oxide is 
produced. But trials in three 
London hospitals which 
could be completed by the 
end of this year show : that 
blood pressure can be sta- 
bilised by blocking its pro- 
duction. 

With around 200.000 peo- 
ple a year suffering septic 
shock in the United States 
and Europe alone — of 
whom 40 per cent or more 
die — Prof. Moncada said 
the trial offers hope of com- 
bating what he called "the 
nightmare of any clinician 
(doctor).'* 

Treatments involving the 
gas are also being tested as 
a cure for male impotence, 
after the discovery that 
nitric oxide is crucial for an 
erection. Prof. Moncada 
said. 

The irony in current re- 
search is that treatments 


Diabetics more likely 
to suffer angioplasty 
complications 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Nine years after undergoing 
angioplasty, diabetics have double the death rate of non- 
diabetics. according to a study published in the American 
Heart Association's journal Circulation. 

More diabetics required repeat angioplasty — the surgi- 
cal process in which a tiny balloon is pushed through 
cholestoral-afflicted blood vessels — and diabetics were at 
higher risk for heart attacks. 

The study reveals that nine years after undergoing the 
procedure, which is designed to avert a potential heart 
attack, the death rate for diabetics was around 36 per cent 
— twice that of non-diabetics. 

“It doesn t mean that (diabetics) shouldn’t receive thera- 
py: it just means that perhaps we need to develop a differ- 
ent treatment regimen.” according to study lead author 
David Faxon, head of cardiology at the University of 
Southern California in Los Angeles. 

Co-author Kevin Kip credits technological advances in 
medicine for having reduced the number of angioplasty- 
related complications, but adds “the long-term prognosis 
for diabetic angioplasty patients is still markedly worse 
than for the non-diabetics.” 

The National Heart, Lung amf Blood Institute study fol- 
lowed 281 diabetics and 1,833 non-diabetics who under- 
went the life-saving procedure at one of 16 medical centres 
nationwide. 

According to an editorial in the same issue by Sheldon 
Goldberg of Philadelphia's Jefferson Medical College, 
doctors should be especially careful when treating diabet- 
ics, and consider alternatives to angioplasty. 

Dr. Goldberg advises doctors to consider bypass surgery, 
special coils paced in blood vessels that widen them and 
keep them open, or the use of new drugs that may reduce 
complications. 


using- ni trio- oxide have bewr 
in use for over a century, ton 
doctors did not understand 
the real reason \vn> they 
worked. 

Aim i nitrate and nitro- 
glycerine. used to treat angi- 
na. both reiy on tiicir trans- 
formation to nitric oxide in 
the body, a tact only discov- 
ered in recent scars. 

But the body rapidly- 
builds up a tolerance to.- 
nitroglycerine. tind new na- 
derstanding of how nitric 
oxide works could provide 
bener drugs. Prof Moncach 
said. 

"That's the way science 
goes." he added. “You fiSd 
something, then you don’t 
understand how you pre- 
tended to understand some- 
thing. and then it becomes a 
natural part of the present 
explanation of things... But 
this is really amazinc.” 


ANSWERS 

PUZZLES 


1. Trowel. 

2. Andiron. 

3. Shako. 

4. Crosier 


5. Tom-tom. 


6. Snow-shoe. 


* * * * 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


I -The wild clemati. 


• The control column of an aeroplane - "i 

I \ ■hraws on. brightly-coloured balls. ~ 

A kind of teacake that is served hot. — 


3. Singapore. 


4. A vegetable, something like an artichoke. 

5. Hydrogen. 

6. Seventy-eight feet 
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European guidance, expertise and assistance are still 
needed if the idea of peace is to transform our region; both 
the letter and the spirit of commitments must be respected 
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His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hasson, in a speech 
at Sorbonne University in 
Paris. Oct. 21, 1996, said 
that comprehensive and just 
peace in the Middle East 
can only be achieved hv 
observance of United 
Nations resolutions 242 
and 33S. under the formula 
of land for peace. 

Following is the full text of 
Prince Hassan s speech: 




ea 

> 8 


It is a great pleasure to be 
here with you today. The 
Iasi time 1 had the opportu- 
«nity to visit the Sorbonne 
'Hit- was spring 1994. Baruch 
■•1 Goldstein's massacre of 
•. Muslim worshippers in 
. t , : ’ Hebron was still fresh in 
our memories. Many at the 
.. ; ; time thought that the peace 

.. process would be irre- 
.J versibly derailed. However, 
the tragedy acted as a srim- 
' ulus to further and deeper 
negotiation. 

In the past weeks and 
months, the peace process 
has encountered some of 
the most serious challenges 
in its history. The pace of 
events is so unpredictable 
that what we say today may- 
be out of date tomorrow. I 
would therefore like in this 
brief statement to focus 
upon the broad outlines of 
peace making and peace 

’ building: but l will be 

^-“ihappy to discuss particular 
1 ? issues of concern in the 
■?u>- — !; ( time set aside for discus- 

.• sion. 

The first point that needs 
to be made is that underly- 
•; mg realities do not change. 

7*4 1 Conflict has been the ruin 
? i of the region. It has pre- 
vented every single country 
from fulfilling if§ potential: 
and it has denied every sin- 
gle individual the basic 
right to a life free from fear 
and full of hope. 

Conflict is the wav of the 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan Monday delivers a speech at Sorbonne University in 
Paris 




past. It must not be the way 
of the future. 

A new Arjb-lsraeli war is 
simply not worth contem- 
plating for any party, 
regional or international. 
We all have a vital interest 
in preventing such a cata- 
strophic situation. 

I do not believe that there 
will be another Arab-lsraeli 
war. But any scenario 
which fails to address the 
underlying problems of the 
region would be equally 
disastrous. A return to the 
"no- war. no-peace" stasis 
that preceded the present 
peace process would 
destroy the economies of 
the region no less surely 
than a war. It would remove 
from the region the possi- 
bility , of." .international 
investment, and it would 
undermine what stability 
and confidence we have 
managed to build up. 


My first point is therefore 
that there remains no viable 
alternative to peace. The 
question is thus not: Where 
are we going’? The question 
is: How do we get there? 

The second point that I 
would like to make con- 
cerns how we get there. If 
the bulk of public opinion 
in Israel supports the notion 
of peace based on agreed 
principles, as it does: and if 
the peoples of the Arab 
World still yearn for a com- 
prehensive. just and lasting 
peace, as they do: then such 
a peace must be our com- 
mon and over-riding objec- 
tive. All panics in the 
region will have to look 
beyond day-to-day events 
towards this long-term 
objective, and deal with the 
situation _ at hand on that 
basis. 

If is of course essential 
that all parties honour their 


agreements. These should 
not and cannot be renegoti- 
ated. If we are to build con- 
fidence, both the letter and 
the spirit of commitments 
must be respected. The for- 
mula of land for peace, 
expressed in U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 and 
33S. remains vital. 

I know that many of you 
have particular questions on 
issues of substance, such as 
the status of Jerusalem. I 
will address these fully in 
the discussion that follows. 
For now it is sufficient to 
assure you that Jordan will 
exert all possible efforts to 
support the Palestinian peo- 
ple in the pursuit of their 
historic and legitimate 
rights in their own national 
homeland... . ... 

Rejecrionists on all sides 
will seek to impede 
progress in the difficult 
days and months ahead. 


They will play on the fears 
of {heir people, and they 
will do their urmost to tum 
back the tide of gradual 
progress that has been e red- 
ing mutual mistrust and 
suspicion. They must not be 
allowed to succeed, for they 
offer no alternative and no 
future. 

The political process of 
negotiation — bilateral and 
multilateral — must there- 
fore be intensified. It must 
be backed up by the eco- 
nomic process of peace 
building, as embodied in 
the MENA summit process, 
the Barcelona process and 
so on. It must be backed up 
by the cultural process of 
reconciliation and mutual 
understanding, as embodied 
in the inierfaith dialogues 
that we in Jordan have 
sponsored for many years 
now. And it must be backed 
up by a security and coop- 
eration process. 

Security cannot be 
exchanged for peace, for 
they ore two sides of the 
same coin. Security can 
only be achieved as a result 
of comprehensive, just and 
lasting peace. However, last 
month's tragedies have 
highlighted our desperate 
need for new ways to dis- 
cuss security and coopera- 
tion. 

This brings me to my 
third point. 1 believe we can 
only fulfill this need if we 
can find a credible regional 
discourse. This does not 
mean building a new Mid- 
dle East, but bringing the 
old Middle East into a new- 
world. 

A credible regional dis- 
course must be underpinned 
by a sense of corporate 
identity, and the rights and 
obligations entailed in 
being part of the region. A 
code of conduct, compris- 
ing simple but obligatory 


ground rules, must be artic- 
ulated to specify these 
rights and obligations. Such 
a code of conduct might 
include respect for national 
borders, rejection of vio- 
lence. cooperation on secu- 
rity and economic matters, 
willingness to participate in 
structured regional dia- 
logue. democralisation and 
respect for human rights. 


a. 


C A credible region- 
al discourse must 
not make the inter- 
ests of any party 
subsidiary to the 
interests of any 
other. A zero sum 
game in which 
each state seeks to 
secure its own nar- 
rowly-defined 
short-term inter- 
ests against those 
of every other state 
would have no 
winners. The 
losers would be the 
people of the 
region and their 
long-term inter- 
ests, for a peace on 
such a basis would 
have no roots or 
foundations . ” 


The process would be 
facilitated by establishing 
credible consultative mech- 
anisms for structured 


regional dialogue, loosely 
based on succcsstul 
international models such 
as CSCE and OECD. Such 
mechanisms are not con- 
ceived as a substitute for 
the peace process, but u.s u 
complement. They would 
provide fora in which to 
address the common prob- 
lems of the region in 
international idiom. 

Although this can begin 
with sub-regional units, it 
should eventually involve 
all the regional players 
without exclusion in 
addressing all the issues 
without exception. 

A credible regional dis- 
course must not make the 
interests of any party sub- 
sidiary. to the interests of 
any other. A zero sum game 
in which each state seeks to 
secure its own narrowly- 
defined short-term interests 
against those of ever}- other 
state would have no win- 
ners. Tlie losers would be 
the people of the region and 
their long-term interests, 
for a peace on such u basis 
would have no roots or 
foundations. 

Instead uf subsidiarity, a 
credible regional discourse 
would build upon comple- 
menturies. It would seek to 
improve living conditions 
for all across ihe region 
without discrimination or 
exclusion, on the basis of a 
genuine understanding of 
our inter-dependence on a 
range of inter-connected 
issues. Clusters of issues 
such as water, energy and 
the environment; health, 
education and civil society; 
and the speemtm of human 
rights must all be addressed 
in an ; inter-disciplinary and 
trans-national manner. This 
is because they all impact in 
an inter-connected way 
upon the living conditions 
and human dignity of indi- 


viduals. wheret ci they ate 
in the region. 

Some of you might think 
that the objective* ! luve 
just outlined arc matter-, for 
ihe distant future, not mat- 
ters of direct relevance to 
the immediate task- at 
hand. But us I have argued, 
we must cleave to a long- 
term vision if we ere to 
chan a clear and con-r-aeni 
course through the turbu- 
lence of day-to-day events. 

This vision must be 
informed b\ a regional per- 
spective. for in today \ 
world, there is no longer 
any room for the partisan 
and the parochial. There is 
room only for those who 
cun communicate and coop- 
erate with each other. There 
is room only for those who 
base their every action on 
devotion to the idea of 
peace. 

Through centuries of 
bloodshed and war. ihe peo- 
ples of Europe resisted this 
idea. But in our own times, 
it has broken down barriers 
across the continent. Today, 
the peoples of the Middie 
East are undergoing the 
same process. The " EU\ 
moral influence, as a body 
that lias overcome divisions 
as bitter as those which sep- 
arate Arabs and Israelis, can 
help our region overcome 
the legacy of conflict. Euro- 
pean guidance, expertise 
and assistance are still 
needed if the idea of peace 
is to transform our region. I 
remain confident that it can 
be done. For in the words of 
Victor Hugo; “Oil resiste a 
1* invasion des armees; on 
ne resiste pas a I' invasion 
dcs idees." 

“A stand can be made 
against invasion by an 
army; no stand can be made 
against invasion by an 
idea." 


King warns against rise of extremism in Middle East 
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(Continued from page 1) 

*6re Party to power. 

Voicing full support for 
the government of Mr. 
Kabariti. he said Jordan 
was about to have a com- 
prehensive review of the 
democratisarion process 
started in 1989 in "the 
direction of more democ- 
racy.” 

On the possibility of any 
government reshuffle. 
King Hussein stressed that 
"at the current stage there 
is no possibility of change 
. or reshuffle." 

. He commended the per- 
forma nee of the oppo.si- 
' tion Islamic movement 

during the disturbances 
which took place in the 
south in August, but said 
the opposition parties 
should respect what he 
termed as “the principled 
stands of the Jordanian 
policy" in case they want 
to take part in any govern- 
ment in the future. 

following is a Jordan 
Times translation of major 
segments of the interview: 
QUESTION: How do 
you view the course of 
recent developments after 
the Washington meeting 
especially with regard to 
.Israeli Prime Minister 
Benvamin 1 Netanvahu? 
ANSWER: In fact I was 
rery concerned over the 
A?hole situation. Since the 
. assassination of Rabin, we 
. ^Hvitarted feeling that the 
; . * * extremists are dictating 
heir will on the arena, 
rhe Israelis are obsessed 
vith the feeling that they 
ire in need to be reassured 
>ver their security, their 
safely and their future. But 
)n the other side the Arabs 
ire in need of regaining 
heir rights in full fore- 
nost of whom are the 
^estinians who seek to 
eesrablish their right on 
heir national soil. 

Q; What about 
Netanyahu? 

A: The problem with 

Netanyahu is that what 


has been agreed on was 
not implemented so far. In 
this situation, there was a 
need for the Washington 
meeting and it was neces- 
sary' for me to express 
myself clearly and frankly 
about these topics. I aired 
my views there. I believe 
that my views have left a 
deep impression well 
taken by Netanyahu and 
understood by all present. 
The summit was also an 
opportunity' for discussing 
Jordanian-Palestinian 
issues because the Pales- 
tinian brothers had linger- 
ing doubts in the past 
about Jordan and its inten- 
tions. Perhaps we had not 
had the chance in the past 
to address the Americans 
and the Israelis and the 
other parties in the same 
language I used at the 
summit. 

Q: What exactly did you 
sav? 

A: What I said was 

timely and much of it has 
been leaked. 

Q; Is there any indica- 
tion that positive results 
will come out of that sum- 
mit? 

A: I believe that the 

efforts will be crowned 
with success, God willing. 

Q; What was the mes- 
sage you intended to send 
out by visiting Jericho? 

A: It was a visit to Pales- 
tine as I recognise the 
right of its people on their 
national soil. Jericho is 
part of that Palestinian 
land and 1 believe that the 
visit to Jericho has left a 
deep impression. I was 
overwhelmed by warm 
feelings of affection and 
appreciation by my broth- 
ers. The message was that 
1 support the Palestinian 
brothers and leadership 
and to express our true 
feel in as and solidarity 
with them not only in 
Washington but on the 
ground " and everywhere 
until they regain their 
rishts..Q: Was Arafat sat- 
isfied with the visit? 

A: I believe he was and 


he had visited us here and 
insisted on my making the 
visit to Jericho. 

Q: What were your per- 
sonal feelings since Jeri- 
cho was under your rule 
until 1967? 

A: I was very happy that 
Jericho was returned to 
Arab sovereignty and to 
its own people. We had 
inherited the responsibili- 
ty but the Palestinians 
wanted to shoulder their 
own responsibilities and 
we support them. We 
have no ambition in any 
Inch of the Palestinian 
land. We are partners and 
brothers building on solid 
foundations of mutual 
confidence despite 

attempts to harm this rela- 
tionship on both sides. 
God willing, we consider 
this a new serious begin- 
ning. The Jordanian- 
Palestinian unity emerged 
from Jericho and the 
national conference 
entrusted us with the 
Palestinian question and 
people. We have now 
handed over this trust to 
the elected Palestinian 
leadership and we intend 
to continue supporting 
this leadership to regain 
the people's rights in 
Palestine. 

Q; Do you fear real ten- 
sion in the region or per- 
haps a war in the light of 
the deadlock? 

A: What is dangerous is 
to reach a point where 
people lose hope and then 
deterioration could be 
accelerated. It is easy to 
destroy but difficult to 
construct. 

Q; How do you view the 
European role in the light 
of (French President 
Jacques) Chirac's visit? 

A; President Chirac is an 
old friend and we hope 
that he will support all our 
efforts to achieve a lasting 
peace. 

Q: What is Jordan's 
stand vis-a-vis the U.S- 
lsraeli refusal of a Euro- 
pean role? 

A: Franklv 1 do not 


believe that the U.S. 
rejects a European role, 
nor do I believe that the 
Europeans want to disre- 
gard the American posi- 
tion. 

Q: Has there been any 
change (in Jordan’s posi- 
tion; over Iraq in the light 
of the recent regional 
developments in the 
north? 

A: Our stand has not 
changed. We hope that 
Iraq will see the end of the 
tunnel and protect its land 
and unity and that the 
Iraqis will have the chance 
for dialogue so that Iraq 
can one day serve as a 
good example for others 
in terms of pluralism, 
respect of human rights 
. and democracy. 

Q: Has there been a 

change on relations? 

A; Nothing new. But 
we are concerned over 
further deterioration in the 
situation. Such develop- 
ment would pose a danger 
to all of us. We support 
Iraq's unity and territorial 
integrity. We hope the 
Iraqis will see the end of 
their sufferings soon. 

Q; Does Jordan see any 
chance to help rehabili- 
tate the Iraqi regime? 

A: Jordan cannot do that 
and does not claim to have 
the power for rehabilitat- 
ing any one. These 
regimes can rehabilitate 
themselves by themselves. 

Q: You used to say that 
let Washington tell us 
what it wants from Iraq, 
does it want to bring 
down its regime, does it 
refuse to deal with Iraq’s 
present regime. Did Amer- 
ica tell you what it wants? 

A: In my view the whole 
world did'not tell us exact- 
ly what it wants. Perhaps 
there is a reconsideration 
of policies adopted in the 
past years. 

Q; Were you informed 
about recent Syrian-Israeli 
negotiations: 

A: No. 

Q: Do you believe the 
Syrian statements that 


Syria and Israel agreed on 
a withdrawal to the pre- 
1967 lines? 

A; It came to my knowl- 
edge that documents were 
deposited in this matter 
with the U.S. but were not 
signed although they orig- 
inated in Israel. 'There 
were also Syrian-Israeli 
accords over the detailed 
negtiations; these too 
were not signed. But I am 
surprised that four years 
of American diplomau'e 
efforts between the two 
sides came to naught. I 
believe that the two sides 
came to an agreement on 
certain bases to build on 
and these should not be 
overlooked. 

Q: Can we say Syria 

lost its chance? 

A: History can only tell. 
Q; Two years have 
elapsed since the signing 
of the Jordan-Israel treaty. 
Do you believe the deci- 
sion for the treaty was 
taken at the right time? 

A: Yes. I do. It gave us 
what we had aspired for at 
the time. But peace 
should be comprehensive 
and therefore we hope dial 
the process will continue 
on all tracks. 

Q: Do you consider the 
treaty as a basic defence 
line for Jordan in the face 
of the Likud's ambitions? 

A; It is clear that for the 
first time we have a recog- 
nised international bound- 
aries. We 
land and water. 

Q: Do you believe that 
Rabin’s death is a loss? 

A: I believe he was a big 
loss and I believe he was 
the victim of the peace- 
making process. 

Q: How do you evalu- 
ate Jordaniaii-Gulf rela- 
tions? 

A: Thank God. they are 
back on track and 
stronger than ever. 

Q: was there a response 
from the Gulf about Jor- 
dan's proposals over secu- 
rity cooperation for the 
region? 

A: We never stopped 


regained our 


discussing security coop- 
eration and never stopped 
joint action with our 
brothers in this matter. 

Q: We have learnt that 
Jordan proposed security' 
cooperation for the Gulf 
was there any response? 

A: I believe Jordan has 
always regarded itself as 
a natural security depth 
for the Gulf. Soon we will 
witness joint exercises, 
and that will be the reply 
to the question. 

Q: Has there been a 
retreat of threats to Jordan 
following your meeting 
with President Assad in 
Cairo? 

A: Thank God it was a 
good meeting and the one 
in Damascus was even 
better 

Q: But we have not wit- 
nessed a follow-up to the 
Damascus meeting. 

A: We have not had the 
chance and it is only a 
matter of time. We are fol- 
lowing up on this matter 
and there are no problems 
in relations. 

Q; Do vou agree with 
Israel about allegations 
that Iran is destroying the 
peace process? 

A: As to Iran we did not 
have the chance for a 
direct dialogue at the 
highest level that would 
determine where each side 
stands. We hope to have a 
strong relationship with 
Iran. 

Q: How would you con- 
sider Jordanian-Turkish 
relations? 

A: Nothing new in these 
relations. 

Q: What do you mean by 
a reexamination of the 
Jordanian democratic 
process since I9S9? 

A: It is designed to 
achieve stronger democra- 
cy and more adherence to 
the National Charter and 
better government perfor- 
mance through coopera- 
tion from all sides. 

Q: What about some 

political groups instiga- 
tions against the govern- 


ment and the leadership? 

A: I remember saying at 
the start of democracy that 
we need 16 years to formu- 
late new and more accept- 
able situations. We need to 
see people more affiliated 
to their country' and to see 
elements that’ can better 
crystallise political parries 
life. 

Q; Are you satisfied with 
the government’s perfor- 
mance despite die recent 
bread riots? 

A; Yes. I support the 
government because I am 
informed about all its 
responsibilities and I 
know that it has been per- 
forming its duty and not 
shirking responsibilities in 
the face of the problems. 
This government has been 
keen on ensuring for the 
Jordanian citizens all their 
needs, and no one has 
been negatively affected 
by the measures in any 
way. This government has 
achieved a great deal 
despite inheriting a budget 
that restricted its moves 
and i ts work. We are 
approaching a new budget 
and we hope it will give" us 
mo men atm for the future. 

Q: Will there be a royal 
pardon on your birthday? 

A: This is a familiar 
practice from time to 
rime. 

Q: Will the amnesty 
cover those charged of 
slandering your leader- 
ship? 

A: It is premature to dis- 
cuss this subject. Howev- 
er, it is ironic to see some 
people unhappy at come- 
dy programme on televi- 
sion which do not offend 
any one directly or the 
country’s personalities 
whether in the govern- 
ment or in Parliament. It 
is strange to see their 
sharp reaction to the pro- 
grammes and to contrast 
this position with their 
stand vis-a-vis actual 
offence... I myself bore a 
great deal and tolerated 
offence directed at myself. 
Q; Is there any inten- 


tion for reconsidering the 
elections law? 

A: There is no alterna- 
tive to that. 

Q: What in your view is 
the best solution to the 
Palestine refugees ques- 
tion? 

A: This is one of rite 
problems that should be 
discussed at a later stage. 
But we consider all citi- 
zens as Jordanians enjoy- 
ing the same rights and 
shouldering same duties 
with any other Jordanian. 
Of course this does not 
make him forfeit his 
rights to leave the country' 
if he so decides. 

Q: Is there a chance for 
the Islamic Action Front 
to participate in the gov- 
ernment? 

A: At present there is no 
chance for reshuffling or 
substituting the govern- 
ment. Anyone wishing to 
be part of the mechanism 
for the future should 
respect the country’s prin- 
cipled stands and not to 
oppose them. 

Q: How do you appraise 
the performance of the 
country’s political parties 
in the democratic process? 

A: I have said time and 
again that overcrowding 
tends to impede move- 
ment. The parties should 
be affiliated to the King- 
dom and emanate from it. 

I believe it will be 

achieved in the cominc 
stage. 

Q: Do you have specific 
programmes for reforming 
the media? 

A: I believe there is a 
constant dialogue between 
the government and Par- 
liament In this respect we 
are trying to improve but 
there is also a feeling of 
dissatisfaction over what 
the weekly tabloids write 
because some create jin- 
goism in this country 
through the irresponsible 
behaviour and writings in 
the media. 
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Jordan’s greatest asset resides 
in the skill, talent and professional 
know-how of the people — World Bank 
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Following is the sec- 
ond of a four-part arti- 
cle that summarises a 
World Bank booklet 
which sheds light on 
the Jordanian econo- 
my. The first part was 
published Wednesday. 

AMMAN — “Of ail the 
challenges confronting Jor- 
dan. none is more crucial to 
future prosperity than the 
attempt to transform the 
regulated economy of the 
70s and 80s into a modem, 
market-oriented economy,” 
the World Bank said in a 
new booklet on the Jordan- 
ian economy. 

“This restructuring is 
essential to help reduce 
Jordan's dependence on 
foreign labour and official 
sources of external capital.” 
the bank stressed. 

Noting that Jordan's 
domestic market (and the 
population's modest per 
capita income) forces it to 
look outward to sustain 
economic growth, the 
booklet emphasised that 
the Kingdom's ongoing 
shift towards outward ori- 
entation holds the key to 
meeting future demands for 
job creation and investment 
opportunities that are vital 
to economic and social 
health. 

In analysing the Jordan- 
ian economy the bank 
wrote: 

At present, Jordan main- 
tains a high trade deficit, 
and a large proportion 
(over one third in recent 
years) of Jordan’s exports 
is derived from raw materi- 
als such as phosphates and 
potash. The ongoing 
process of privatisation, 
deregulation, and trade lib- 
eralisation is encouraging 
diversification of Jordan's 
exports. 

Although the natural 
resource base is limited, 
Jordan's educated work- 
force gives it the potential 
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to become a regional leader 
in businesses that rely on 
“human capital.” 

Tourism, telecommunica- 
tions, higher education, 
health, finance, and a wide 
range of other service 
industries are but a few 
examples of areas where 
the private sector in Jordan 
possesses a strong potential 
for growth. 

The government’s reform 
programme is already gen- 
erating positive results. 
Recent trade statistics indi- 
cate a narrowing of the 
import-export gap. and. 
just as importantly, the 
recent transport agreement 
with Israel is expected to 
open a large new market 
next door as Jordanian 
firms are well positioned to 
export to Israel and the 
West Bank and Gaza. 


Correction 


With a relatively low- 
wage but skilled labour 
force, it is becoming 
increasingly apparent that 
Jordan is a good place to 
invest in order to penetrate 
the new and potentially 
large regional markets. 

The booklet showed the 
involvement of the World 
Bank in the reform and 
adjustment programme by 
saying: 

The World Bank’s eco- 
nomic reform and develop- 
ment loan, which was 
approved in 1995. provided 
S80 million to help deepen 
and strengthen the govern- 
ment's economic adjust- 
ment programme. 

The loan supported Jor- 
dan's efforts to establish 
the outward-oriented trade 
environment and invest- 
ment-friendly business 


Due to an oversight, it was erroneously mentioned in Wfednesday's issue of the Jordan Times that 
die Kingdom’s exports were almost equal to those of Egypt when non-traditional exports are exclud- 
ed- The comet infonreakHi as stated by die senior Wcrid Bank official should be ihanbe expons 
were almost equal to those of Egypt when traditional exports are excluded. The Jordan Times regrets 
the error. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Egg-shaped 
6 “ — Around" 
(Beach Boys hit) 
10 Thin Man’s dog 

14 Word of 
welcome 

1 5 Munitions 

16 Some breads 

17 Where remedies 
are kept 

20 Not fem. or neut 

21 Architect 
Saarinen 

22 With 3D, book 
by 25A 

23 Caldwell’s 
“Tobacco—" 

25 Hemingway 

27 That ship 

28 Bed and 
breakfast 

29 Wrigley nine 

30 Kilmer poem 
32 College sports 

org. 

34 Explorer 
Johnson 

35 Conspiracy 

36 Canine cleaner? 

41 Exploit 

42 Play on words 

43 Arthritic 

44 Provide food 
service 

46 Stable mother 

47 Stole material 

48 Kirghiz city 

49 Early calculator 

51 Actor Danny De 

52 Employ 

53 Armored vehicle 

54 Baghdadi, e.g. 
56 Migratory bird of 

old 

61 Stead 

62 Soda server 

63 Healthcare 
provider 

64 Panache 

65 Words of 
approximation 

66 Painter’s 
undercoat 

DOWN 

1 Resistance unit 



by Chuck Deodene 

2 Churchill 
gesture 

3 See 22A 

4 Greek epic 

5 Physicians, for 
short 

6 Suffix with 
Orwell 

7 Superbowl II 
victors 

8 Hosts 

9 Russian 
autocrats 

10 Onassis, briefly 

1 1 Nylon, Orion, 
Dacron, etc 

12 Quaint giggle 

13 Oxeyes 

18 Frigid 

19 Container 

23 Husk kin 

24 Formerly 
26 Make haste 
31 Writer Jaffe 
33 Suit to — 

35 Evergreen 

stickum 

37 Infuse with gas 

38 Spiritual advisor 

39 Closed 


qgdquI 

□□BBB DBBI1 □□□□ 
BBBDD DQHH BBBB 
jBHHDEBBBBBB Djjji 
■ BBB QBB^H 
□□□□□□ □□□□ □□□ 
POIUQB □□□□ BBB 
PQBBaBBBBBQBDBB 
■■■■□BBB QBE3E3B 
MDEIHS DBBBDi 
■■BOB BBB ■ 
PBBDDBBBBQBBBOI 
BQBB □□□□ QDBQi 
□ODES BBDB BQQBP 
□BBB BBDB □□□□□ 
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40 Rookie 

44 Link, as rail cars 

45 Set upon 

46 Site of the 
Nativity 

50 Bluegrass 
instrument 

51 Indistinct 


55 Engagement 
signifier 

57 Solar system 
center 

58 Onetime MGM 
rival 

59 CIA forerunner 

60 Modernist 


environment needed to 
pave the way for a stronger 
export capacity and closer 
relations with international 
trading partners. It is part of 


(Continued on page 9) 


NewYork 
Ncr*york > 
London 
Frankfurt 


Coffee (c/lb«) 

. Coco# (S/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
,\Vh«t (S?ton) 
Soya (c/Ibs) 
Tea (stg/kg) 
Barley (S/bsh) 
• .Rice fS/ton) 


DOW JONES 
SAP. 500 

ft-se ion 

DAX 


Main Equity Indicics 

BE23H E 

S 6007.02 -5 

• 70249" . ^ 

4028.4 4 

~ \ .2699.53 -1 


6060.31 6007.02 6061.8 


| -0.72 1 2725.73 1 2696.94 j 2718.98 | 

* JOD Cross Rates 

US Dollar 0.708 0.710 

*■ GB Steriling . .1.1293 1.1.349 
DE Mark 0.4637 0-466 

CH Franc 03638 0-5661 

FR Franc 0.1371 0.1378 

JP Yen . 0.628 . 0.6311 

NL Guilder 04133 0.4154 
IT Lira. ,0-4633 04656 
■ Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


HOROSCOPE FORECAST FOR THURSDAY \ OCTOBER 24, 1996 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Plan rime ro accumulate 
data you need to complete any career activities which have 
developed. See influential people who can assist you with 
your task. Seize opportunities later this evening for any 
success. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 21) Get into new interests 
today which can bring greater income and prestige your 
way. Business magazines and pamphlets can be helpful in 
your quest to become successful. Later tonight see some 
old friends. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You can handle advisors 
and personnel today and become more successful at this 
time. Do whatever activities which will please your mate 
and show him or her that you still have the same level of 
affections as you have had before. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) If you are 
more concerned today with details you can come to a bet- 
ter understanding with fellow associates. Later this 
evening will be good for you to seek out knowledgeable 
I persons who have ideas concerning career activities. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Schedule your activities for 
today wisely so that you can accomplish the utmost and 
make life easier for your loved ones. Tonight will be good 
for you to go out on the town with your mate and have a 
romantic time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You can get into 
new outlets today and get good results if you apply your- 
self. A special talent should be expressed later this 
evening, so that you can become successful with your 
career efforts in the days ahead. 


Peanuts 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is a good day 
today to make your home a haven of rest and relaxation for 
those under your roof. Invite close friends and relatives in 
for the evening and show them a good time which they 
will enjoy greatly. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Make every- 
thing work right for you in the business world today, so 
that you can gain the recognition of someone in authority. 
An expert can enter your life for the better and thereby 
make your efforts more productive. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Do 
whatever today will bring you a greater abundance for 
your loved ones. Consult that good advisor you know later 
this evening and use the suggestions you are given to make 
your life more enjoyable. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Analyse , 
your personal life today and plan how to make it more 
prosperous in the days ahead. Tonight be with persons you 
enjoy and relax away the pressures of vour busy schedule 
of career activities. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Forget all those 
impossible dreams today and get right down to what is 
practical and profitable about your career activities. Later 
tonight spend some quality time with your loved ones and 
make sure that know of your appreciation. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You like to be pretty 
much by yourself today, however, it is wise to be more gre- 
garious at dust ime and seek out close friends to have some 
fun. Later this evening you can go out on the town with 
your loved one 


O 

Dl&( iVWOCA’iO rtlCRMAIOUl NO*IH 
AMERICA SVMOtCAIt MC 


A/UJSr B6 
OFF. JACK 
-FLO WILL 
BG HOME \ 
BY NOW . 


f I MAY HAVE \ 
/AY FAULTS. 

„ BUT AT LEAST j 
> I TRY TO BE < 
THOUGHTFUL.] 
RIGHT? J 


f RIGHT. WHEN S, 
YOUR WIFE GOES 
OUT TO WORK, 
THE FIRST ONE 
V MOVIE HAS TO J 
> PUT THE 
( DINNER ON.) 

I EH? J 


SHADDAPi 


Andy Capp 


r don't know when m 
BIRTHDAY 15, AND I DON'T 
KNOLd H0U) OLD I AM.. 


AND THE DAISY WILL RUPPS' 
FARM ISN'T THERE ANYMORE! 
EVERYTHING'S GONE! 


W 



NO. I’M 

STILL WERE.. 



Mutt’n’Jeff 

PLEASE ^ 
PASS THE 
NOT DOG 
UP TO MY 
FRIEND/, 


''/PLEASE FfcSS 
l’ THE QUARTS? < 
WWN.V"V 

'asrii 




HOROSCOPE "i 

! FORECAST FOR : 

| FRIDAY, OCTOBER?! 
! 25,1996 ! j 

i j 

] B\ Thomas 5. Pierson, -J 
! Astivb^er, CarmO j 

! Righrt'r Foundation J 

I i 

: ARIES: (March. 23 ipl 
| April 19) You cafljj 
become very energetic j 
I today and accomplish j 
! anything worthwhile. | 
i which is necessary &j 
I your success with career i 
| activities. Be careful in j 
| motion while on the high* : 
way later this evening- 
and stay out of difficulty, j 
; TAURL-S: (April 20 to; 
i May 21) Study that new I 
! interest today you have mj 
I mind and get started on &.] 

[ enthusiastically. Be direct, 

{ with knowledgeable pet-i 
] sons for best results wn&; 
y our career activities and! 
thereby you can be quite 
successful. j 

GEMINI: (May 21 
June 2 1 » Take cake today t 
! not to disagree with your [ 
mate of you could be in i 
areat difficulty with him I 
or her. Do things you j 
have planned and bej 
poised to handle any situ- j 
ation which could be pre- j 
sent in the days ahead. : 
MOON CHILDREN: 
i June 22 to July 21 1 Get j 
rid of uredness loday and j 
confer with those who i 
can help you attain your [ 
ambitions with career | 
activities. Later tonight i 
make the effort to seek j 
out the information you j 
will need to complete ; 
important tasks. ; 

LEO: (July 22 to August i 
2 1 > State your ideas 5 
clearly today and fellow { 
associate will cooperate j 
with you more. Don't get j 
into any disagreement' 
with your mate over peny\ 
ideas! otherwise you can i 
create a situation which ! 
was unnecessary. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to ; 
September 22) Plan the I 
days ahead more wisely j 
and include amusements j 
which can bring you j 
more happiness to your • 
loved ones. Later this : 
evening you can spend i 
some relaxing time with | 
dose friends and have . 
some fun toaethcr. 

LIBRA: (September 23 j 
to October 22 1 You can I 
accomplish more ai home ! 
today, so handle impor- ! 
lant affairs which have ; 
been put aside. Entertain- j 
ing is best at home j 
tonight, invite as many • 
close friends and feliofi, 
associates as you posss- • 
blv can. ) 

SCORPIO: (October 23 j 
to November 2 ! > Get I 
your property improved 
today and add to its value 
and beauty. Listen to 
what experts have to sug- i 
gest and use the advice 
you are provided to make 
career activities much 
more productive and suc- 
cessful. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21 ) Plan how today to 
have more time with "the 
one you love, so that he 
or she will appreciate 
your effort Arrange the 
days ahead more wisely 
together, so that you can 
have more romantic peri- 
ods with each other. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January' 201 You 
may feel tired today, 
however, you can go fall 
steam ahead after what 
you want accomplish^?, 
and thereby gain the suc- 
cess you are after. Later 
this evening make time to 
be with vour loved ones 
and show your apprecia- 
tion. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

21 to February 19) Con- 
centrate on many con- 
tacts today who would 
like to be affiliated with 
you. It could be mutually 
satisfying if you seek out 
the assistance of a bigv/ig 
who is eager to come tx> 
vour aid with career 
activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You can do 
whatever will improve 
your worldly status today, 
so make the effort to 
accomplish whatever 
tasks you are given. Be 
most careful in any 
speech or motion at th^t - 
time or you could be 
great difficulty. 


Birthstone of October: 
Opal — Tourmaline. . 


i 
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[Jordan suspends import 
taxes on sugar and rice 


AMMAN (AFP) — Jordan 
Wednesday announced a 
six-month suspension of 
duty on sugar and rice in an 
attempt to induce the 
private sector to import 
ihe two basic foodstuffs 
land bring down priees for 
consumers.The supplies 
ministry said in a statement 
it had decided to suspend 
the 1 5 per cent tax after ear- 
lier attempts to liberalise 
imports had failed to boost 
private sector involvement. 

It added that the govern- 
ment would continue to buy 


rice and sugar itself to sell 
to consumers. 

The set price of a kilo- 
gramme of sugar distrib- 
uted by the ministry is 0. 15 
dinars {21 cents » for Jorda- 
nians provided with rations 
coupons by Lhe government 
and 0.3b dinars (50 cents) 
for thosewithout. A kilo- 
gramme of rice costs 0.17 
dinars (24 cents) and 0.38 
dinars (53 cents i for the 
two categories of con- 
sumers. 
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yi review of news from ihe Arabic pres s 

: *: 

New agricultural, food company 
offers one million shares 
for public subscription 

** AL FAJR AI Jadeed for Agricultural Investments and 
Food Industries is offering one million shares, each val- 
ued at JD! . for public subscription to complete its regis- 
tered capital of JD4 million. The company was registered 
as a public shareholding company at the Ministrv of 
Industry and Trade on Sept. 22. 1 996 with 111 
investors/founders acquiring three million shares and 
paying 25 per cent of their subscription share. 

The company listed the following nine main activities 
that it plans to undertake upon commencing operations: 

1. Rearing and fattening cattle and producing red meat. 

2. Bee-keeping and producing, honey. 

3. Creating fish pond. 

4. Raising poultry and rare birds such us ducks, swans 
and turkey as well as egg and white meat production. 

5. Planting grains, trees, medical plants and grasslands. 

6. Purchasing farmlands and agricultural projects of all 
kinds. 

7. Exporting and importing all types of foodstuffs, cat- 
tle, fodder and agricultural equipment. 

8. Trading in all kinds of produce and foodstuffs. 

9. Establishing cold storages. 

The main founders of the company are: The Arab Fish- 
eries Company (250.000 shares), Mahmoud Abu Nejm 
(250.000 shares). Abdul Mu’ti Ahmad Hussein (250,000 
shares). Tuma Tallo Shamoun. an Iraqi national. (200.000 
shares). Mahmoud Masheh (200.000 shares), Salim Al 
Khoja ( 150,000 shares). Yassin Sanawi ( 1 25,000 shares). 
Mohammad Ali Tamireh (100,000 shares). Munther 
Ismail Mohammad 4100,000 shares). Mohammad Mah- 
moud' Asqalan (100.000 shares). Marwan Al Homni 
(100,000 shares). Harbi Ghassoub ( 100.000 shares) and 
Mohammad Rashid Yassin ( 100.000 shares). 

According to an announcement in the Arabic dailies, 
the capital will be invested in the following ureas: 

1. Lands JD 1.059.000 

2. Main buildings JD215.000 

3. Project facilities JD865.000 

4. Equipment + vehicles JD591.500 

5. Furniture + fixtures JD60.000 

6. Beehives + equipment JD 137 ,000 

7. Trees JD 172.500 

8. Cattle JD 177.250 

9. Various investments JD22 2.750 

10. Establishment expenses JD 1 00.000 

1 1 . Working capital JD400.000 

The subscription will start from Nov. 2 and close Nov. 
23, 1996. Investors must buy a minimum of 200 shares 
and pay 25 per cent of the cost upon subscribing with the 
remaining cost to be covered over the coming four years 
(Al Ra'i). 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



■‘My husband and I don’t live together 
anymore. I live in the future and 
he lives in the past.” 


u s , 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
s by Henn Arnold and Mike Argirion 


one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 

LAWRI 

0 


nz 


jj 


eiMiaaesftvM 



REBARL 



J 

r > 



DIL 

PIM 

r > 

r * 
W 


WHAT YOU MIGHT 
CALL A LAWYER’S 
APARTMENT. 

Now arrange the Circled loners 10 
form ihe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by (be above cartoon. 


(Ano-wars Mondavi 


Yesterday's 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: THICK LINGO PLURAL GRATIS 
Answer Making sausape the oMh***d way gave 
him this - A LINK TO THE PAST 


Jordanian private sector possesses strong 
potential growth in service industries 


(Continued from page 8) 

a series designed to help 
achieve these objectives. 

In addition, the World 
Bank's $40 million loan for 
the export, development 
project, approved in 1996, 
will provide better access to 
commercial financing for 
firms wishing to expand 
their exports. 

Since the government's 
programme of economic 
adjustment is likely to 
involve some shon-term 
dislocations, the World 
Bank Group is also working 
with the government to 
build an effective “safety 
net" for the poor and the 
adversely affected. This 
includes a microemerprise 
financing facility by the 


International Finance Cor- 
poration (IFC). ihe World 
Bank Group's private sector 
arm, and a programme of 
public assistance targeted at 
the most needy. 

The booklet also exam- 
ined the education sector 
and highlighted that “Jor- 
dan has an impressive 
record” in this area. The 
bank pointed out that 30 
years ago, 46 per cent of the 
population was literate; 
today that number stands at 
80 per cent. 

This widespread growth 
in literacy has been accom- 
panied by equally impres- 
sive increases in the num- 
ber of high school gradu- 
ates. college graduates and 
professionals with 

advanced degrees, the bank 


Seminar on capital 
markets ends 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 
group of 60 bank man- 
agers and directors of 
departments in financial 
institutions and industrial 
firms in Jordan Wednes- 
day ended a three-day 
seminar on capital markets 
during which they 
reviewed important topics 
pertaining to financial 
markets with special atten- 
tion to recent develop- 
ments in the world of 
finance and their impact 
on Jordanian banks. 

According to Adib Had- 
dad, dean of the Institute 
for Banking Studies which 
organised the meeting in 
conjunction with Citibank, 
the participants reviewed 
the nature and concept of 
capital markets along 
with modem financial 
instruments, contracts, 
syndicated loans and 
future banking operations. 
The .participants applied 
case studies depicting 
stock markets in Europe 
and the United States. 

Several American 
bankers addressed the 
seminar which oriented 
Jordanian bankers on 
world banking operations , 
cooperation among finan- 


cial institutions and meth- 
ods for developing Jordan- 
ian banking operations, 
said Dr. Haddad. 

He added that the cre- 
ation of the European 
Union and the emergence 
of giant economic blocs 
around the world and the 
merger of major banks 
may pose the most serious 
challenge for the Arab 
banking industry . 

According to Dr. Haddad 
the seminar issued a set of 
recommendations and pro- 
posals desinged to help 
local banks to develop, 
upgrade and modernise 
their present systems. 

He said the participants 
called for introducing new' 
financial instruments that 
will help expand the scope 
of profits , merge banks to 
be able to confront the 
challenges posed by world 
conglomerates, develop 
the skill of bunk employ- 
ees. develop the local and 
Arab financial markets and 
help increase funds and 
public savings for invest- 
ments. 


said. 

In examining the educa- 
tion sector, the booklet 
included the following 
observations: 

In Jordan SO per cent of 
the poor are employed, but 
reside in households depen- 
dent on wages earned from 
menial and low-skill labour. 
This underscores the cru- 
cial importance of educa- 
tion in imparting skills nec- 
essary to rise above poverty 
level and low-income 
employment. 

Consequently, the govern- 
ment has made a commend- 
able effort to ensure that 
primary and secondary edu- 
cation is accessible to all 
children — rich and poor 
alike. 

That goal has, by and 
large, been achieved for the 
current school-age genera- 
tion. But in the coming 
years heavy new burdens 


will be placed on the prima- 
ry and secondary school 
system. 

This is due to the fact that 
Jordan is a young society. 
More rhan 67 per cent of 
the population is under the 
age of 25, and the rate of 
population growth is still in 
the high range of 3. 6-3 .8 
per cent per annum. 

Meeting the needs of 
future generations will 
require increased invest- 
ment in education to ensure 
the construction of new 
schools, the training of 
more teachers, and the 
availability of textbooks 
and learning materials. 

The government is moil- 
ing this investment and is 
committed to raising the 
quality of die educational 
system. To assist in that 
process the World Bank has 
provided funding for nine 
major education projects in 


Jordan. Other donors have 
contributed additional mil- 
lions by participating as 
cofinanciers of various edu- 
cation projects. 

Since 1987 the World 
Bank has committed .$173 
million in three loans to 
help Jordan meet the chal- 
lenge of providing high 
quality education for its 
rapidly growing student 
population. These loans 
financed the construction of 
new schools with well- 
equipped libraries, and 
improved the quality of 
instruction through the 
establishment of teacher 
resource centres, the provi- 
sion of an improved cur- 
riculum and other teaching 
resource materials, and 
training for teachers and 
other education profession- 
als. 

In order to strengthen the 
link between education and 


employment, a vocational 
training curriculum has also 
been established at commu- 
nity colleges. The emphasis 
of these education e lions is 
strongly on quality — to 
produce graduates who arc 
skilled in problem-solving 
and creative thinking, as 
well as equipped with the 
traditional knowledge base. 

G iven the go\ emment *s 
continued commitment to 
education, the outlook for 
future generations is good. 
Jordan's greatest economic 
asset resides in the skill, the 
talent, and the professional 
know-how of her people. 

But Jordan's high rate of 
population growth will 
place sustained pressure on 
the education system. High- 
er enrolments will require 
more teachers. more 
schools, more textbooks 
and more libraries. 
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ORGANISED 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOP 

nZDEN'SOAY 

23/10/1986 



PAST 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

NO. OF 

VALUE 

OPEN 

cl: li 


HIGH 

LOW 




OF 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 

PRICE 







TRANS. 


JD 




] 252.000 205.000 

ARAB BANK 

13.6 

1.41 

26 

1060 

262960 

248.00 

243. DC 


3.600 

2.950 

BANK OF JORDAN 

10.8 

0.00 

2 

2800 

8344 

7 _ os 

^ r CtCt 

.03- 

1.260 

.880 

MID. EAST XNV.BK. 

70.9 

o.co 

•*> 

3050 

3314 

1.09 

1.3S 

.01- 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BX. 

12. S 

2 .88 

i 

1000 

4800 

4. SO 

4. 


1.200 

.890 

JOR.GULF BANK 

5.4 

7.78 

14 

13650 

12351 

.91 

.90 

.01- 

3.950 

3.S00 

ARAB JOR.INV.BK. 

19.3 

0.00 

2 

8850 

31860 

3.60 

'J . 6C 

_ 

4.160 

3.300 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

18.0 

0.00 

5 

1150 

4313 

3.73 

'.75 

.02* 

5.850 

4.500 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

23.3 

0.00 

11 

3305 

14861 

4.61 

4.50 


1.640 

1.000 

PHI LABEL. XNV.BK. 

9 

0.00 

a 

4450 

12942 

1.37 

1.37 

- 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 190 

.39 rCHG: 

*0.32 

75 

44331 

3SS785 




2.910 

1.990 

JOR FRENCH INSUR. 

5.6 

10.05 

8 

3750 

7482 

1.99 

1-99 


3.050 

2.010 

YARM00X INSUR. 

g 

0.00 

1 

1500 

3195 

2.13 

2.13 

- 

2.320 

1.900 

HOLY LAND INSUR. 

6.3 

0.00 

1 

200 

420 

2.10 

2.10 

- 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 118 

98 *CHG: 

0.00 

10 

5450 

11097 




1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.1 

7.50 

12 

7616 

12185 

1.60 

1.60 


2-800 

2.090 

SKIPPING LINES 

10.5 

•8.00 

" 7r- 

14750 

36648 

2.47 

2.50 

.02+ 

2.050 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

41 

17350 

21486 

1.22 

1.24 

.02+ 

1.260 

.590 

JORDAN IHTL.TRAD . 

33.9 

0.00 

8 

6200 

4092 

.67 

.66 

.01- 

2.380 

1.630 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

72.8 

0.00 

1 

100 

169 

1.64 

1.69 

.05+ 

3.660 

3.130 

ARAB IMTL.INV.EDUC. 

13.9 

5.68 

3 

3900 

13709 

3.50 

3.52 

.02+ 

1.340 

.960 

2ARXA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

3 

700 

797 

1.13 

1.14 

.01+ 

2.430 

1.700 

UNIFIED CO. 

9.2 

5.71 

10 

1950 

3403 

1.75 

1.75 


1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

2 

650 

592 

.91 

.91 

- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 111.74 *CHG: 

♦0.47 

85 

53261 

93284 




3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.9 

3.03 

9 

2942 

9706 

3.30 

•9.30 


5.960 

4.780 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

16.8 

3.60 

4 

430 

2376 

5. 52 

5.55 

.03+ 

10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFIN ARY 

9.2 

8.79 

. 13 . 

519 

4721 

9.10 

9.10 


3.7SO 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL CCfMM.AGR. 

29.6 

0.00 

1 

500 

1100 

2.21 

2 .'20 

.01- 

8.150 

6.420 

JOR. ROASTED MILLS 

8.9 

3.59 

1 • 

100 

696 ' 

6.95 

6.96 

• -01* 

4.870 

3.100 

ARAB PHARM. KANF. 

18.8 

5. 85 

14 

4716 

15990 

3.38 

3.42 

.04+ 

6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

7.5 

4.12 

1 

100 

607 

6.07 

6.07 


* 2.460 

1.710 

JOR. PIPES MANFCT. 

9.4 

7.06 

1 

300 

S10 

1.72 

1.70 

.02- 

4.050 

3.100 

JOR. PAPER CARDBD. 

16.7 

3.08 

1 

100 

325 

3.25 

• 3.25 


5.800 

3.130 

APAB ALUK.IND. 

8.7 

8.57 

4 

6500 

22750 

3.50 

3.50 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

g 

0.00 

102 

159986 

107196 

.68 

.66 

.02- 

1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

8.2 

8.63 

1 

500 

600 

l-.?0 

1.20 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 110.73 *CHG: 

♦0.25 

240 

222100 

212781 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 148. 

66 *CBG: 

+0.29 

410 

325142 

672947 




1 



J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


J 


DAJAN 1 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs 


C~i 



FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms apartment In 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in At Rabia 
area, third floor. 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
^ Fax: 810520 


Francesco 

smalto 

Louis. Feraud 

(Men's Wear) 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMMO pbmtm 
30% 


• trim maimr 9 m- 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmctsam -. Opp. Grindlaya 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
SwefidJ tel: 823891 


NO 1 


FOR 

c X RENT 

l X FLATS 

A xVILLAS 

N 
I 

G SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

829882-829883 




FOR 
I RENT 

3 Deluxe Vi I IrtS 

f- . 

■) Apprtiimenis 
in Amman 


For details please cell 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


HOTEL APART MENTS 

THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES, 

| EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES \ 

SINCE 19S5 


SPECIAL PRICES A 
FOR LONGTERM - STAYj 


-ABDOL'N- 

TEL. 810150, FAX 827113 


ffi38S8K8S3ES&S^|S 

FOR YOUR 


Advertisement I 


Juba I Amman - Rainbow Sir. 

Tel : 625407 

Amman - Jordan 


FOR YOUR 
I Advertisement 
in 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


TEL: 699369 
FAX : 704414 


‘patiMenic 
Soup* & SetlaeU 

OPEN DAILYFROM 
10 A.M - 1 AM 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Uxnm Pthalna 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


CFOATl HOTEL 


■ INDOOR HERTEO 
SWIMMING POOL 
SRUNR , JRCU2Zl( 

& MASSAGE 
FITNESS ROOM 

TENNIS t> S0URSH . 

COURTS 

TEL 758188 

RADIO & TU STATION RD.I 



DOLLAR: 


BMMTA CAM 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 

Td. 693399 


mmwmm 

FOR YOUR 1# 

1 Advertisement f 

in mmm 



ALHASSAN COMMERCIAL CENTER 



nxi 

Offices for rent in an excellent central location 
Areas 120, 250, 450 square meters 
Partitioned & open space offices . Excellent finishing 
Immediate delivery . Rates to be determined after inspection 

Wadi Saqra Street Tel. 632543 



Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

TeL: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 


— • »■ m ■ ■ -An 

FOR YOUR 

Advertisement 

m& 

in 


Jordan 

Times 


Call tel: 

W.W.',Mf.V.W 


667171 exf.223 


or J *' 


i 
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Yankees come 
back to life 


ATLANTA (R) — Bernie 
Williams came back to 
life on Tuesday, and so 
did the road-warrior New 
York Yankees. 

The Yankee centre field- 
er's two-run homer in the 
eighth inning helped seal 
a 5-2 victory over the 
Atlanta Braves in Game 3 
of the World Series just 
when it appeared they 
might be swepL 
Williams, the American 
League championship 
series most valuable play- 
er. had gone hitless in 
overwhelming Yankees 
losses in games 1 and 2 of 
the series, but he never 
got down on himself. 

“My attitude was pretty 
good." said WilUams. 
who drove in three runs 
and scored twice. "I was 
approaching the game the 
same way, just go out 
there and "do my best." 

The Yankees are trying 
to become just the third 
team ever to win a world 
series after losing the first 
two games at home. 

Yankee starter David 
Cone survived a tense 
pitchers' duel with Tom 
Glavine. leaving the game 
with the Yanks ahead 2- 1 
after six innings. Glavine 
left after seven, but his 
reliever Greg McMichael 
allowed three runs on 
three hits. including 
Williams's home run. 
without getting an out. 

The Yankees are a per- 
fect 6-0 on the road this 
post-season and need to 
win one of the next two 
games in Atlanta to guar- 
antee a return of the best- 
of-seven series to new 
york. 

“I don't know how to 
explain it. and I'm not 
going to try." Williams 
said about the Yanks' road 
success. "We just seem to 
be able to relax." 

The loss broke a five- 
game win streak by the 
defending World Series 
champion Braves, who 
had won three in a row to 
take the National League 
championship series after 
trailing the St. Louis car- 
dinals three games to one. 

“We were trying our 
buns off tonight, we just 
couldn’t get anything 


done." said Atlanta man- 
ager Bobby Cox. 

Cone, who got the win, 
allowed four hits, one run 
and four walks with three 
strikeouts. 

Glavine. who pitched 
last year's series clincher 
for the Braves, also 
allowed four hits, but two 
runs — only one of them 
earned — along with 
eight strikeouts and three 
walks. He took the loss. 

John Weneland pitched 
the ninth and got the save. 

'Hie Yankees scored in 
the fir>t inning when Tim 
Raines walked, Derek 
Jeter bunted him over and 
Williams got his first 
series hit in his eighth at- 
baL a single that plated 
Raines. 

“The biggest hit of the 
day was my single in the 
first because it put us 
ahead for the first time." 
said Williams. “From 
then on we looked for- 
ward to playing the 
game." 

“ Cone agreed. “Right 
after the first inning you 
could sense, hey that’s the 
first lead we’ve had all 
series, maybe momen- 
tum's going to turn our 
way.” 

Williams led off the 
third by reaching first on 
an error by shortstop Jeff 
Blauser. Cecil fielder 
walked and Charlie Hayes 
flied out, moving 
Williams to third. Darryl 
Strawberry' then drove in 
Williams with a single to 
make it 2-0. 

The Yankees went on to 
load the bases, bringing 
Cone to the plate with two 
out. “I was just thinking 
get the bat on the ball at 
that point." said Cone. 

The Yankee pitcher 
almost helped his own 
cause with a grounder 
near third, but "Chipper 
Jones made a diving snare 
and scrambled to tag the 
base. 

“Chipper made a heck 
of a play. I thought it was 
going to make it down the 
line," said Cone. 

Cone committed the 
ultimate no-no in the sixth 
inning, giving a leadoff 
walk to the opposing 
pitcher. He then yielded a 



Augenthaler 
to leave 
Bayern 
after 20 
years 

MUNICH <Ri — Klaus 
Augenthaler. B em 
Munich's assistant coach 
and former World Cup 
libero. is almost certain io 
leave the German club after 
more than 20 years. 

Augenthaler. who played 
in Germany's 1990 World 
Cup winning team, has 
been told his contract will 
not be renewed at the end 
of the season, the German 
sports magazine Sport Bi!d 
reported on Wednesday. 

“I told him: "Klaus, you 
can't be assistant coach at 
Bayern for ever'." the 
magazine quoted chairman 
Franz Beckenbauer as say- 
ing. "You have to take on a 
team for yourself... You are- 
capable of leading another 
team."’ 

Augenthaler joined 
Bayern as a teenager in 
1975 and was capped 27 
times. 

.After finishing his play- 
ing career he has worked as 
assistant for the past five 
years under several coach- 
es. The current Bayern 
trainer is Italian Giovanni 
Trapattoni. 


Atlanta Braves pitcher Tom Glavine delivers a pitch during 1st inning play in game 
three of the World Series against the New York Yankees. The New York Yankees 
defeated the Atlanta Braves 5-2. The Braves lead the best-of-seven series 2-1 (Reuters 
photo) 

gled and Williams got his 
sixth homer of this post- 
season. tying three others 
for the record. 

“It was a 1-0 fast ball. It 
started inside and came 


single to Marquis 
Grissom and an out later 
walked Chipper Jones to 
load the bases for the dan- 
gerous Fred McGriff. 

Yankee manager Joe 
Torre conferred with 
Cone, but left him in and 
he got McGriff to pop out. 

. BufRyan Klesko drew the 
third walk of the inning, 
scoring Glavine to make 
it 2-1. 

With the bases still full. 
Javier Lopez hit a foul 
pop caught by Joe 
Giraidi. who had saved 
two possible wild pitches 
in the inning. The Yankee 
catcher was also a perfect 
2- for- 2 throwing out 

would-be base Stealers. 

In the eighth. Jeter sin- 


in his pitching arm. final- 
ly got a world series win 
in his third career series 


right back to the plate." 
said Williams. “I knew 1 
hit it pretty good.” ' 

Fielder doubled, pinch-, 
runner Andy Fox took 
third on a ground-out and 
scored two batters later on 
Luis Sojo's single to right 
to make it 5-1. 

Atlanta scored its final 
run in the eighth when 
Grissom led off with a 
triple and Mark Lemke 
singled him home. 

Cone, who missed three 
months this season after 
surgery for an aneurysm 


start. 

“It’s mind boggling." 
said Cone. ‘It’s rouglTto 
pur it in perspective. 
When I was lying in the 
hospital bed and I heard 
the word aneury sm. 1 did- 
n’t’ even know what it 
meant. Playing in the 
World Series was the fur- 
thest thing from my 
mind." 

Cone started twice for 
the Toronto Blue Jays 
against the Braves in 
1992 without a decision. 
He was 0-1 in two starts 
in this post-season. 

Glavine is now 4-3 in 
seven World Series starts. 


Middlesbrough 
release Branco 


LONDON (R) — Branco, 
a member of Brazil’s 1994 
World Cup winning side, 
has been released by 
English Premier League 
side Middlesborough with 
eight months of his con- 
tract to run. 

Signed by manager 
Bryan Robson last 
February, Branco. 32. has 
played -only—stxr-leaaue- 
games for the club. 

He was one of a clutch of 
big-nante internationals 
signed by the relatively 
unfashionable north-east 
club, including countrymen 
Juninho and Emerson and 
Italian striker Fabrizio 
Ravinelli. 

The club have agreed to 
pay off the remainder of 
Branco’s contract, believed 
to be worth 500.000 ster- 
ling (S7S2.000). 


Furnished Hpartment 
for Rent 


Fully Furnished ground floor apartment: 2 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms. 2 sitting rooms, dining room, big 
kitchen, veranda and garden. Telephone available, 
for more information Pis. call 663784 


Under the Patronage of 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath Al Hassan 

the Embassy of Italy and the Ministry of Culture 
present 

the 11th Italian Rim Week in Jordan 
22 - 29 October 1996 

at the Main Theatre of the Royal Cultural Centre 

PROGRAMME 

1) Sostiene Pereira 
(Pereira Holds) 

Director Roberto Faenza 

2) Regalo di Natale 
(Christmas Present) 

Director Pupr Avati 

3) Romanzo di un giovane povero 
(The Story of a Poor Young Man) 

Director Ettore Scola 

4) Una storra semplice 
(A Simple Story) 

Director: Emidio Greso 

5) Per grazra ricevuta 
(For Favours Received) 

Director Nino Manfredi 

6) Nemici d’infanzia 
(Childhood Enemies) 

All films are Italian with subtitle in English. Entrance ticket 

is JD 1 for adults and 500 fils for students. All proceeds will 

go to the Centre for Special Education of the 

Young Muslim Women's Association. 


22/10 

23/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

23/10 

24/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

24/10 

25/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

26/10 

27/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

27/10 

28/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 

28/10 

29/10 

8:00 p.m. 
5:00 p.m. 


Furnished Deluxe Apartments in 
Shmeisani - Near Birds Garden 

1. Ground floor, garden, 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2 
salons, living, dining, separate entrance, maid's 
room. Private garage. Area 270 sq.m. JD 10,000 
annually. 

2. 4th floor, 3 bedrooms, salon, living, dining, lift, 
area 165 sq.m. JD 6,500 annually. 

Tel.: 698100, 634300 - Dr. Abidi 
9 a.m. - 2 p.m. and 5-12 p.m. 


LUXURIOUS FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Jabal Amman. 4th Circle, 3 bedrooms. 4 bathrooms, 
maid's room, spacious salon and dining, deluxe 
brand new furniture. 

Telephone and security system included. 

Call: 079-39234 + 702706 





Q1 ) What defines a Spanish Restaurant ? 
Al) The Menu - The Food 

The Music - The Atmosphere 
& The Spirit of Spain 

Q2) Who define* a Spanish Restaurant ? 
A2) 



Watch for it all ah 



m 



TZestaurant 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAfl SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

Trvcw* Uto* Swv«M lot 


BAR THE EGRESS 



t( jrino:^;.,,':/ 

Sweifiyeh - 863.944 V • •••*'• ’* 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* A874 
?AK5 

A K 10 3 
*95 

WEST EAST 

*963 * K 5 

^9 7 63 <TQJ64 

J 8 6 5 2 

* A Q 7 6 4 *1062 

SOUTH 

* Q«1 10 2 

v 10 2 
O Q 9 7 4 
+ K J3 

Th e bidd ing: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

LC Pass 1* Post! 

3* Pan 4* Pass 

Pa*s Pass 

Opem ng lead: Jack uf •: 

When an opponent ha? nasty 
dungs in store for you, don’t Submit 
meekly. See ir you »n find a way to 
recover from a distributional nhim. 

North-South reached four spades 
after on orderly auction. The lit for 
openers suit made Lhc South hand 
even belter than its point-count 

suggests. 

West led the jnck of diamonds. 


and the threat of o diamond ruff 
w.ie imminent, if declarer look a 
spade finesse at trick two and it 
Inn, East would give West a dia- 
mond ruff and a major-suit exit 
would leave the fate of the contract 
to hinge on guessing the location of 
the club honors, if possible. 

It is a Little better to lead the 
queen of spades at trick two and. if 
West does not cover, rise with the 
oee and return s spade. However, if 
East holds the king of spades and 
West the third trump. West will 
still get the diamond ruff and exit 
with a heart, nuking the success or 
failure of the contract again depen- 
dent on the club suiL 

That suggests another improve- 
ment Strip West of all safe exit 
cards before allowing the ruff. Win 
the diamond, cash the nee and king 
of hearts and ruff a heart in the 
dosed hand. Now cash the ace of 
spades and lead another spade. 
West cao still ruff a diamond, but 
now is left with only hpjris and 
clubs. A heart allows declarer to 
ruff in hand while discarding a club 
from dummy. A dub is up to the 
king and limits declarer's loss in 
that suit to one. Either way. the 
contract is safe. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Medvedev pulls out of Paris Open; 

PARIS iRi — Andrei Mcd'edev. finalist in 1993, hasj 
w ithdrawn from the P^ris Open next week with a shoulder! 
injury, organisers said on Tuesday. The Ukrainian will be! 

| replaced by Italian Renzo Furlan in Friday’s draw for the ■ 
[tournament at Berey starting Monday. The organisers also! 
announced they had granted wild cards to former French! 
Open champion Sergi Bruguera of Spain, ranked 6Sth ini' 
the world. French Davis Cup players Guy Forget and! 
Guillaume Raoux and their compatriot Lionel Roux. i 


i 

jMazzone takes over at Cagliari i 

CAGLIARI i AFP l — Carlo Mazzontr was confirmed a;,' 
the new coach of serie a side Cagliari here on Tuesday —j* 
his second term ai the club. Mazzone, who replaces the) 
Uruguayan Gregorio Perez sacked on Mc*nda\ as Cagliari l 
are 16r’h in the league, signed a two war contract worth! 
5500.000. Mazzone coached Cagliari till 1993 when he j 
left for AS Roma, where he stayed for three years until he 
was replaced by the Argentinian Carlos Biunchi. [ 


Italy creates anti-hooligan team j 

MILAN (APi — Volunteers called Stadium .Angels wilij: 
work with police to combat hooliganism in some soccer J 
arenas in northern Italy, authorities said Tuesday. TheL 
Angels, wearing yellow overalls, will mix with fans dur-j - 
ing league games in Milan. Brescia and Bergamo and will; 
call police via walkie-talkies in case of disturbances. The! 
trained volunteers, w ho are expected to begin their work} 
in December, will also assist people injured or otherwise] 
in need of help during matches. Dozens of riot police are* 
already on duty inside and outside Italian stadiums on[ 
Sundavs 1 


r— • 


Chelsea official dies in air crash ifi 


LONDON (Rt — Matthew Harding, vice-chairman off® 
English Premier League soccer club Chelsea, was killed ini 
a helicopter crash on Tuesday night, the Sky television \-.- r 
channel said on Wednesday. Harding and four other peo- 
ple were killed when their helicopter crashed with no sur-,‘..j- 
vivors in Cheshire, northern England, on the way back! ' , 
from Chelsea's League Cup match in Bolton, it said. }„!’ 

Bailey: Johnson duel should be held ! . •: 

i ; . ' 

OTTAWA (AFP» — Canada's Donovan Bailey, the 100 j 
metres world record holder, said Tuesday that his duel?'-- 
with 200 metres world record holder Michael Johnson of; 
lAmerica should go ahea d. Bailey. Olympic and world I00i- r - 
•metres cham pioriT salcT that if the face took place it would J'”- 
be in May over 150 metres. The Jamaican bom Canadian: 
sprinter said he hoped the match would take place in' 
Canada, preferably in Toronto. 1 


Tomba out of action j 

i. : 

MILAN (R> — Italian Olympic and world Alpine skiing; 
champion Alberto Tomba has been ordered to rest for up! 
to 20 days after injuring himself while training on a glac-j - 1 
ier. Tomba fell heavily, injuring his left knee and right i 
wrist, at a training session in northern Italy on Tuesdaj^- - 
and had to go to hospital for checks. ’Tomba will have to!- :■ 
rest for 15-20 days before taking up competitive activity.”! ' 
the Italian Winter Sports' Federation said on Wednesday.* 
The triple Olympic champion, who trains apart from other j'' 
Italian skiers, had already ruled out the season-opening! ’ 
race on the glacier in Solden. Austria, at the weekend. " * 

Bordeaux seek way out of slump 

BORDEAUX (R) — Jean-Pierre Papin's Bordeaux, high 
flyers in the first weeks of the season, will be looking to 
end a disastrous slump, including two successive home 
defeats, when they entertain Montpellier Thursday. “(The 
players) are all as conscious as me that this sequence can’t 
and mustn t last, trainer Roliand Courbis said on 
Wednesday. Bordeaux, unbeaten in their first nine match- 
es. were hot on leaders Paris Saint-Germain's heels until 
they crashed 2-1 at home to Strasbourg three weeks ago. 
They now trail them by 1 1 points. Papin was aw r av on pri- 
vate business in the United States but his return to’ the side 
has not sparked a return to form. Bordeaux have taken 
only two points from their last five games. The former 
Marseille. AC Milan and Bayern Munich striker will lead 
the attack alongside Didier Tholot. with Argentine 
Claudio Biaggio on the bench. PSG travel to Rennes on 
Friday. 




J .T 

rii 

bn 
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Super deluxe unfurnished apt. for 


rent it , 


In Shumaisani, 320 sq.m. Superbly finished, suitable 7 
for diplomats. ^ 

Deluxe furnished 3 b/room apt. for rent 

Between 4th & 5th Circles. 

Must see above apartments to appreciate. 

For details please call owner 674286 


M 

i'lJ 


FOR RENT 

Furnished two-storey 
super deluxe villa. 

Please call 824014 


=4 
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§ 
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cri 

tv. 

Ifii 


^ PHILADELPHIA J 

\ PLAZA . J 

^ 

V CONCORD J 

Aromoun Theatre & Cinema Y 

TEL 618274 -618275 A 

Emilio Estevez 
& Dennis Leary ... in 

JUDGEMENT NIGHT 

. Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 , 8:30, 10:30 

V 

Ahmad Zaki & Yusra....in 

WHIMS 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “1” 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 

THE SCARLET LETTER 

Shows: 12:30, 6:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

NASER 56 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00. 8:15, 10:45 

2^ 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Nabil & 


Hisham' s 
TEL 625155 




Theatre Ygj 
/kl 

,#i<i 


presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 



X 
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Despite exciting finale , MLS has long way to go 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — a* if 
doubt about which brand of Iwtball ^iVs 
suptr-me tn the Untied States. Nook no tunbe’ 
than the weekend's television ratines. 

An eshmated 16,5 million people watched 
rf,e San Francisco 49ers beat the Cincinnati 
Bengali, in a mid-season National Football 
league matchup. In contrast, about 1.6 million 
viewers tuned ,n to the inaugural MLS Cup - 

ST LeilgUC S0CCer * S version of the Super 

•JSJZZL? > me lh i y saw ‘ with some 
Bosm dC ° f£U,S “ F ° Xbor ° Sladium outsidc 
When Washington DC United came from tuo 
goals down to beat the Los Aneeles Galaxy 3-*> 
on a water-logged pitch in overtime. HoNvT 
\vood could not have written a better plot io 
. ^° UCa ' e Il,e = ame 10 the American sports pub- 

, MLS officials could not have honed tV»r a bet- 
‘;V ter s P eclac,e * n ^ rst championship match, a 
•■..r contest sure to win over some new supporters 
as the world s sport struggles to elbow itself 
into the big leagues in a country where Ameri- 
can football, baseball, basketball and hoekev 
_nonopolise the sports stage. 

anti-hooli^n ^ or,c ? Cu P l *’° > ,ears helped, and 

1 55-^n team affinals crow that crowds exceeded their 

wildest expectations. 

..i'.-c’ - ,. : r. i-.i-r, j The league had promised exciting snacking 

•• • .... play and the 10 teams delivered, with a * 4 

goals per game average. In 160 regular season 
games, only five finished 0-0 with the winner 
decided by shootout. 

The early TV ratings from the championship 
game however, show soccer still has a Ion* 
<tj. way to go. ~ 

'.V We did the world cup and obv iou>lv our rat- 
/y. ings were up for that." said an ABC network 
-Jr spokesman. "It will take time with soccer, but 
this was a good tirst start, especially since it 
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• :: r Ji: 
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was up against the NFL.” 

The average 17.416 attendance through 160 
regular-season games was more than double 
anticipated with some huge crowds in Los 
Angeles ouidrawing even die hometown base- 
ball Dodgers. 

More than 92.000 turned out as the Galaxy 
beat the Tampa Bay Mutiny at the Ruse Bowl 
in the second pan of a double-header after the 
Lnned Slates played Mexico. And Giants sta- 
dium outside New York saw the biggest crowd 
tor any sporting event there when 7S.6I4 
watched the MLS All-Star game. 

"We definitely need to do a better marketing 
job in several of our markets — Denver. Tampa 
and perhaps even Kansas City — to make the 
audiences grow in those particular locations." 
said MLS commissioner Douglas Locan. 

He pointed oui dial renegotiation oi the cur- 
rent three-year TV contract with the Cable 
sports network ESPN would be crucial to 
expanding MLS visibility. 

"Come our second contract... You are going 
to see significantly more games over the air as 
opposed to strictly on cable," Logan said in the 
league magazine Freekick. 

Meanwhile, the league is going ahead with 
plans to expand from" the present 10 teams to 
16, with two new teams being added every two 
years from 199S to 2002. Also, from next sea- 
son. each team will be allowed five foreign 
players on its roster, up from the current four. 

Last v\ eek. die New York-New Jersey Met- 
rostun. Italian World Cup star Roberto Don- 
adoni announced he was abandoning MLS to 
return to AC Milan, raising questions about the 
quality oi the soccer being plaved in the United 
States. 

However, sources said it was because Don- 
adoni did not like playing on an artificial sur- 
face at Giants Stadium, rather than disillusion- 
ment with the fledgling league. 


Logan .said the league was evolving towards 
a style of its own, borrowing heavily from the 
rest of the soccer world. 

"I think we will develop a style which will 
incorporate the athleticism of the American 
player with the more artistic, soccer-skilled 
South American style. Fans will sec a rather 
unique style emerge over the next few sea- 
.sons.” predicted logon. 

Interestingly, three of the four managers who 
were either fired or resigned during the season 
were British style advocates — Eddie Firmani 
at the metrostars, Frank Stapleton at New Eng- 
land and Bobby Houghton at Colorado. 

Portugal's Carlos Queiroz, who took over tor 
Firmani, quit the Metrostars at the end of the 
season to take a lucrative job in Japan's J- 
Lcague. 

U.S. National coach Steve Sampson, who 
sees his team start the road to France 1 99S with 
a World Cup qualifying match against 
Guatemala on November 3, is not convinced 
the level of MLS play has benefited his players. 

After the Americans salvaged a 2-2 draw with 
Mexico in the U.S. Cup competition in June, he 
said his players were not as sharp as when they 
were playing in overseas leagues. 

William Olson, who coven, the MLS for the 
California-based soccer weekly, home and 
away, is philosophical. 

"It’s a poini well taken that the srandard of 
play in the MLS is not up to snuff when com- 
pared to the elite leagues of Europe or South 
America. 

"But let's be realistic, those who were expect- 
ing *hut MLS would reach that standard auto- 
matically were either intoxicated by having 
seen the high quality of the world cup in this 
country in 1994 or were simply expecting a 
kind of utopia to exist.” 



Gabriela Sabatini 


Sabatini to retire 
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r 4Iuster 5 s Wimbledon injury forces 
lim out of Stuttgart Open 
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’FUTTGART [ Agencies! 
* Defending champion 
‘ r ' fcumas Muster was forced 
retire injured during his 
■■vening match against 
, , . . , , .usnalian Mark Wood- 

iOI! Liilt's >:;(*Ulu Htllrde in the Eurocard Open 
re Wednesday. 

, . ... -Vfuster. whose victory 

•.re last year was the only 
- e of liis career indoors. 

. s been plagued by a nag- 
. ig hip problem for over" a 
. ar. 

*1 had the left hip injury’ 
Hong Kong last week," 
id the 29-year-old. who 
w faces a fitness race to 
ready for the ATP Tour 
arnpionships in Hun- 
ver beginning in three 
. ...eks. 

1 made a sudden move 
t week and that brought 
Today, I also felt ir. 
“ wused to playing with 
n, but J could not go on 
ay." he said. 

".luster added that he has 
.’.I the problem for at least 
• ear. 

- he former French Open 
: ' mpion was forced to 
;s Wimbledon last sum- 
mit sUBr wiih the problem after 
feting it in Halle. Ger- 
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ny in June. 

don’t know if I'll be 
iy for Paris next week or 
mover. We'll have to 

bodforde's victory was 
third against five losses 
duster. 

e was leading 3-6. 6-1. 

when the Austrian 
■ed. 

uster began limping as 
match reached the sec- 
set. He was given treat- 
it on court by the ATP 
ler and played on. 

■it after hitting a return 
the net. the 1995 
•“V-h Open champion 
t-A his hand in surrender, 
iing the Australian 
Id No. 27 a place in the 
I round. 


Krajicek, Chang 
vance to 2nd round 

.chard Krajicek and 
iael Chang used their 
-S as much as their 
Is on Tuesday to win 
,. nd round marches in 
'Ituttgart Open, 
ler losing the first set of 
purine opening match 
Ost Frenchman Amaud 
sch, Wimbledon eham- 
Krajicek cast his mind 
to London grass in 
and the biggest win of 
areer. 

ring the Wimbledon 
ipion helps me be 
'• relaxed,” Krajicek 
V ‘Sometimes when I 
it playing so well 1 try 
ind myself that 1 am 
•Vimbledom champion 
t helps me to relax. 

: number eight seed 
^■oon on his way to a 4- 


Thomas Muster 

6, 6-3. 6-2 victory at the 
prestigious indoor event 
which has attracted most of 
the world's top 30 players. 

Chang later defeated Aus- 
tralian Todd Woodbridge 6- 
3. 6-2 to join the Dutchman 
in the third round. 

Krajicek, given a royal 
award and a hero's recep- 
tion in the Netherlands after 
Wimbledon, concedes thai 
apart from his first Grand 
Slam success he has nor 
had a very successful year. 

He has recovered from a 
knee injury which forced 
him to retire from a Davis 
Cup tie against New 
Zealand last month and his 
strong serve -and -volley 

game should suit the fast 
indoor Stuttgan surface. 

Chang now faces former 
Australian and French 
Open winner Jim Courier 
who returned to action after 


a two-month injury break 
with a confidence-boosting 
7-6 6-4 victory over Czech 
Bohdan Ulihrach. 

Courier was playing his 
first competitive match 
since the middle of August 
when he picked up a knee 
injury' but came through 
Tuesday's test without any 
pain. 

The biggest names in the 
sport appear in the second 
round as world No. 1 Pete 
Sampras takes on Armenian 
Sargis Sargsian who beat 
Australian Mark Philip- 
poussis 7-5 6-3 in his first- 
round match on Tuesday. 

Former Wimbledon 
champion Boris Becker 
takes on Britain's big-serv- 
ing Greg Rusedski who 
defeated Spaniard Carlos 
Moya 6-3. 6-4 in the first 
round. 


Robinson to miss 
start of NBA season 


SAN ANONIO (R) — 
San Antonio Apurs All- 
Star centre David 
Robinson, who has 
never had a serious 
injury in his career, will 
be sidelined for the 
next two to four weeks 
with back problems, 
the team revealed 
Tuesday. 

Robinson and for- 
ward Chuck Person 
both had their backs 
examined by special- 
ists Monday at a Los 
Angeles clinic. Person 
will have surgery next 
Tuesday and is expect- 
ed to be out at least 
three to six months. 

Robinson, the 1995 
NBA most valuable 
player who has led the 
Spurs to consecutive 
Midwest Division 
titles, has played just 
one of five exhibition 
games. He will miss 
the start of the season 
and may not return 
until the end of 
November. 

“David Robinson will 
return to Los Angeles 
for about a five-day 
period to begin rehabil- 
itation of his back.” 
said Spurs general 
manager Gregg 

Popovich. “The current 
problem does not indi- 
cate that surgery is nec- 


essary." 

A team spokesman 
described the injury as 
a lower back strain, 
adding that Robinson 
has experienced back 
pain for the last couple 
of years and arrived at 
training camp in Octo- 
ber with lingering pain. 

The 31 -year-old 
Robinson is among the 
league’s premier cen- 
tres. He averaged 25 
points, 12.2 rebounds 
and 3.4 blocks per 
game last season, his 
seventh in the league. 

Outside of a tom liga- 
ment in his left hand 
that forced him to miss 
the final 14 games of 
the 1991-92 season, 
Robinson has missed 
just three games in his 
career. 

Robinson’s injury 
would force Will Per- 
due into the starting 
lineup. The Spurs trad- 
ed Dennis Rodman to 
Chicago in 1995 for 
Perdue, who played 
mostly ar power for- 
ward last season, aver- 
aging 5.2 points and 
6.1 rebounds per game. 


NEW YORK (APl — Gabriela Sabatini ir» 
set to retire Thursday, ending a career in 
which she was cnee one of the biggest stars 
in women’s tennis but has been unable to 
win a tournament in nearly two years. 

The announcement is to come at Madison 
Square Garden in New York, where Sabati- 
ni captured the 1994 Virginia Slims Cham- 
pionships. her last victory in an important 
event. 

The WTA Tour would not confirm the 
retirement, saying only the news confer- 
ence was "’major” and concerned Sabaii- 
ni’s future in tennis. 

A source close to Sabatini said Tuesd.iv 
the retirement will take effect immediately, 
and there are no plans for the 26-ye;ir-old 
Argentine to play in selected tournaments 
or make a farewell lour. 

Sabatini has been troubled by a stomach 
injury in recent months and was unable to 
play in the French Open and Wimbledon. 
She did not advance past the third round of 
the U.S. Open, a tournament she won in 
1 990. beating Steffi Graf in the final for the 
biggest victory of her career. 

In Argentina, where Sabatini is the great- 
est female tennis player in the nation's his- 
tory, newspapers blared word of her retire- 
ment. 


''She was one of the vcr\ tew plasers 
who was a great, competitor, but as mh-ii .is 
she came off the court .she was u normal 
person,” Monica Seles, speaking b\ con- 
ference cull, said Tuesday. 

"She had aura, she just .shines. She had 
something that brings outthe best in other 
people.” 

Seles said she is puzzled \\h> Sabatini 
never lifted her game to a higher !c\cl. 

“She definitely could have won more 
Grand Slams for sure.” Seles said. "I don't 
know why she didn't: she had so much tal- 
ent. Some of the volleys she could hit were 
unbelievable. It was just pure talent and 
great touch.” 

Sabatini turned professional in 1985. 
Among the top 10 women players for near- 
ly a decade and winner of 27 tournament 
Sabatini is now 29th in the world rankings. 
her play having steadily declined the last 
two seasons. 

Her last title came in a tuneup event at the 
New South Wales Open in Australia in Jan- 
uary 1995. In her last match, she lost in the 
first round to Jennifer Capriati last week in 
the European Indoor Tournament in Zurich. 
Switzerland. 


Lama looks set for timely return to PSG 


PARIS (R) — France goal- 
keeper Bernard Lama, who 
has yet to concede a goal 
this season, looks sef to 
return for his faltering club 
side Paris Saint-Germain 
on Friday after more than a 
month out with a knee 
injury. 

Lama, who underwent 
surgery after damaging a 
cartilage saving a penalty 
against Cannes on Septem- 
ber 15, trained normally 
with the French first divi- 
sion leaders on Tuesday 
ahead of their trip to 
Rennes on Friday. 

PSG are looking to 
bounce back from a 4-2 
defeat away to Galatasaray 
of Turkey in the first leg of 
their second round Euro- 
pean Cup Winners' Cup tie 
last week and a 1-1 draw at 
home to defending champi- 
ons Auxerre on Sunday. 

The Parisians are six 


clear of second 
Auxerre in the 
first division and 
should beat Galatasaray at 
home next Wednesday in 


points 

placed 

French 


the return leg, but since 
Lama's injury' they ha\e 
conceded eight goals in 
league and cup games. 


J Undue The Pavonaee of Her tAapay Queen No or AMuzxu 

Bani Hamida 

|\\' Presents 

Foil Exhibition 

\v "Race the Trend" 

XV 
\V : 


Rugs - Cushions - Runners 
Wallhangings - Baskets 

Duration: Thursday 24 Oct. Till Sunday 3 Nov. 
10 00 a.m - 9:00 p.m. 

Spec? Cour|ci> of. 

E3 CITROEN - Pi rani, Shmeisani 

Sponsored by; 


Ammon Shipping S Transport 
Hiarja Green Meadow Trave l £ Tourism iS® 
_For_fnore information please call: 658696 \ 7 



Jordan 'Design 
Trariu Center 


WARMTH & WEAVING 

RUG DESIGNS BY VARIOUS ARTISTS 

this exhibition runs from oct 20 - nov 15 

Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 7.00 PM 
10iT Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Gardens & Safeway, 
2nd right alter gas station! 


C H O O S 


AT FORTE 


E & 
G R A 


GRILL 


N D AMMAN 



Every Thursday evening come to enjoy with us 
A round - u p of 
American beef specialities and 
a variety of sizzling dishes in a 
Tex Mex adventure 
For Reservations please call 
J 696511 Ext 6045-6313 



P.O.Box 950629 Amnun 11110 jontm Tel 9fc 6 fistfsil Fa* 962 fi (JJhM 


go ?* Grand an d Lc Mferi dlen Hotels ■& Resorts in the Middle p™ 

Other properties m your area include Le Meridien Damascus Le Meridien’i-m .l- 
Le M&idien Heliopolis, Le Meridien Cairo Forte Grand Pyramids ° 

Traivl companion of Air France 
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Jordan Tunes, Thursday-Friday, October 24-ffi. j^ 



Afghan foes battle for 
heights north of Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Rival Afghan militia pound- 
ed each other with artillery, 
mortar and rocket fire on 
Wednesday, vying for 
heights overlooking one of 
two roads leading into 
Taleban- held Kabul, wit- 
nesses and rival comman- 
ders said. 

— Troops loyal to a 
powerful warlord joined ex- 
government soldiers for the 
first time Wednesday to 
attack a key pass near Kabul 
held by Taleban mili tia, a 
spokesman for .the former 
government said. 

The joint assault was 
made on the strategic Fabz 
Pass, some 20 kilometres 
from the capital, which con- 
trols access to the vital 
north-south new road lead- 
ing to Kabul, spokesman 
Merhabudin Mas tan said. 

Forces of the ousted 
Burhanuddin Rabbani gov- 
ernment said they launched 
a major assault to capture 
the Fabz Pass leading into 
northeast Kabul, towards 
which they have been mov- 
ing back after pulling out 
last month when the 


Taleban attacked. 

“We are progressing- We 
have taken control of the 
high positions (on the pass) 
and we will soon clear the 
Taleban 's remaining posi- 
tions,” Mr. Masraa, 
spokesman for ousted gov- 
ernment military chief 
Ahmad Shah Masood. told 
reporters behind Masood 
lines. 

He said the forces of 
northern Uzbek leader 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
which joined Mr. Masood’s 
front-line last ..week, had. 
taken part in the attack. 

However, by late-after- 
noon there were no signs of 
a major advance by Mr. 
Masood or General Dostum 
on the eastern side of the 
plain girded by craggy hills 
leading to Kabul. 

On the other front, on the 
main road r unnin g near the 
west side of the plain, it was 
even quieter as the two sides 
shelled each other's posi- 
tions around a series of hills 
running across the plain. 

There was no immediate 
response on the ground to 
calls for a ceasefire, includ- 


ing one on Tuesday by the 
United Nations Security 
Council. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali also said a 
multilateral presence was 
needed in Kabul if any 
ceasefire was reached. 

The latest initiative, by 
neighbour Pakistan, was 
awaiting a response on 
Wednesday from Gen. 
Dostum. 

Masood forces, whose 
advance has stalled for the 
past week some 30 minutes' 
drive north of the capital, 
appear determined to take 
remaining ground held by 
the Taleban. 

Reuters correspondent 
Chris Bird quoted comman- 
ders as saying they now 
held positions overlooking 
the Fabz Pass and near 
. Khair Khana, a pass 
descending into northern 
Kabul. 

But correspondents using 
the road through Khair 
Khana on Wednesday 
morning saw little change 
on the ground. 


Yemeni kidnappers want dialogue with French 


SANAA (Agencies I — 

Tribesmen holding a French 
diplomat hostage for the 
past three days have asked 
to talk to officials from the 
French embassy, security 
sources said on Wednesday. 

They said the tribesmen, 
who kidnapped the diplo- 
mat on Monday in Sanaa, 
made their request to mem- 
bers of other tribes negotiat- 
ing with them on behalf of 
the government. 

"They said they wanted to 
open a dialogue with the 
French embassy,” one 
source said. 

French embassy officials 
in Sanaa refused to com- 
ment 

Authorities on Tuesday 
said security forces would 
attack homes of the 
Touyaman tribe if the 
diplomat was not released 
by Wednesday midnight 
(2100 GMT). 

But authorities planned to 
extend the midnight dead- 
line, -allowing more time for 


negotiations, officials said. 

“If negotiations with the 
kidnappers raise hopes of a 
release soon, we'll be able 
to push back the ultimatum 
by a few hours,” said Abdul 
Wali'Al Shumiri, governor 
of Maarib province in east- 
ern Yemen where the diplo- 
mat is being held. 

Mr. Shumiri told AFP 
that local notables were try- 
ing to convince the kidnap- 
pers of the Jihm tribe to 
avoid a confrontation and 
give up the diplomat 

Armed men linked to the 
Jihm tribe kidnapped the 
diplomat, whose name has 
not been made'public. with 
liis car near the embassy 
and drove off to the eastern 
Maarib region. 

A police officer said the 
authorities, whose security 
forces have circled the 
mountainous region of Beni 
.Taiman which is a strong- 
hold of the Jihm "tribe, want 
to avoid bloodshed by giv- 
ing the negotiations a 


chance. 

The governor warned on 
Tuesday that “after mid- 
night Wednesday, our forces 
will occupy the homes of 
the Jihm tribe ” 

“We do not fear for the 
life of the hostage. The kid- 
nappers won't dare try any- 
thing because we've arrest- 
ed dozens of members of 
their tribe” he said. l NVe 
will carry out more arrests 
right up until the deadline.” 

He said the authorities had 
ruled out any negotiation of 
the demands made by the 
Jihm tribe until the diplomat 
is freed. 

' Thfc tribe wants compen- 
sation for homes damaged 
in flooding last January and 
for land it claims in the cap- 
ital, as well as local admin- 
istrative posts for its mem- 
bers, said the governor. 

Yemeni tribes frequently 
kidnap foreigners, including 
diplomats, to try to obtain 
concessions from the gov- 
ernment. 


Chirac and King express hope for comprehensive peace 


(Continued from page 1) 

will hold a press conference 
today shortly after the pres- 
ident addresses Parliament. 

A financial protocol worth 
of 80 million French francs 
($16 million) will be signed 
between France and Jordan 
today. Total French assis- 
tance this year to Jordan is 
estimated at 400 million 
francs in addition to the 
French aid through the 
European Union that is esti- 
mated at 130 million 
francs. 

Mr. Chirac will leave 
Amman for Lebanon today. 
He will also visit Egypt. 


. Prime. Minister . Abdul 
Karim Kabariti held talks 
early Wednesday with 
French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette during a 
stopover the French minis- 
ter made here on his way to 
join Mr. Chirac in 
Raraaliah. 

The talks, attended by 
Ambassador Bajolet, 
focused on the role of 
France and the European 
Union to boost the Middle 
East peace process. 

Mr. De Charette was com- 
ing from Egypt where he 
stayed during Mr. Chirac’s 
visit to Israel. The exclu- 
sion, of Mr. De Chartte from 


the president's visit to Israel 
was to protest Israel’s oppo- 
sition to the minister paying 
an official visit to Orient 
House, the unofficial politi- 
cal headquarters of 
Palestinians in Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

However, the Israeli stand, 
did not dissuade the French 
from deciding to send 
another envoy, the mini ster 
of health, to the Orient 
House on condition that the 
discussions these were lim- 
ited to health matters. 

Mr. De Charette rejoined 
the president today in his 
tour. 


Democratic state alongside Israel 


Continued from page 1) 

agreed that France should 
“play a role, with Europe, 
alongside the other co- 
sponsors" of the peace 
process, an idea rejected 
earlier this week by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

After Ram all ah, Mr. 
Chirac and Mr. Arafat flew 
to self-rule headquarters in 


Gaza City where the 
French leader put his back- 
ing for Palestinian sover- 
eignty into action. 

He approved a protocol 
providing $1.5 milli on in 
additional French assistance 
for construction of a deep- 
water port in Gaza 
designed to reduce 
Palestinian economic 
dependence on Israel. 

He also promised Mr. 


Arafat $2 million to help 
reduce the PNA’s budget 
deficit, which is expected to 
top $180 million this year 
due in large part to the 
Israeli closure. 

Before leaving for Jordan 
on the next leg of his 
Mideast tour, Mr. Chirac 
and Mr. Arafat also attended 
the inauguration of Charles 
de Gaulle Street in central 
Gaza City. 


Yael Dayan gets sympahty call from King 


(Continued from page 1; 

man called her late Tuesday 
to say: “The next time we 
won't give you tea, we will 
liquidate you ” 

Ms. Dayan, daughter of 
former army chief and 
Defence Minister Moshe 
Dayan, said she later 
received a sympathy call 
from King Hussein over the 
incidents. 

"The King called me to 
express his sympathy ... and 
invited me to come for a rest 
in his palace," she said. 

The death threats against 
Ms. Dayan came after a 
right-wing mili tant tossed 
tea at her as she carried out 


7 ■ 


a fact-finding mission in 
Hebron. 

The attacker was identi- 
fied as Yisrael Lederman, a 
60-year-old Jerusalem resi- 
dent once sentenced to 16 
years in prison for killing a 
Palestinian bur whose sen- 
tence was cut short by mili- 
tary officials after two 
years. 

Tuesday's attack and the 
subsequent death threats 
heightened fears of a resur- 
gence of political violence a 
year after the assassination 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin by an extreme Jewish 
right-winger. 

Hebron has been the scene 
of almost daily protests in 


recent days by settlers and 
other Israeli right-wingers 
opposed to any Israeli with- 
drawal from the city. 

In a separate incident on 
Wednesday, Israeli police 
prevented Jewish settlers 
from taking over two 
Palestinian shops in Hebron 
that were closed down by 
the military authorities sev- 
eral months ago. 

Around 10 settlers clutch- 
ing placards claiming the 
shops as Jewish property 
tried to get into the shops in 
Hebron's main market, and 
one was detained by police 
for questioning. 


Jordan 

honours 

Chirac 

with 

highest 

medal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday conferred 
Jordan's highest decoration 
upon French President 
Jacques Chirac. The King 
presented President Chirac 
with “A1 Hussein Ben All" 
Medal in recognition of his 
outstanding role in further- 
ing the cause of peace in the 
Middle East 

“Throughout his term in 
office. President Chirac has 
been one of Jordan's 
staunchest friends, and has 


worked to help the Kingdom 
in promoting regional 
peace. Furthermore. 

President Chirac is a strong 
supporter of warm bilateral 
relations between Jordan 
and France," a Royal Palace 
statement said. King Hussein 
also presented President 
Chirac with a set of ancient 
coins and a crystal vase with 
an etching of Raghadan 
Palace. This was the first 


palace built in Jordan in the 
mid- 1920s ~ by King 
Hussein's grandfather and 
founder of the Kingdom. 
King Abdullah. The set of 
five coins included: 

— A bronze coin minted 
in Amman and dated 
approximately AD 69 1 -697 
— A Roman coin dated 
AD 25 3-268. 

— A European bronze 
coin minted in Umm Qais. a 


Jordanian city which was 
known in Roman times as 
Gedara. one of the ten cities 
of the Decapolis 

— A Ptolemaic 
Tetradrachma coin, dared 
323-2S5 BC. 

— A Nabataean bronze 
coin on the back side of 
which is an etching of the 
Nabataean King Aretas IV 
and his wife Shaqilat. dated 
AD 25-40. 


Israeli 
‘copters 
attack 
S. Lebanon 


RASHAYA. Lebanon, 
(Agencies) — Israeli heli- 
copters fired rockets and 
machineguns at guerrilla- 
held hills in southeast 
Lebanon before dawn on 
Wednesday, Lebanese secu- 
rity sources said. 

The Israeli army denied its 
helicopters rocketed guerrilla 
targets but said they conduct- 
ed a live-fire exercise over 
Lebanese territory. 

Lebanese police and 
sources with the Hizbollah 
group in the area confirmed 
the helicopter attack. 

The security .sources' said 
the helicopters fired six rock- 
ets at an area around the vil- 
lages of Qilya and Mazra’al 
A1 Dallafi just outside the 
eastern sector of Israel's 
South Lebanon occupation 
zone. 

“They bombarded the area 
with air-to-surface missiles,’' 
a source said. “There are 
routes used by the guerrillas 
there.” 

There were no reports of 
casualties but after firing the 
rockets, the helicopters 
strafed the area with heavy 
machineguns for about 30 
minutes, the sources added. 

Later, guerrillas fired mor- 
tar bombs and anti-tank 
rockets at a post held by die 
Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA.) at 
Ahmadiyeh on die edge of 
the eastern sector of the zone 
but no one was hurt 
Israeli or SLA gunners 
fired about 25 artillery shells 
in retaliation into guerrilla- 
held hills. Two shells hit 
Qilya, damaging a car but 
causing no casualties, securi- 
ty sources said 

Group wants information 

A human rights group has 
asked President Jacques 
Chirac during his visit 
Thursday to Beirut to raise 
the late of Lebanese and 
Palestinians kidnapped by 
Syrian security agents. 

In a letter to the French 
president on Wednesday, 
Human Rights Watch asked 
Mr. Chirac to '‘discuss with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri the issue of the 
abductions of Lebanese citi- 
zens and Palestinian 
refugees by the Syrian secret 
services in Lebanon.” The 
organisation also denounced 
Lebanon's “complicity” in 
these abductions, adding 
some people had disap- 
peared after they were trans- 
ferred to Syria where they 
were imprisoned “without 
trial nor respect for legal 
procedures.” 

Kenneth Roth, a 
spokesman for the group, 
accused the Lebanese secret 
services of helping to abduct 
several Lebanese people 
dragged to Syrian security 
headquarters in Beirut and 
tortured. 

“Human Rights Watch 
believes the Lebanese gov- 
ernment is also responsible 
for the ruling fear and 
silence.” said Mr. Roth. 


Lull in Kurdish fighting 
amid hopes for ceasefire 


KOI SANJAK (AFP) — 
Fighting between rival 
Kurdish factions in northern 
Iraq eased on Wednesday 
following an announcement 
they have agreed in princi- 
ple to a U.S.-brokered 
ceasefire and to hold peace 
talks in Turkey. 

Wolde Ammar, 

spokesman for U.N. human- 
itarian activities in Iraq, said 
the Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) and the 
Kurdistan Democratic Party 
(KDP) were fighting in only 
one area as “everyone 
expects a ceasefire." 

“According to the latest 
reports, there is less ten- 
sion,” Mr. Ammar said in 
Baghdad. “There is only 
fighting in Habet Sultan,” a 
strategic hill between the 
PUK-held town of Dukan 
and KDP-held Koi Sanjak. 

In Ankara, where U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Robert PeUecreau has been 
leading peace talks with 
both sides, sources close to 
the talks said a formal 
ceasefire announcement 
could come any time. “We 
expect a formal announce- 
ment simultaneously by the 
two sides later today,” one 
source told AFP. 

Mr. Pelletreau met sepa- 
rately on Monday and 
Tuesday with KDP leader 
Masood Barzani and the 
leader of the PUK, Jalal 


TaJabani, and the U.S. 
envoy said Wednesday the 
two sides had agreed in 
principle to a ceasefire. 

However, both Iran and 
Iraq cast doubt on whether 
U.S.-mediation efforts 
would lead to a lasting 
peace. 

Turkish Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Omer Akbel 
said the warring Iraqi 
Kurdish groups and dele- 
gates from Ankara, 
Washington and London 
had agreed to meet in 
Ankara next week to try to 
reach a “final agreement" 
for northern Iraq. 

It will be the first face-to- 
face talks between the two 
Kurdish factions . .since 
September 1995, when they 
met in Drogheda in Ireland 
in a bid to end the conflict 
which has cost well over 
2,000 lives. 

Mr. Pelletreau held talks 
in the Turkish border town 
of Silopi on Monday with 
Mr. Barzani and met 
Tuesday in Ankara with 
Talabani in a bid to end the 
latest fighting. 

“Each side has accepted 
the principle of a ceasefire 
provided that the other does 
as well and provided that 
supporting fire from the 
forces of Tehran and 
Baghdad also ceases,” Mr. 
Pelletreau said. 

“The governments of 


Turkey, the United States 
and the United Kingdom 
now call on each side to 
implement this ceasefire in 
place beginning immediate- 
ly. 

“This means that each 
side will take defensive 
positions and not initiate fir- 
ing or hostilities,” he said. 

However, KDP official 
Brousk Noun Shawis told 
AFP here that “the PUK. 
supported by Iranian 
artillery, is leading a major 
offensive" near Koy Sanjak. 
Mr. TaJabani's hometown 
which fell to KDP forces on 
Friday. 

The KDP's radio, the 
Voice of Kurdistan, issued 
an “urgent appeal” to the 
world community to "put 
pressure on Iran" which it 
accused of sending thou- 
sands of soldiers against 
KDP forces. 

Artillery fire could be 
heard in the distance 
Wednesday but both the 
PUK and Iran have denied 
any Iranian involvement in 
the fighting. 

The latest round of fight- 
ing in northern Iraq erupted 
two weeks ago when the 
PUK launched a counter- 
offensive to recover its 
stronghold of 

Sulaimaniyeh, near the 
Iranian border, and other 
areas lost to KDP forces in 
September. 


Palestinians, Israel discuss final 
phase of security deal on Hebron 

more open optimism after the 
talks. “New ideas have been 
put forward and things are 
beginning to be clearer." 
Palestinian Information 
Minister Yasser Abed Rabbo 
told journalists afterwards. 

The negotiations, which 
had dragged on since their 
launch on Ocl 9. showed sur- 
prising new life immediate! v 
after Mr. Ross announced 
Monday that he was return- 
ing to Washington with the 
two sides still far apart over 
Hebron. 

Hours later, he cancelled 
his travel plans to attend a 
late-night round of talks on 
civilian issues which he said 
proved to be “the most 
promising discussions to 
date.” 

The Israeli press has quoted 
Palestinian and Israeli nego- 
tiators as saying the civilian 
issue had largely been 
resolved by a compromise 
under which Israel recognises 
Palestinian municipal control 
over all of Hebron in 
exchange for height limits on 
Palestinian buildings in a 
“buffer zone” around Jewish 
areas. 

The limits are designed to 
prevent sniper attacks on the 
Jewish area. 

The two sides also report- 
edly agreed to form a joint 
commission to ensure unin- 
terrupted supplies of munici- 
pal services and utilities to 
settlers. An Israeli govern- 
ment spokesman. Moshe 
Fogel, said talks on the civil- 
ian matters were “finished” 


(Continued from page 1) 
added. 

Israeli officials were not 
immediately available for 
comment on the Palestinian 
demand. 

Palestinian and Israeli 
negotiators ended talks on 
security issues early on 
Wednesday. 

‘T am sorry to say that the 
gap until early this morning 
at five o'clock is still very 
wide," Mr. Arafat told a news 
conference after meeting 
French President Jacques 
Chirac in the West Bank . 

PLO officials had said gaps 
were narrowed but differ- 
ences remained on crucial 
issues. They said the talks 
would resume later in the 
day. 

Ngotiator Jamil A1 Tarifi, 
bead of the civilian affairs 
committee in the Hebron 
talks, said bojfr sides agreed 
on a compromise on civilian 
issues. He gave no details. 

“We have also demanded 
that Israel clearly state its 
position on the issue of settle- 
ment expansion and build- 
ing.” Mr. Asfour told Reuters. 

In 1994, Jewish settler 
Baruch Goldstein massacred 
at least 30 Palestinian wor- 
shippers in Hebron’s Al 
Ibrahim i Mosque. 

Palestinian officials have 
said the only way to avoid 
future massacres in the city 
would be to evacuate the set- 
tiers from the heart of 
Hebron. 

Under the autonomy deal 


they can stay and final status 
talks will determine the 
future of Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

Witnesses said settlers in 
Hebron on Tuesday distrib- 
uted leaflets in Arabic, signed 
by “Friends of the hero 
Baruch Goldstein," threaten- 
ing to use automatic weapons 
to shoot Palestinians. 

The leaflet promised that 
the day Israeli troops rede- 
ployed would be a "bloody 
day” and described 
Palestinians as “sons and 
grandsons of dogs." 

Abdul Razak Al Sweiri, 
70, said that settlers ram- 
paged and destroyed his shop 
and 10 other stores on 
Tuesday night. 

“The settlers came to our 
shops and began destroying 
them. They were esconed by 
Israeli soldiers. Their provo- 
cations are exceeding the lim- 
its, and if this continues, vio- 
lence will erupt in the city," 
he said. 

Negotiators from both sides 
say talks on sharing control 
of civilian affairs involving 
the settlers are nearly con- 
cluded, while parallel talks 
on military arrangements for 
the city were making head- 
way. 

Mr. Ross joined the round 
of talks late Tuesday on the 
military issues, attended by 
Mahmoud Abbas, the deputy 
of Mr. Arafat, and Israeli 
army Chief of Staff Amnon 
Shahak. 
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Carn your ; 

loved one’s ashes •• •; 
around your nedk 

CINCINNATI (R) ^ 
Forget about the urn on 
jjur.teipiece. Now youc^ 
earn a loved one's asbss' 
around your neck, sealed st 
a gold pendant. The bet.' 
loom pendant caJlectiot. 
made its debut a 
N'ationai Funeral Director* 
Convention. Created 
Terry Dieterle, an unde^ 
Liker from Aurora, llhoub, 
the necklaces come in ^ 
low gold, white gold sad 
diamond* in three design- 
— “teardrop.” ’Infinity" 
and "love.” Inside each cap 
be permanently sealed 3 
small amount of ashes or & 
lock of hair from 
departed- Dietcrlc said 
noticed u need "in the ae~1 
motion market for a veqC 
personalised keepsake, o«. 
that offers greater vaioc,' 
both in sentiment act}, 
design. The trend in per- 
sonalising the death expend 
ence is something we’v*. 
seen grow over the last 
vears.” The pendants cost 
from SI. 900 to SI 0,00ft; 
each. c 

Divorce can be 
predicted — even 
before knot tied 

LONDON t'R) — Aa- 
American psychologist ha*, 
claimed that "nine out of IQ. 
divorces can be predicted- 
even before the couples aie. 
married. Howaftk 

Markham, a clinical psy.’ 
chologist at the University;’ 
of Denver, told a confer- 
ence of marriage guidance; 
counsellors that failure to 
communicate, or letting 
small problems escalate 
into big ones, were sure 
signs that the relationship 
was doomed. "Conflict in 
relationships is inevitable. 
But we think if people 
learned to manage it. the 
divorce rate could be 
reduced by 80 to 90 per 
cent." Mr.* Markham said. 
Some people, particularly 
those whose parents had 
divorced, were more prone 
to fall into the some pat- 
tern. but couples who had 
communication problems 
before tying the knot were 
nearly always destine ' "> 
undo iL 

i 

London's 

millennium wheel ; 
gets approval 

LONDON (R) — Plans to 
build a £10 million ($15 
million) millennium wheel 
in London to mark the year 
2000 have been approved 
Lambeth borough council 
in south London gave the 
go-ahead for the 150 metre 
high project which will Be 
the world's biggesr ferns 
wheel. The millennium 
wheel, sponsored by 
British .Airways, will be 
built on the Thames River 
opposite the Houses of 
Parliament and is expected 
to attract two million visi- 
tors each year. 

Florida pilot 
survives landing 
on market rooftop A. 


VENICE. Florida —'ft 
pilot whose light pladc 
developed engine trouble 
landed it on the roof of”* 
supermarket and was abfc 
to walk away unhurt, 
police spokesman 
Raymond McClelland suf- 
fered only a minor cut on 
his knee and no one else 
was hurt, but the airplay 
was destroyed- &*• 
McClelland. 52. of Van* 
Florida, was try ing to re»* 
a Venice airport when ifr 
single-engine Cessna ^ 
oil pressure. He crash-ia^ : 
ed the plane on the Pub® 
Supermarket roof about 1 
mile short of the run®?! - 
police said. Saras* 
Sheriff's Departffl® . 
spokesman Cpl. JJjj 
Carney said the plane s*3 
ded across the roof ang 
the inside of a three^f?* 
high parapet around it-HS 
may have chosen the** 
of a Publix Super®*? 
because it was a large 
space with no pedesm** 
Cpl, Carney said. " 

•3 . 

S 


rS 


